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We live in a morally flawed world. Our lives are complicated by what
other people do, and by the harms that flow from our social, economic,
and political institutions. Our relations as individuals to these collec-
tive harms constitute the domain of complicity. This book examines the
relationship between collective action and individual accountability. It
presents a rigorous philosophical account of the nature of our relations
to the social groups in which we participate, and uses that account in a

discussion of contemporary moral and legal theory.

Christopher Kutz shows that the two dominant theories of moral
philosophy, Kantianism and consequentialism, both have difficulties
resolving problems of complicity. He then argues for a richer theory of
accountability in which any real understanding of collective action not

only allows but demands individual responsibility.

Grounded in philosophical analysis and examples from literature,
history, and law, this book provides an ethics of collective action that
reattaches individuals to their collective deeds, while accommodating
differences in choice, power, and psychology. It should be of interest to
students of philosophy, political theory, and law, especially those inter-
ested in the problem of retaining accountability in times of social

consolidation.

Christopher Kutz is Assistant Professor of Law in the Jurisprudence
and Social Policy Program, Boalt Hall School of Law, University of

California at Berkeley.
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