
Richard Wollheim on the Art of Painting

Art as Representation and Expression

Richard Wollheim is one of the dominant figures in the philosophy of art,
whose work has shown not only how paintings create their effects but why
they remain important to us. His influential writings have focused on two
core, interrelated questions: How do paintings depict? How do they express
feelings?

In this collection of new essays, a group of distinguished thinkers in the
fields of art history and philosophical aesthetics offers a critical assessment
of Wollheim’s theory of art. Among the themes under discussion are Woll-
heim’s explanation of pictorial representation in terms of seeing-in, his views
of artistic expression as a type of complex projection, and his notion of the
internal spectator. In the final essay, Wollheim himself responds to the con-
tributors.

Given the high level of international recognition that Wollheim’s work has
enjoyed for many years, this book will be eagerly sought out by all serious
students of the theory of art, whether in departments of philosophy or art
history.

Rob van Gerwen is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Utrecht.
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Preface

This book presents the offspring of a three-day conference on Richard Woll-
heim’s aesthetics, which was held (in Wollheim’s presence) in May 1997 in
Utrecht, the Netherlands, augmented with a symposium from the Journal of
Aesthetics and Art Criticism and Wollheim’s reply to the essays. The theme
of the book – as of the conference – is the troubled conceptual relations in
the art of painting between expression and representation. The conference,
which took place in the best of spirits, benefited from a lively and ongoing
discussion on one singularly coherent and stimulating body of thought, that
is, Wollheim’s. Almost every chapter originating from the conference has
been rewritten where appropriate in response to the discussions at the confer-
ence and to other chapters in this volume. This argumentative coherence is
further served by Wollheim responses to the chapters. Thus, this volume
presents a coherent body of work addressing issues raised by Wollheim but
that are of importance far beyond his theory.

I would like to thank the authors for their supportive and stimulating
cooperation, and particularly Graham McFee for his assistance in the editorial
process. I would also like to express a word of thanks to the institutions that
made it all happen: the Department of Philosophy of Utrecht University, the
Leiden-Utrecht Zeno institute for research in philosophy, the Royal Dutch
Academy of the Sciences (KNAW), the Foundation for Philosophy and The-
ology (SFT) of the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO),
and the Research Institute for History and Culture (OGC) of the department
of Humanities, Utrecht University. Thanks also to Laura Lawrie, Matthew
Lord, and Terence Moore of Cambridge University Press for their assistance
in producing this book. Last, and emphatically, my thanks are due to Richard
Wollheim for his supportive and energetic attitude and his never-diminishing
strength of argument.

Rob van Gerwen
Utrecht, October 13, 1999

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03830-0 - Richard Wollheim on the Art of Painting: Art as Representation
and Expression
Edited by Rob van Gerwen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521038308
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Richard Wollheim on the Art of Painting

Art as Representation and Expression

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03830-0 - Richard Wollheim on the Art of Painting: Art as Representation
and Expression
Edited by Rob van Gerwen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521038308
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

