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What were the possibilities of prose as a medium in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries? And how did it operate in the literary and social
worlds? The project of prose in early modern Europe and the New World
brings together ten new essays by leading scholars of the literatures of
England, Spain, France, Italy, Portugal, and the colonial Americas to
answer these questions in wide-ranging ways. Several of the essays shed
new light on landmark prose works of the period; some discuss what
lesser-known writings reveal about the medium; others move between
the literary and the nonliterary to reflect on the medium’s intersections
with history, fiction, subjectivity, the state, science, and other aspects of
social and cultural life. Overall, this collection will provoke an interna-
tional reconsideration of the remarkable visibility and diversity of the
medium of prose in the early modern period.
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The last twenty years have seen a broad and vital reinterpretation of the nature of
literary texts, a move away from formalism to a sense of literature as an aspect of
social, economic, political and cultural history. While the earliest New Historicist
work was criticised for a narrow and anecdotal view of history, it also served as
an important stimulus for post-structuralist, feminist, Marxist and psychoanaly-
tical work, which in turn has increasingly informed and redirected it. Recent
writing on the nature of representation, the historical construction of gender and
of the concept of identity itself, on theatre as a political and economic phenom-
enon and on the ideologies of art generally, reveals the breadth of the field.
Cambridge Studies in Renaissance Literature and Culture is designed to offer
historically oriented studies of Renaissance literature and theatre which make use
of the insights afforded by theoretical perspectives. The view of history envisioned
is above all a view of our own history, a reading of the Renaissance for and from
our own time.

Recent titles include

The emergence of the English author: scripting the life of the poet in early modern
England
Kevin Pask, Concordia University

The poetics of English nationhood, 1590-1612
Claire McEachern, University of California, Los Angeles

Textual intercourse: collaboration, authorship, and sexualities in Renaissance
drama
Jeffrey Masten, Harvard University

Knowledge, discovery and imagination in early modern Europe: the rise of aesthetic
rationalism
Timothy J. Reiss, New York University

A complete list of books in the series is given at the end of the volume
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