
Confraternities were the most common form of organized religious life in medi-
eval and early modern Europe. They were at once the lay face of the church, the
spiritual heart of civic government, and the social kin who claimed the allegiance
of peers and the obedience of subordinates.

In this collection, fifteen scholars examine the development of confraternities in
Italy, where they emerged first and where they had the greatest social, political, and
religious impact. Individual essays explore a common set of themes across Italy
from the twelfth to the eighteenth centuries: the ubiquity of confraternities; their
social construction, and devotional ethos; their ritual culture and civic religion;
their antagonistic and collaborative relations with both civic and ecclesiastical
authorities; and their role in social welfare and social control of marginal groups.
The authors demonstrate how the ritual kinship expressed in confraternities
emerged in the middle ages, was transformed in the sixteenth-century Catholic
Reformation, and became a powerful force in ‘civilizing’ early modern Italian
society.

nicholas terpstra is Associate Professor of History, University of Toronto.
Previous publications include Lay Confraternities and Civic Religion in Renaissance
Bologna (Cambridge, 1995).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge studies in italian history and culture

Edited by gigliola fragnito, Università degli Studi, Parma

cesare mozzarelli, Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Milan

robert oresko, Institute of Historical Research, University of London

and geoffrey symcox, University of California, Los Angeles

This series comprises monographs and a variety of collaborative volumes, includ-
ing translated works, which concentrate on the period of Italian history from late
medieval times up to the Risorgimento. The editors aim to stimulate scholarly
debate over a range of issues which have not hitherto received, in English, the
attention they deserve. As it develops, the series will emphasize the interest and
vigor of current international debates on this central period of Italian history and
the persistent influence of Italian culture on the rest of Europe.

For a list of titles in the series, see end of book

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


T H E P O L I T I C S
O F R I T U A L K I N S H I P

c o n f r a t e r n i t i e s a n d s o c i a l o r d e r i n
e a r l y m o d e r n i t a l y

e d i t e d b y

N I C H O L A S T E R P S T R A

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, São Paulo

Cambridge University Press

The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521621854

© Cambridge University Press 2000

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2000

This digitally printed version 2007

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

The politics of ritual kinship: confraternities and social order in

early modern Italy / edited by Nicholas Terpstra.

p.    cm. – (Cambridge studies in Italian history and culture)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0 521 62185 2 (hardback)

1. Confraternities – Social aspects – Italy – History. I. Terpstra,

Nicholas. II. Series.

BX808.5.I8P65 1999

267'.18245 – dc21                  98–43693

                                     CIP

ISBN 978-0-521-62185-4 hardback

ISBN 978-0-521-03800-3 paperback

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


C O N T E N T S

List of contributors page vii
Acknowledgments xi

Introduction The politics of ritual kinship 1
n i c h o l a s t e r p s t r a

1. The development of confraternity studies over the past
thirty years 9

c h r i s t o p h e r f . b l a c k

2. Homosociality and civic (dis)order in late medieval Italian
confraternities 30

j e n n i f e r f i s k r o n d e a u

3. Confraternities and lay female religiosity in late medieval and
Renaissance Umbria 48

g i o v a n n a c a s a g r a n d e

4. The bounds of community: commune, parish, confraternity,
and charity at the dawn of a new era in Cortona 67

d a n i e l b o r n s t e i n

5. Men and women in Roman confraternities in the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries: roles, functions, expectations 82

a n n a e s p o s i t o

6. The Medici and the youth Confraternity of the Purification
of the Virgin, 1434–1506 98

l o r e n z o p o l i z z o t t o

7. In loco parentis: confraternities and abandoned children in
Florence and Bologna 114

n i c h o l a s t e r p s t r a

v

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


8. The first Jesuit confraternities and marginalized groups in
sixteenth-century Rome 132

l a n c e l a z a r

9. Jewish confraternal piety in sixteenth-century Ferrara:
continuity and change 150

e l l i o t t h o r o w i t z

10. The scuole piccole of Venice: formations and
transformations 172

r i c h a r d s . m a c k e n n e y

11. Relaunching confraternities in the Tridentine era: shaping
conscience and Christianizing society in Milan and
Lombardy 190

d a n i l o z a r d i n

12. The development of Jesuit confraternity activity in the
Kingdom of Naples in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries 210

m a r k a . l e w i s

13. Corpus Domini: ritual metamorphoses and social changes
in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century Genoa 228

c l a u d i o b e r n a r d i

14. Faith’s boundaries: ritual and territory in rural Piedmont
in the early modern period 243

a n g e l o t o r r e

15. The suppression of confraternities in Enlightenment
Florence 262

k o n r a d e i s e n b i c h l e r

Bibliography 279
Index 314

vi contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-03800-3 - The Politics of Ritual Kinship: Confraternities and Social Order in 
Early Modern Italy
Edited by Nicholas Terpstra
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521038003
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


C O N T R I B U T O R S

Claudio Bernardi (Milan). Ricercatore associated with the Facoltà
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comunità nelle campagne dell’Ancien Régime (Venice, 1995).

Danilo Zardin (Milan). Professore Associato di Storia Moderna at
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