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This book situates Romans 14.1-15.13 in the context of first-
century Roman thought, using the lenses of asceticism (especially
vegetarianism), superstition, and obligation. It also seeks to situate
this section of Romans within the letter as a whole, and concludes
by arguing that the section illustrates the theme, or primary topos,
of the letter: that Paul, his gospel, and those who follow it are not
shameful. New contributions to Romans research surface where
this book examines the terms “strong” and “weak” in light of their
use within Roman social discourse; identifies the Roman social
value of obligation throughout the letter as a key element both
within Paul’s self-understanding and in his ethical teaching; raises
previously unrecognized implications of the letter’s occasional
nature for how we read and use Romans; and traces the topos of
not being ashamed through the letter and back to its roots in the
LXX.
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PREFACE

The opportunity to write a book on Romans has reminded me of
my first Christmas visit to my in-laws” home. Everyone was talking
in a crowded room, and it wasn’t clear who was listening to whom.,
Just as it was difficult to listen and converse with everyone that first
visit, so it is a challenge to interact well with everyone writing on
Romans. Sometimes a nod or a glance is given, when an in-depth
conversation is preferable. In any case, I have done my best in this
book to recognize and converse with many who are writing on
Romans.

This book began as my dissertation, “The ‘Strong’ and the
‘Weak’ in Rome and in Paul’s Theology,” accepted at the Uni-
versity of Chicago in the summer of 1990. I express thanks to the
director of my dissertation, H. D. Betz, for mentioning this passage
of Romans as a text that needed work. His suggestion of looking at
the text through the lenses of asceticism, superstition, and obliga-
tion has been formative and helpful in the project. I also thank
Arthur J. Droge and Richard P. Saller, the other members of my
committee.

Since 1990 1 have undertaken a thorough revision of the project,
omitting an exegetical chapter, conversing with authors who have
published on Romans since 1990, and integrating my findings on
this section of Romans with the whole letter.

An earlier version of chapter 3 was presented by invitation in
November of 1992 at an SBL session on the social history of
Judaism and Christianity. An earlier version of chapter 12 was
presented in February of 1997 to the Twin Cities NT Trial Balloon
Society. I thank those present at those occasions for their comments
on the papers. In addition, I wish to thank Steven E. Enderlein,
Robert Hodgson, Jr., Robert Jewett, and Mark D. Nanos for their
conversation and encouragement along the way. Of course, I alone
carry the responsibility for all the weaknesses of this book. I hope

xiii
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xiv Preface

that my readers may share some of the pleasure and excitement
that I experience in studying Romans.

I have done my best to indicate where I have used existing
translations. If no such indication is found with regard to a given
quotation, the translation is my own.
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Barbara Aland. Berlin/New York: Walter de
Gruyter, 1988

BBB Bonner biblische Beitrédge

BDB Brown, Francis; Driver, S. R.; and Briggs, Charles
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