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affords insights not only into Savoyard court politics and diplomacy, but more
generally into a diplomatic culture of seventeenth-century Europe. With his
image fixed by a remarkable series of Van Dyck portraits, Scaglia is emblematic
of an international network of princes, diplomats, courtiers and artists, at the
point of contact between dynasticism, high politics and the arts.
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NAMES AND DATES

The terms used to describe the territories under the control of the duke
of Savoy are deliberate, with implicit reference to the peculiar difficulties
of discussing what was in essence a composite state. In general, the English
terms ‘Savoy’ and the ‘Savoyard state’ are used as collective titles of these
transalpine states, and it is furthermore defined primarily as a north Italian
sovereignty, even though it was not limited to the Italian side of the Alps.
Where the text refers to specific elements of this composite state, non-
English terms are used, such as ‘Savoie’ to describe that duchy alone
and ‘Piemonte’ for the principality in isolation. More generally I have
employed English for places and proper nouns where there is a common
and accepted usage; otherwise I have used the proper nouns according
to the appropriate language — thus, ‘Philip IV of Spain’, while ‘Carlo
Emanuele I of Savoy’. For major individuals I have, at the first appropriate
occasion, given birth and death dates (including ruling sovereigns, rather
than their regnal dates). All dates, including those taken from English
sources, are given according to the New Style with the year beginning
1 January.
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