Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN
PUBLISHING AND PRINTING HISTORY

The Provincial Book Trade in
Eighteenth-Century England

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England

John Feather
Frontmatter

More information

The Provincial Book Trade in

JOHN FEATHER

Y

The right of the
University of Cambridge
to print and sell
all manner of books
was granted by
Henry VI in 1534,
The University has printed
and published continuously
since 1584.

&L

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

CAMBRIDGE
LONDON NEW YORK NEW ROCHELLE
MELBOURNE SYDNEY

Eighteenth-Century England

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521303347

© Cambridge University Press 1985
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1985
This digitally printed version 2008

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Catalogue Card Number: 84-29308

ISBN 978-0-521-30334-7 hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-05552-9 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

IN MEMORIAM
H.G.P.

MAGISTER HORUM ARTIUM

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

Contents

List of Illustrations page viii
Preface ix
Acknowledgements xi
Note on Sources Xiii
Note on Dates and Places XV
Abbreviations xvi
Chapter 1 London and the Country I
Chapter 2 A Century of Growth 12
Chapter 3 The Market for Books 32
Chapter 4 The Distribution System 44
Chapter 5 The Bookselling Business 69
Chapter 6 The Printing Office 98
Conclusion 123
Appendix 1 Ellen Feepound’s Book Stock 125
Appendix 11 ~ William Seale’s Paper Stock 130
Appendix III  John Cheney’s Printing Equipment 132
Appendix IV The Universal British Directory 134
Appendix V  Subscribers to Thomas Hervey’s The Writer’s

Time Redeemed 138

Appendix VI  Subscribers to Elisha Coles’s Practical Discourse 139
Appendix VII Subscribers to Job Orton’s Short and Plain

Exposition 140
Notes 141
Index of the Provincial Book Trade 167
General Index 173

vil

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England

John Feather
Frontmatter
More information

Plate 1

Plate 2
Plate 3
Plate 4

Diagram 1
Diagram 2
Diagram 3

Map 1
Map 2

Illustrations

Crawford’s circulating library, Brighton,
c.1788

The Marine Library, Hastings, c.1792
Thomas Hammond’s advertisement, 1730
Samuel Mountfort’s advertisement, 1760

Costs and profits: Johnson’s calculation
Costs and profits: through a wholesaler
Costs and profits: direct supply

Haworth’s places of business, 1692
Newspaper circulation in 1730

viii

bage 71
73
76
77

58
58
59

14
20

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

The English provincial book trade has been the subject of serious
historical study for rather more than a century. In 1879, W. H.
Allnutt, an Assistant at the Bodleian, read a paper on ‘Printers and
printing in the provincial towns of England and Wales’ to the first
annual meeting of the Library Association, held at Oxford. Allnutt’s
pioneering work was an account of the introduction of printing into
provincial towns, and over the next eighty years was followed by
numerous local studies, most of them by librarians or by those
amateur historians who have contributed so much to our knowledge of
the minutiae of the history of provincial England. Many of these
studies are excellent, soundly based as they are on documents in
record offices and private archives, and on the study of provincially
printed books to be found in the local collections of our public
libraries. Printing, especially book printing, has inevitably attracted
the greatest attention; it is more exciting than bookselling, and its
products can be seen and handled on library shelves. In 1959, Paul
Morgan summarised the achievements of his predecessors in a lecture
on ‘English provincial printing’ delivered in Birmingham. In 1977,
appropriately in Oxford and addressing the Rare Books Group of the
Library Association, Morgan showed that histories or directories of
the trade had been published for eighteen of the thirty-nine English
counties; work is now in progress on similar studies of at least nine
others.

Despite all this effort, however, surprisingly little is known of the
provincial book trade as an economic entity. We have lists of names,
trades, places, and dates, but no attempt has previously been made to
flesh out these bare bones of knowledge. This book is an attempt to do
just that. Without the work of the last century such a synthesis would
have been impossible, and it is difficult even now. Yet I do not believe
that the attempt is premature. Book history, including the commer-
cial history of books, is an increasingly popular subject. Regional
studies of it are proceeding apace, and I hope that I have at least
provided a perspective within which such local studies of the trade can
be viewed more sharply.

ix

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-05552-9 - The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth-Century England
John Feather

Frontmatter

More information

Preface

I have been primarily concerned to solve a single problem: how
those living outside London obtained their books. In considering this
problem, I have inevitably confronted others: the structure and organ-
isation of the book trade; its growth and development; the demand for
books in the provinces; and the economics of provincial bookselling
and printing. Nevertheless, I hope that I have not strayed too far from
my central theme of book supply, or from my central thesis that the
provincial trade, despite all the interest in its printing activities, was
essentially distributive.

I make no claim to have said the last word on these matters, and
indeed it is my hope that this first attempt at a general history of the
provincial trade will stimulate further local research. I do believe,
however, that the essence of my argument is accurate, and that local
studies will be enhanced by being placed in this national context. We
live at the end of the age in which the printed word has been the
unchallenged medium of mass communication. Perhaps that is why
we are so fascinated by its history and influence, and why its import-
ance in the broader history of our society is becoming more generally
recognised. This book is offered as one small contribution to our
understanding of the dissemination and significance of printing, and
the crucial role which it has played in the history of western culture in
the last five hundred years.

JOHN FEATHER
Loughborough University

July 1984
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Note on Sources

This book is based upon the published work of many scholars, especi-
ally on that of those antiquaries who have combed public and private
repositories for the documentary evidence of the history of the book
trade, and those who have compiled directories and bibliographies.
My notes bear witness to the magnitude of their contribution. I
have not, however, felt it necessary to give a full list of my sources,
although I must mention here two basic works without which the
study of the English book trade would be impossible. Both are now
sadly out of date, and in need of replacement, yet they are still
indispensable: H. R. Plomer’s A dictionary of the printers and book-
sellers who were at work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1668 to
1725, published by the Bibliographical Society in 1922; and the
continuation by Plomer, G. H. Bushnell, and E. R. McC. Dix, A
dictionary of the printers and booksellers who were at work in England,
Scotland and Ireland from 1726—1775 , published by the same society in
1932. I have already published a list of other work on the trade in The
English provincial book trade. A checklist of secondary sources (Oxford
(Oxford Bibliographical Society, occasional publication, 16), 1981).
I have, however, undertaken a good deal of archival research to
supplement previously published work, and some notes on this may
be useful. In the Public Record Office, I have searched systematically
for the wills of members of the trade proved in the Prerogative Court
of Canterbury (PROB 11); for cases relating to the trade in the Court of
Chancery, especially among the Chancery Master’s Exhibits (C 104)
and in the records of the Vice-Master and Commissioners in Bank-
ruptcy (B 1-6); and for records of apprenticeship (IR 1/45-53). The
records of the Sun, Alliance, and London Insurance Group Ltd,
partly still in the possession of the company, and partly in the Guild-
hall Library, London, proved useful in several respects. In the Bod-
leian Library, Oxford, I have used the invaluable archives of John
Nichols, acquired by the Library in 1975-76 (MS Eng. lett. b.
11-19; C. 354—72), the letter book of Kincaid and Bell (MS Eng. lett.
c. 20, 21I), and various documents in the Gough and Rawlinson
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Note on Sources

collections. The University Archives at Oxford provided some useful
wills and inventories. It gave me particular pleasure to use some of the
manuscript material (as well as many printed books) in the Munby
Collection at Cambridge University Library. The British Library has
provided a few letters and minor documents, and I have also made use
of the Minute Book of the proprietors of The General Evening Post,
formerly in the possession of the late Wilmarth S. Lewis, and now the
property of Yale University as part of the Lewis collection at Farming-
ton, Connecticut.

Among local records I have made much use of the one substantial
archive of a provincial bookseller known to me, that of John Clay of
Daventry in the Northamptonshire Record Office. The Record
Offices of Bristol, Essex, Gloucestershire, Humberside, and Stafford-
shire, have also provided material. Mr John Cheney kindly permitted
me to use the archives of his family firm, still in the firm’s possession
in Banbury.

Finally, I have made use, to a far greater extent than may be
superficially apparent, of the books printed in the provinces. This was
largely undertaken from the substantial collections of the Bodleian
and Cambridge University libraries. In this context, I ought to add
that the British Library entries for the Eighteenth-Century Short
Title Catalogue became available, through BLAISE, only as this
book was in the final stages of preparation for the press. My successors
will, of course, take advantage of this valuable new tool of
eighteenth-century studies; I have been unable to do so, but I do not
believe that my conclusions have been materially affected by the lack.
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Note on Dates and Places

All year dates have been normalised to a year beginning on 1 January,
except in direct quotations. Dates before 2 September 1753 are Old
Style, and after that day New Style.

Place names are given in their usual modern form. Counties, how-
ever, are those which existed in the eighteenth century, and do not, in
many cases, correspond to the boundaries in force since the Local
Government Act of 1972. I have roughly defined ‘provincial’ as more
than twenty miles from London.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used throughout the notes.

BIHR  Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research
BJRL  Bulletin of the John Rylands Library

B.L. British Library
BNYPL Bulletin of the New York Public Library
Cy Fournals of the House of Commons

DNB Dictionary of National Biography

EHR English Historical Review

FHMAS Fournal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences

JPHS  Fournal of the Printing Historical Society

JRSS Fournal of the Royal Statistical Society

MLN Modern Language Notes

MLR Modern Language Review

MP Modern Philology

NQ Notes and Queries

PBSA  Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America

PHIBB Project for Historical Bio-Bibliography

PMLA  Publications of the Modern Language Association

P.R.O. Public Record Office

R.O. Record Office

SB Studies in Bibliography

ser. series

STC A. W. Pollard and G. R. Redgrave. A short-title catalogue
of books printed in England, Scotland and Ireland . . .
1475-1640. London, 1926. 2nd ed., revised by W. A.
Jackson, F. S. Ferguson, and Katherine F. Pantzer, Vol.
2. London, 1976

TCBS Transactions of the Cambridge Bibliographical Society

VCH The Victoria History of the Counties of England

Wing D. G. Wing. Short-title catalogue of books printed
in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and British
America . . . 1641-1700. New York, 3 vols., 1945-51.
2nd ed., Vol. 1. New York, 1972

xXvi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521055520
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

