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PREFACE

This book has suffered several incarnations. It first took shape as
a fellowship dissertation written in 1969, then as a doctoral thesis
submitted in 1970, and gained its present form during the last
three years. The whole process has taken some seven years and I
have been helped by many.

I would like to thank the Department of Education and Science
for a Hayter Research Studentship which enabled me to work in
India during 1967 and 1968. Since then I have been indebted to
the Master and Fellows of Trinity College who have provided me
with generous financial assistance and, by electing me to a research
fellowship in 1969, have enabled me to continue my work over
the past four years.

I am grateful to the librarians and staff of the National Archives
of India, the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library, the Uttar
Pradesh Secretariat Archives, the Lucknow Commissioner’s
Archives, the Aligarh University Library, the Jamia Millia Islamia
Library, the India Office Library and Records, the British
Museum, the National Library of Scotland, the Wren Library,
the Seeley Historical Library, the Cambridge Centre of South
Asian Studies and the Cambridge University Library for their
kind and courteous help.

I am much obliged to the Government of India, the Govern-
ment of Uttar Pradesh, Shri B.D. Sanwal (late Commissioner of
Lucknow), Maharajkumar Mohammad Amir Hyder Khan of
Mahmudabad, Mufti Reza Ansari of Firangi Mahal, Shri Sala-
huddin Usman (Secretary of the Lucknow Jalsa-i-Tahzib) and
Shri B. Mehta (Manager of the Leader Press) for permission to
consult records, newspapers and private papers in their possession.

In India many people generously devoted their time and energy
to my problems. I am particularly grateful for the kindness and
assistance of Shri Ram Advani, Professor Mohibbul Hasan, Shri
V. C. Joshi, Miss D. G. Keswani, Miss Raj Rallia Ram, Shri
Sourin Roy, Shri Satyapal Sakhuja and Colonel R. S. Seth. Many
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Preface

too have helped with Urdu translation; my debt of gratitude to
Dr Gail Minault and Miss Salma Ajmeri is especially great.

In its various forms this work has benefited greatly from the
help and criticism of colleagues and friends in Trinity, in Cam-
bridge and elsewhere. In particular, I would like to thank Chris-
topher Bayly, Judith Brown, Jack Gallagher, Richard Gordon,
Peter Hardy, Gordon Johnson, Ralph Leigh, Peter Musgrave,
Eric Stokes, Brenda Stones and David Washbrook. To Pat I owe
much for her forbearance, but my greatest debt is to Anil Seal
who from the time I began to work on the subject of this book has
acted both as goad and guide.

FRANCIS ROBINSON
Royal Holloway College
University of London

1974
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UPMAR United Provinces’ Municipal Administration Report.
UPNNR Native Newspaper Report of the North-West
Provinces or the North-West Provinces and Oudh
or the United Provinces.
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A NOTE ON SPELLING

A consistency in the spelling of Indian names which would not
be false or deceptive is difficult to achieve. For instance, over the
last hundred years the accepted spellings of most place names
have changed, e.g. Cawnpore has become Cawnpur and then
Kanpur, while at any one time proper names have been spelled in
several different ways, e.g. Mahomed, Mohamed, Mohammad,
Mohammed, Muhammad etc.. . . To impose a comprehensive sys-
tem on the names used would undoubtedly bring greater phonetic
and linguistic precision but it would be at the cost, first of making
some names almost unrecognisable to the reader, and second of
eliminating differences in the English spellings of proper names
which Indians were themselves concerned to perpetuate, e.g. one
man would spell his name Ahmad or Husain, another Ahmed or
Hussain, and such differences have become an accepted part of
Indian life - there are for instance twenty-four different spellings
of the name Choudhri in the most recent edition of the Delhi tele-
phone directory. The plan which has been adopted in this book,
therefore, has been to spell place names according to the District
Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh of 1903-11,
and proper names as they were most commonly spelled during the
period.
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