
DYNASTY AND DIPLOMACY IN THE COURT OF SAVOY

This book is the first major study in English of the duchy of Savoy during the
period of the Thirty Years’ War.

Rather than examining Savoy purely in terms of its military or geo-strategic
role, Dynasty and Diplomacy in the Court of Savoy comprises three interwoven
strands: the dynastic ambitions of the ruling House of Savoy, the family interests
of an elite clan in ducal service, and the unique role played by one member
of that clan, Abate Alessandro Scaglia (1592–1641), who emerged as one
of Europe’s most widely known diplomats. Scaglia, the focus of the book,
affords insights not only into Savoyard court politics and diplomacy, but more
generally into a diplomatic culture of seventeenth-century Europe. With his
image fixed by a remarkable series of Van Dyck portraits, Scaglia is emblematic
of an international network of princes, diplomats, courtiers and artists, at the
point of contact between dynasticism, high politics and the arts.
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and accepted usage; otherwise I have used the proper nouns according
to the appropriate language – thus, ‘Philip IV of Spain’, while ‘Carlo
Emanuele I of Savoy’. For major individuals I have, at the first appropriate
occasion, given birth and death dates (including ruling sovereigns, rather
than their regnal dates). All dates, including those taken from English
sources, are given according to the New Style with the year beginning
1 January.
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