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Academic self-esteem, 38, 45. See also
Schools, self-esteem promotion
in

gender differences in, 257
vs. global self-esteem, 356357
hierarchy of, 105
Acceptance, 304-305
latitude of, in self-certainty assessment,
115

Acculturation, in nonblack minority
populations, 240-241

Achievement

lack of. See Failure
in school
factors affecting, 368-369
self-esteem promotion in. See Schools,
self-esteem promotion in
stages of, 363—367, 363f, 365f
Acquisitive strategy, for self-esteem
protection, 419
Acting, in low self-esteem, 423
Actualization, of self
in low self-esteem, 409
as motivation, 308

Adolescents
arena of comfort for, 211
life-transitions in, timing of, 212
poverty beginning in, 266—267
role partner segregation by, 211
self-discomfort of, 205
self-esteem of, 135-156

developmental trajectories of, 139-142
dimensions of, 137138
economic hardship effects on, 146
family relations and, 143-146
future research on, 150-151
gender influences on, 148-149
individual differences in, 138—142
interparental relations and, 145-146
longitudinal studies of, 139-142
low, anxiety in, 411
parental control and, 144-145
parental support and, 143-144
peer relations and, 146-148
previous studies of, 135-136
vs. social class, 312315

self-image of, 13-14, 16

Affect. See Emotions
Affective commitment, 164

identity salience and, 39, 42, 43f, 47
in identity theory, 34

African-Americans

culture of, imitated by other ethnic
groups, 230
peer support among, for children and
adolescents, 147
self-esteem of, 224-239
African cultural influence on, 237239
black pride movement and, 318
contextual dissonance and, 23
deviant behavior and, 385
factors affecting, 232235
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African-Americans (continued)
future research on, 230—232
historical overview of, 225229, 227f
measurement of, 67—68, 67t, 69t, 74,
75t, 76-78
paradoxical patterns in, 233-237,
317-320, 324
psychological adjustment and, 226,
207f, 228-229
religious institutions and, 231-232
skin color preference tests, 226, 226f,
228-230, 318—319, 321—322
socialization effects on, 231
theory of, 224—225
welfare reform effects on. See Women,
welfare reform impact on
stratification beliefs of. See Stratification
beliefs
Age. See also Adolescents; Children; Life
course
vs. depression incidence, 410
in performing arts, relevance of, 169-170
vs. preference for white skin color, in
African-Americans, 231
in professional sports, relevance of,
169-170
vs. self-esteem, 180—181
in females, 256—257
socioeconomic status effects on,
23—24, 429
Agency, 86, 304305
importance of, gender differences in,
258—260
Aggression
within family, children’s self-esteem and,
146
in low self-esteem, 414
in shame, 96
Alcohol use
in low self-esteem, 404
self-enhancing consequences of, 392
self-esteem vs. self-deprecation and, 74,
75t, 7678
Alienation, in low self-esteem, 427
Alzheimer’s disease, loss of mattering in.
See Mattering, loss of, in
caregiver—care recipient
relationship
Ambiguity, intolerance of, in low self-
esteem, 416

Index

Ambivalence, 106
American Dream
failure to achieve. See Failure, of central
identity achievement
of women on welfare, 267268
Anxiety
low self-esteem and, 408, 411-412
self-concept and, 16—17
self-discomfort and, 199, 201, 203
social, in low self-esteem, 408
unconstructive thinking in, 416
Apartheid, self-esteem impacts of, 238
Appraisal stage, of achievement, 363-367,
363f, 365
Arena of comfort, for cumulative change,
211212
Arousal, in self-comfort, 199—201, 200t
Arrogance, 89—-90
Artists, occupational failure of, 171
Athletic abilities
failure of, 169—171
in self-concept characterization, in
children, 137
self-esteem related to, 105
Attention mattering, 14
Attitude, self-, 20~21, 162163
Attitude certainty, 108, 115~116
Attribution, self-. See Self-attribution
Authenticity, 92-93, 304305
in low self-esteem, 422
Authoritarian vs. authoritative control, of
children, self-esteem and, 144-145
Autonomy
importance of, gender differences in, 257
in Native-American cultures, 276—277
Avocational crime, self-esteem and, 385
Avoidance
of failure, in school, 359360, 360t, 365,
365f, 366, 368, 382—383
in low self-esteem, vs. avoidant
personality, 427
for self-comfort, 202
of self-devaluing experiences, 389
Awareness
of racial group ranking, 233
selective, in minority groups, 321
of self, as motivation, 306

Backstage self
cultural differences in, 214—215
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massive historical event effects on, 212
short-term comfort or discomfort with,
206
support of, 207
Barometric self-concept, 406—407
Barriers
to economic success, 264—267, 265t, 266f,
267t
in low self-esteem, 420—423
Baseline self-concept, 406—407
Belongingness, need for, 425
Bem theory of self-attribution, 13
Bereavement, loss of mattering and, in
caregiver—care recipient
relationship, 288, 289, 299
Blackman interpersonal congruency
theory, 92
Blacks
American. See African-Americans
non-American, self-esteem of, 237—239
Body image, of children and adolescents,
gender differences in, 148
Borderline personality disorder, self-
description in, 107
Boredom, in self-comfort, 199
Breakwell identity model, 165-166
Bureaucracy, impersonality of, self-
comfort and, 213
Business executives, failure to attain higher
position, 171-172

California Commission to Promote Self-
Esteem, g0

California Task Force on Self-Esteem and
Social Responsibility, 352353,
369—372

Campbell Self-Concept Clarity Scale,
114-115, 128

Caregiver—care recipient relationship, loss
of mattering in. See Mattering,
loss of, in caregiver—care
recipient relationship

Carryover effects, on self-esteem, 116, 1171,
118

Categorical thinking, in low self-esteem,
416

Cathectic modality, of self, 33

Centrality, psychological. See Psychological
centrality/importance

Certainty. See Self-certainty

439

Challenge, comfort alternation and,
208-209
Change, arena of comfort in, 211—212
Character, in self-concept characterization,
in children, 137
Cheating, to avoid failure, 383
Children
abuse of, low self-esteem due to, 144
arena of comfort for, 211
identities of, shaping of, 206
self-concept of
game stage of, 19-20
primitive, 19
self-esteem of, 135-156
developmental trajectories of, 139-142
dimensions of, 137138
economic hardship effects on, 146
family relations and, 143-146
future research on, 150151
gender influences on, 148149
improvement of, in school. See
Schools, self-esteem promotion in
individual differences in, 138—142
interparental relations and, 145-146
longitudinal studies of, 139-142
low, depression in, 410
parental control and, 144-145
parental support and, 143144, 257
peer relations and, 146—148
previous studies of, 135-136
vs. socioeconomic status, 23~24,
312-315
self-image of, 13-14
Clarity, of self-concept, in certainty
assessment, 114—115, 128
Cognition
interdependence with affect, 31—32, 35
in low self-esteem, 412-418
contents, 412—415
processes, 415-418
representation of, certainty about,
103-104
in self-comfort, 203
in self-consciousness, 205
self-schema in, 92
Cognitive modality, of self, 33
Cognitive social psychology, 13-18
Colective efficacy, 94
Collective responsibility, in African ethos,
237—238
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Colonialism, global, self-esteem impacts
of, 238—239
Color, skin, preference for, vs. self-esteem,
226, 227f, 228-230, 318-319,
321322
Columbia University, Rosenberg graduate
studies and teaching at, 11-12, 25
Comfort, with self. See Self-comfort
Commitment
affective, 164
identity salience and, 39
in identity theory, 33, 34, 39, 42, 43f, 47
interactional, 164
to salient identity, 164
Community
concern for, in African ethos, 237—238
size of, role identities in, 213
Compatibility, with perceived views,
comfort and, 200
Compensation, as self-defense mechanism,
88
Competency, in global self-esteem, 40—41
Complexity
self-comfort preservation in, 209
substantive, of occupation, 179, 182, 183t,
184f, 185187, 188t, 189t, 190, 194,
195§
Compliance, as coping strategy, 166
Components principle, of social structure,
310, 312, 315
Conative modality, of self, 33
Concealment, in low self-esteem, 422, 427
Concept, of self. See Self-concept
Confidence, in self. See Self-confidence
Confirmation, by others, 205-206
Conflict
family, children’s self-esteem and,
145-146
inner, in low self-esteem, 415-416
role, discomfort in, 210
Conformity, social, shame role in, 96
Connection, importance of, gender
differences in, 257
Conscience
absence of, 96
guilt development and, 96
Consciousness, of self. See Self-
consciousness
Consensus
in inequality legitimation, 332

Index

in Native-American cultures, 276-278
Consistency. See Self-consistency
Consistency motive, 107, 307

in performance failure, 48—49
Constructive thinking, in high self-esteem,

416
Content self-consistency, 106-107
Contextual dissonance or concordance,
2224, 316

in minority groups, 319
Contextuality

of self-evaluation, 308-309, 313314

in minority groups, 319

of social structure, 310

Conviction, weakness of, in low self-
esteem, 415—416
Cooley, Charles Horton

on children and adolescents, 135-136

“looking-glass self,” 2021, 305
Cooley-Mead award, 21
“Cooling the mark (victim) out” concept,

166—168
Cooperation, in African ethos, 237-238
Coping
with failure, 158-159
in low self-esteem
consequences of, 423—427
moat mentality in, 420—423
risk avoidance in, 418—420

necessity for discomfort in, 212

self-comfort level and, 199

substance abuse in, 391392

with threats, strategies for, 165
Core self, in low self-esteem, 422
Core values, acting in accordance with, 92
Credibility

distribution of, in self-certainty, 123127

latitude of, in self-certainty assessment,

115-118, 117
selective, in self-concept formation, 88,
136
Crime. See also Deviant behavior
avocational, self-esteem and, 385
Criticism, hypersensitivity to, in low self-
esteem, 402—405, 418, 420, 425
Cross-product method, for esteem and
salience weighting, 37-39
Cultural factors
in self-comfort, 214215, 218
in self-efficacy, 279—281
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in self-esteem, 317318
of African-Americans, 234, 237—238
of self-esteem, in nonblack minority
populations, 240-241
in social class perception, 311
Cynicism, in low self-esteem, 413

Dare tail, in thin tail hypothesis, of self-
certainty, 127
Defensive mechanisms
in low self-esteem, 422
in self-esteem protection, in African-
Americans, 234
Deficiency motivation, for growth, 409
Deflection coping strategy, 166
Delinquency. See Deviant behavior
Della Fave self-evaluation theory of
legitimation process, 332333
Dependence, caregiver—care recipient. See
Mattering, loss of, in
caregiver—care recipient
relationship
Dependence mattering, 14
Depersonalization, transient, 16, 204
in low self-esteem, 417-418
in massive social changes, 212
Depersonalization disorder, vs. transient
depersonalization, 417-418
Deprecation, of self. See Self-deprecation
Depression
economic, self-discomfort in, 212
mental
ineffectiveness and, 203-204
after loss of mattering, 296, 297,
297t
in low self-esteem, 407, 410, 416
low self-esteem and, 410
performance effects of, 46
self-certainty in, 116, 11/f, 118
self-concept and, 16-17
self-discomfort and, 199, 201, 203204
vs. self-efficacy, 45, 9394
vs. self-worth, 45
Derogation, of self. See Self-derogation
Desirability, latitude of, in self-certainty
assessment, 115
Development, motivation for, 409
Deviant behavior
in absence of conscience, 96
as acceptable standard, 390

441

gratification in, immediate vs. delayed,
390
measurement of, 378
self-esteem relationships to, 49, 375-399
deviance increasing self-esteem,
389-393
deviance reducing self-esteem,
393-394
literature reviews on, 376—379
low self-esteem decreasing later
deviance, 386—388
low self-esteem increasing later
deviance, 380386
theories on, 375-376, 378—379
sporadic, 49
Diaspora, of African black people, 237~239
Dictators, high self-esteem of, 89~90
Discipline, of children, self-esteem and,
144-145
Discomfort, with self. See Self-discomfort
Discrimination
against nonblack ethnic groups, 241
racial
coping with, 238
self-esteem effects of, 231, 273-274, 320
Displacement, as self-defense mechanism,
88
Dissemblement, in low self-esteem,
422423, 426
Distress
emotional. See also Anxiety; Depression
in low self-esteem, 409—412
in self-discomfort, 201
Distributional models, of self-certainty,
123-127
Divorce, children’s self-esteem and, 145-146
Doll tests, for skin color, in self-esteem
evaluation, 226, 227f, 228-230,
318—319, 321322
Domination, in inequality legitimation,
332, 334, 335t, 339, 341, 342
Dream, American
failure to achieve. See Failure, of central
identity achievement
of women on welfare, 267268
Drug abuse. See Alcohol use; Substance
abuse

Education. See Schools
Effectance motivation, 65
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Efficacy, self-. See Self-efficacy
Ego-defense mechanisms, as self-defense
mechanisms, 88
Ego extensions, 306
Elaboration, in methodology, 26
Embarrassment, 199, 205
Emotion(s). See also specific emotions
generalizability of, in discomfort, 210
primary, vs. reflexive emotions, 95
reflexivity effects on, 21, 94-97
self-comfort and, 198-199, 203
in self-consciousness, 205
self-directed, 95-97
in self-discrepancy, 9i—92
as self-esteem component, 30-31, 35
Emotional distress. See also Anxiety;
Depression
in low self-esteem, 409—412
Emotional support, in caregiver—care
recipient relationship, loss of
mattering and, 291t, 292—293,
294t, 295
Empathy, 21
vs. reflexive emotions, 95
Empowerment, self-efficacy in, 94
Encouragement, of caregivers, 293, 295
English language proficiency, in minority
groups, self-development and, 242
Environmental changes, for self-esteem
promotion, 87-88
Epistemic self-uncertainty, 107
Ethnic factors. See Minority groups; Racial
factors; specific ethnic groups
Evaluation
accurate, 207
by others
in multiple contexts, 210
self-comfort and, 206—207
of self. See Self-evaluation
Evaluative self-consistency, 106
Executive function, 86
Expectations
comfort and, 200, 204
of women on welfare, 267268, 274-275
Extensions of self, self-comfort and,
202—203, 207—208
Extraversion
in low self-esteem, 423
self-view of, certainty of, 110

Index

Extreme self-esteem
certainty or uncertainty in, 108-109
deviant behavior in, 393

Failure
of central identity achievement, 157-176
central identity definition and, 159-161
in freelance population, 172
in midlife crisis, 161-162
in military, 171-172
multiple identities and, 159
overview of, 158-159
in professional sports, 171
in research, 172
theoretical perspectives in, 162-168
variables in, 169171
conforming to low self-image, 163
in conventional environment, deviant
behavior in, 386, 390
excuses for, 167, 388
in students, 360
fear of, in low self-esteem, 419, 432—433
identity change after, 209
importance of, gender differences in, 257
in occupation. See also Failure, of central
identity achievement
defined by supervisor, 158
factors affecting, 429—431
performance
consistency motive in, 48—49
selectivity in, 48—49
in performing arts, 169—171
protection against, 167-168
proximate environment changes after,
209
saving face in, 167-168
in school
avoidance of, 359—360, 360t, 365, 365f,
366, 368, 382—383
self-esteem promotion in. See Schools,
self-esteem promotion in
in sports, 169-171
Falseness, authenticity concept and, 92-93
Familiarity, feeling of, in self-comfort, 199,
200t
Family. See also Parents
of African-Americans, in self-esteem
development, 231-232
in backstage self-support, 207
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in minority groups, 242-243
relations with, children’s self-concept
and, 143-146
Fatalism, self-esteem vs. self-deprecation
and, 74, 75t, 77
Favorability, of routine self, 126
Fear tail, in thin tail hypothesis, of self-
certainty, 126
Feedback. See also Reflected appraisals
confirmatory, by others, 205-206
negative, preference for, self-certainty
and, 109-110
nonconfirmatory, 207
positive
in low self-esteem, 420
preference for, self-certainty and,
109110
school grades as, 361
type of, vs. self-esteem level, self-
certainty and, 109-110
Femininity, vs. masculinity, 258. See also
Gender differences
Feminist practice theory, 259, 260
Feuds, family, shame-rage reaction in,
9697
Freelance workers, occupational failure of,
171
Freud, Sigmund, ego-defense mechanisms
of, as self-defense mechanisms, 88
Friendship, among children and
adolescents, self-esteem and,
147-148
Gang wars, shame-rage reaction in, 96-97
Gender differences. See also Women,
welfare reform impact on
in global self-esteem
in children and adolescents, 142,
148-149, 256
measurement of, 67, 67t, 69t, 70, 71t,
731, 74, 75t, 76-78
in loss of mattering, in caregiver—care
recipient relationship, 293, 294t
in Native-American cultures, 277
in parental support, 143-144, 257
in peer relations, in children and
adolescents, 147
in powerlessness, 214
Generalizability, emotional, in discomfort,
210

443

Generalized performance, 4243, 43f
Geographical mobility, self-comfort and,
213
Glass ceilings, for African-Americans, 344
Global self-esteem
vs. academic self-esteem, 356—357
bidimensional view of, 60, 62, 71t, 72,
73t, 76-77
conceptualization of, 57-63
definition of, 56
in hierarchy, 105
measurement of, 56—84
conceptualization issues in, 57—63
discussion of, 76-78
methods for, 6668, 67t, 69t, 8384
results of, 7076, 71t, 73t, 75t
terminology for, 63
theoretical rationale for, 6366
multidimensional vs. unitary nature of,
40—42
negative components of, 60, 62-65
vs. occupational self-efficacy, 430
positive components of, 62, 63, 65-66
protection of, 65—66
role performance effects on, 4749
vs. role-specific self-esteem, 36
unitary vs. multidimensional view of,
40-42, 61-63, 70, 71t, 72, 73t,
76-77
weighted role-specific effects on, 3739
Goals
lowering of, to avoid failure, 383
setting of
in constructive thinking, 416
in low self-esteem, 417
of student learning, 369
Goffman, Erving, “cooling the mark out”
concept of, 166-168
Gratification, from deviant behavior,
immediate vs. delayed, 390
Groups. See also Minority groups; specific
groups
behavioral standards of
decreasing deviant behavior, 386—388
deviant behavior conforming to,
389-390
failure to conform with, low self-
esteem in, 393—394
rejection of, 394
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Groups (continued)
collective efficacy of, 94
deviant behavior in
increasing self-esteem, 389—393
low self-esteem caused by, 393-394
low self-esteem causing, 381—382
regarded as normative, 385
equality among, in Native-American
cultures, 275-276
identification with, 275, 306
of immigrants, size of, vs. assimilation
rate, 242
Growth motivation, 409
Guilt, 9597

Handicapping, 110-112
to avoid failure, 383
Happiness, vs. comfort, 201
Health attitudes and behaviors, self-esteem
vs. self-deprecation and, 74, 75t,
77-78
Helplessness
deviant behavior in, 387
learned. See Learned helplessness
Hierarchy
vs. circle form of leadership, in Native-
American cultures, 278
of identity salience, 34
prominence, 164
of self-schema, 105-106
Higgins self-discrepancy theory, 91-92
High self-esteem
certainty or uncertainty in, 108, 109
in children, 140
controversy over, 1—3
deviant behavior caused by, 388
deviant behavior causing, 389—393
extreme, deviant behavior in, 393
handicapping in, 111
longitudinal studies of, in children and
adolescents, gender differences
in, 148-149
loss of, in children and adolescents, 140,
149
maintenance of, in children and
adolescents, 149
in managerial roles, 430~431
as motivation, 307
motivation for, in low self-esteem, 407

Index

negative qualities associated with,
89—91
philotimo in, 8g9—90
vs. role importance, 37-38
selective occupational recruitment for,
179—180
self-certainty in, 102103, 117f, 118-119
stability in, 12
Hispanics
assimilation rate of, vs. country of
origin, 241
deviant behavior in, vs. self-esteem, 385
familism in, 242-243
global self-esteem of, measurement of,
6768, 67t, 69t, 74, 75t, 76—78
stratification beliefs of. See Stratification
beliefs
Home
as arena of comfort or haven, 209, 214
as uncomfortable place, 209
vs. workplace, preference for, 430
Honor, loss of, 96—97
Hope, of women on welfare, 272273
Hopelessness, of women on welfare, 271
Hostility
in low self-esteem, 414
in self-uncertainty, 128
House’s social structure principles,
309310, 312, 315
Hubris, in self-esteem, 89—90
Humiliation, 96
Humility, utility of, in low self-esteem,
430—431
Hyperalertness, in low self-esteem, 404
Hypersensitivity, in low self-esteem,
402-405, 418, 420, 425
Hypervigilance, in low self-esteem, 404,
425

“I” -”Me” conversation, 18-19, 86
Identifications, in self-concept formation,
306
Identity(ies)
actual vs. perceived, self-comfort and,
202203
Breakwell model of, 165166
central, failure to achieve. See Failure, of
central identity achievement
changing of, after failure or loss, 209
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definition of, 201—202
discredited vs. discreditable, 166-167
extension of, others as, 207208
important, 202
incompatibility of, discomfort in,
202—203, 216
lack of, 202
as motivation, 306
multiple, 159
self-comfort and, 202, 209
principles of, 165
processes of, 165
search for, cultural differences in, 215
selection of, vs. size of community or
organization, 213
shaping of, 206
social context of; 165
spoiled, 162
stability of, 203
structure of, 165
temporary loss of (transient deper-
sonalization), 16, 204, 212, 417—418
verification of, by significant others, 206
Identity diffusion, 202, 406
Identity-foreclosure, discomfort from, 202
Identity salience. See Salience, identity
Identity theory
components of, 3334
definition of, 29
multiple identities in, 164
self-esteem relationship with, 2955
commitments and, 46—47
identity theory characteristics, 33-35
importance and, 34-35, 39, 42, 43,
46—47
model of, 4244, 43f
questions raised in, 29—31
rationale for, 31-33
reciprocities in, 47—49
role performance and, 42—46, 43f
salience and, 39, 46—47
self-esteemn theory characteristics,
35-42
variables of, 44
Illness
caregiver—care recipient. See Mattering,
loss of, in caregiver—care
recipient relationship
self-efficacy beliefs and, 93—94

445

Immigration
of black persons, from other continents,
discrimination by and against,
237238
recency of, assimilation rate and,
241-242
Importance
definition of, 46
vs. identity salience, 3435, 39, 42, 43f,
46—47
Importance mattering, 14
Impression management, latitudes model
applied to, 19~120
Improvement, of self, 64, 98, 308
Imputation, selective
in children, 143
in self-concept formation, 88, 136
Incredibility, latitude of, in self-certainty
assessment, 115-116
Indecision, in low self-esteem, 415-416
Indians, American. See Native Americans
Individualism, 90—91
gender differences in, 259
Individualistic stratification beliefs, self-
evaluation and, 331, 337-338, 339t,
3401, 342, 349
Ineffectiveness, depression and, 203—204
Inflexibility, intellectual, in low self-
esteem, 416
Information processing, in humans, 13. See
also Selectivity
sources for, 407
Inhibition, in low self-esteem, 421—422
Injustice, sense of, self-esteem vs. self-
deprecation and, 74, 75t, 77
Insanity. See Mental illness
Institutional orientation, negative, in low
self-esteem, 413
Intellectual inflexibility, in low self-esteem,
416
Intensification policy, for school
achievement, 368
Interaction
within culture, self-esteem and, 317,
320
restriction of, in low self-esteem,
420—421
selective, in self-concept formation, 88,
320
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Interactional commitment, 164

identity salience and, 39, 42, 43f, 47

in identity theory, 34
International Council for Self-Esteem, 362
Interpersonal congruency theory, 92
Interpersonal coping strategy, 166
Interpersonal ineptitude, in low self-

esteem, 426—427

Interpretation, in selectivity, 15
Intrapsychic coping strategy, 166
Introversion, self-view of, certainty of, 110
Isolation

as coping strategy, 166

in low self-esteem, 419

James, William
on multiple identities, 159
on role salience, 38-39
on self-esteem stability, 406
self-esteem theory of, 35
on socioeconomic effects of self-esteem,
428
Joy, in special excellence, 204
Judgmental self-confidence, in low self-
esteem, 415—416

Kaplan theory on deviant behavior,
377-378
deviance decreasing self-esteem, 393—394
deviance increasing self-esteem, 389-393
low self-esteem decreasing deviance,
386—388
low self-esteem increasing deviance,
380386
Kernis self-esteem scale, vs. Rosenberg scale,
in stability assessment, 112113
Kinship, in African ethos, 238
Knowledge, of self, vs. self-evaluation, 114

Labeling theory, in mental illness
diagnosis, 22
Language
English, proficiency in, among minority
groups, self-development and,
242
native, deemphasizing of, 243
Latinos. See Hispanics
Latitudes model, of self-certainty, 115-121,
u7f

Index

Lazarsfeld, Paul, 11—12, 25
Leadership
in low self-esteem, 419—420
in Native-American cultures, 278
self-efficacy in, 94
Learned helplessness
depression and, 203—204
self-efficacy and, 9394
in women, 214
Learning
generalization of, 179
goals for, 369
grades as, 359—361, 360t
self-esteem issues in. See Schools, self-
esteem promotion in
self-motivation for, 357
Legitimation, as stratification belief, self-
evaluation and, 332~334, 335t, 341
Levinson “The Dream” concept, 159—161
Life course. See also Adolescents; Age;
Children
self-esteem during
occupational conditions and. See
Occupation, self-esteem in,
across life course
social class effects on, 312-316
transitions in, self-comfort and, 212-213
Life-events, changes in, arena of comfort
for, 211212
Loneliness, in low self-esteem, 425—426
“Looking-glass self,” 2021, 96, 305
Loss of face/honor/pride, 96-97
Low self-esteem, 400—436
in adolescents, 141, 142, 149
alienation in, 427
anxiety in, 411—412
causes of, 402
certainty or uncertainty in, 108, 109
in children, 149
cognitive contents in, 412—415
cognitive processes in, 415-418
concealment in, 422, 427
controversy over, 1-3
creative achievement in, 387
cynicism in, 413
depersonalization in, 417-418
depression in, 410
deviant behavior caused by, 380-386
deviant behavior causing, 393394
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deviant behavior improvement of,
389-393

deviant behavior reduced by, 386-388

discomfort in, 203—204

dissemblement in, 422~423, 426

emotional distress in, 409—412

handicapping in, 111

vs. high self-esteem, 431432

hypersensitivity in, 402—405, 418, 420, 425

instability in, 405—407

interaction restriction in, 420—421

interpersonal ineptitude in, 426—427

loneliness in, 425—426

low spontaneity in, 424

in managerial roles, 430—431

marginalization in, 421

in minority groups, 214

mitigation of, 428—431

moat mentality in, 420-423

of Native Americans, 243, 279

negative attitudes toward institutions
and people in, 413—414

negative self-perception in, 414—415

in noninstitutionalized population, 37

occupational success or failure in,
428-431

passivity in, 425

pathological, deviant behavior in,
392-393

perception of, 428

personality trait accentuation in, 431

pessimism in, 412—413

reactivity to external information in,
406—407

reticence in, 421—422

risk avoidance in, 418—420

self-actualization deficiency in, 409

self-certainty in, 118-119

self-confidence lack in, 408—409

self-consciousness in, 407—408

self-criticism 1in, 402

self-protective strategies in,
consequences of, 423—427

self-uncertainty in, 102-103

in shame, 95—97

shyness in, 421, 426

slowness of response in, 417

socioeconomic problems and, 428—431

stability in, measurement of, 113

sudden drop in vs. chronic, 420
threatened personality in, 411
transient depersonalization in, 16
uncertainty in, 415-416
unconstructive thinking in, 416—417

Malleability, of self-concept, in children
and adolescents, 138
Managerial roles, vs. self-esteem, 430—431
Marginalization, in low self-esteem, 421
Marital relationships, children’s self-esteem
and, 145-146
Markus, Hazel, possible selves concept, 92,
160—164~165
Marxian view, of social class, 311, 315
Masculinity, vs. femininity, 258. See also
Gender differences
Mastery
importance of, gender differences in, 257
after loss of mattering, 296, 297, 297t
vs. stratification beliefs, 338—339, 339t,
341-342, 343t, 344, 349
Materialism, self-esteem related to, 306
Mattering
description of, 285-286
forms of, 14-15
loss of, in caregiver—care recipient
relationship, 288—299
adult children-parent, 290, 291t
antecedents of, 201t, 293, 294t, 295
bereavement and, 288, 289, 299
compensation for, 290
consequences of, 295299, 297t
correlates of, 2900-293, 291t
duration of caregiving and, 291-292
immersion in caregiving role and,
291t, 292, 294t, 295
loss of self and, 291—292
measurement of, 289—290
past relationship and, 291t, 292, 294t,
295
role overload and, 291-292, 295
social support in, 291t, 292-293, 294t,
295, 208
sociodemographics and, 291t, 293,
294t, 295, 298-299
spousal, 290, 291t, 295
study method for, 288—290
self-esteem relationship to, 286
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Mead, George Herbert, 12
on children and adolescents, 135-136
“I” -”Me” conversation, 18-19, 86
on identity theory, 33
symbolic interactionist approach of, 31
Mental illness
diagnosis of, 22
interpersonal aspects of, 21-22
vs. low self-esteem, 409
self-concept and, 16-17
self-efficacy beliefs and, 93—94
Merton, Robert, 11, 12
Methodology, Rosenberg development of,
25-26
Midlife crisis, 161-162
Military, failure to attain rank in, 171
Mills, C. Wright, 12, 19
Minority groups. See also Racial factors;
specific group
acculturation in, 240241
ethnic enclaves of, 242243
self-comfort of, powerlessness and, 214
self-esteem of
English language proficiency and, 242
familism in, 242243
nonblack, 239-243
recency of immigration and, 241-242
research result inconsistency in, 240
socialization in, 226, 240—241
Moat mentality, in low self-esteem,
420—423
Moral conduct
decline of, shame and, 97
reflexive emotions in, 95-97
self-condemnation in, guilt in, 95-97
standards for, deviant behavior and, 385
Moral doubt, in low self-esteem, 415-416
Moral nature, of self-esteem, 8g—90
Moral self-image, 160
Mortification, 2021, 96
Motivation. See also Self-motivation
effectance, 65
Multiculturalism, self-esteem effects of, 243
Multivariate analysis, Rosenberg approach
to, 26
Mysticism, in low self-esteem, 416—417

Native Americans
barriers to, 273274

Index

community connections of, 275-276
consensus use by, 276
culture of
vs. dominant culture, 278
empowerment through, 279
values in, 242
expectations of, 274275
gender attitudes of, 277
self-concept of, 275
self-efficacy of, 279
self-esteem of, 279—281
future research needs for, 243
welfare reform impact on, 261t, 262,
263t, 273—281
Negative attitudes and thinking
as coping strategy, 166
in low self-esteem, 413—414, 416
Network embeddedness, self-comfort and,
210-211, 213
Normative conduct, reflexive emotions in,
95-97

Objects, self-esteem related to, 306
Occupation
of caregiver, in Alzheimer’s disease care,
loss of mattering and, 290
failure in. See also Failure, of central
identity achievement
defined by supervisor, 158
factors affecting, 429—431
vs. self-esteem, 428
in gender-atypical position, threats in,
166
importance of, gender differences in, 257
organizational size in, role identities in,
213
retirement from, 212, 410
routinization of; 179, 182, 183t, 184f,
185187, 188t, 189t
selective recruitment and retention in,
179-180
self-direction in, importance of, 178-179
self-esteem in
across life course, 177-197
implications for social change,
193-196, 195f
measurement of, 182, 183t
model for, 182, 184-187, 184f
study data for, 181
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study results of, 187, 188t—189t,
190-193
social class aspects of, 315-316
vs. social class, 178
substantive complexity of, 179, 182, 183t,
184f, 185187, 188t, 189t, 190, 194,
195f
success in, barriers to, 264—267, 265t,
266f, 267t
supervision in, 179, 182, 183t, 184f,
185-187, 188t, 1891, 190, 192193
unemployment in. See also Women,
welfare reform impact on
self-esteem and, 314315
threats in, 166
Onstage self
cultural differences in, 215
family unawareness of, 207
short-term comfort or discomfort with,
206
Ontologic self-uncertainty, 107
Oppressed persons, self-esteem in, 225, 324
Organizations
in professional sports, failure and, 170-171
size of, role identities in, 213
success within, 430
Other-directedness, in low self-esteem, 423
Overstrivers, in failure avoidance, 366367

Parents
control by, children’s self-concept and,
144-145
rebellion against, 145
relations between, children’s self-concept
and, 145-146
relations with, in self-concept
characterization, in children,
137
support of, children’s self-concept and,
143-144, 257
Passing, as coping strategy, 166
Passivity, in low self-esteem, 425
Peer relations, in self-concept
characterization, in children, 137,
146—148
Perceived similarities, in negative self-
concept, 64
Perception. See also Self-perception
selective, 15-16

449

Perceptiveness, perceived, in negative self-
concept, 64
Performance
generalized, 4243, 43f
improvement of, failure of, 48
inhibition of, handicapping in, 110112,
383
job
factors affecting, 429—431
supervisor’s rating of, in low self-
esteem, 430
role
in multiple contexts, 210-211
self-esteem and identity relationships
with, 42—49, 43f
vs. self-esteem, 408—409
in various identities, importance of, 202
Performing arts, failure in, 169-171
Personal relevance, in self-esteem, of
African-Americans, 234
Personal responsibility, in self-concept
characterization, in children,
137
Pessimism, in low self-esteem, 412—413
Phenomenal self, in certainty studies, 116,
17f, 122
Phenomenology, 24
Philanthropy, self-esteem vs. self-
deprecation and, 74, 751, 77
Philotimo, in high self-esteem, 89—90
Physical abilities. See also Athletic abilities
in self-concept characterization, in
children, 137
Physical appearance
in self-concept characterization, in
children, 137
self-perception of, in children and
adolescents, gender differences
in, 148
skin color preferences, vs. self-esteem,
226, 2271, 228-230, 318-319,
321-322
Planning, strategic, in low self-esteem,
424
Pleasure principle, as motivation, 307
Political cynicism and suspiciousness, in
low self-esteem, 413, 415—416, 422
Positivity strivings, 64—65
Possible selves concept, 92, 160, 164-165
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Poverty
beliefs about. See Stratification beliefs
feminization of, 264
welfare for. See Women, welfare reform
impact on
Power
gender differences in, 257
self-comfort and, 213—214, 218
Pregnancy, teen-age, as poverty cause,
266—267, 267t
Prejudice, racial, self-esteem effects of,
320
Preparation stage, of achievement, 363-367,
363f, 365f
Pretense (dissemblement), in low self-
esteem, 422—423, 426
Pride, 20-21
black, 318
excessive, 89—90
loss of, 96—97
related to extensions of self, 202—203
Privacy, cultural differences in, 214-215
Private self-consciousness, 407—408
Problem solving, in low self-esteem, 417
Projection, as self-defense mechanism, 88
Prominence hierarchies, 164
Prosocial attitudes and behaviors, self-
esteem vs. self-deprecation and,
745 75t 77
Protective strategies, for self-esteem,
65—66, 234, 419
in African-Americans, 234
Proximity principle, of social structure,
310, 312, 315
Psychological adjustment, of African-
Americans, 226, 227f, 228-229
Psychological centrality/importance,
65—66, 160—161, 163
vs. identity salience, 3435
in self-concept formation, 88-89
in social class impact moderation,
313-314
Psychological rigidity, in low self-esteem,
416
Psychological selectivity, in minority
groups, 320
Public assistance, women in. See Women,
welfare reform impact on
Public self-consciousness, 408

Index

Punishment, of children, self-esteem and,
144-145

Racial factors. See also African-Americans;
Hispanics
in parental support, 144
in peer relations, in children and
adolescents, 147
in school achievement, 368
in self-esteem, 317325
in children, 318-322
interactionist study approach to, 317
measurement of, 67—68, 67t, 69t, 74,
75t, 76-78
Native-American cultures impacted
by welfare reform, 261t, 262, 263t,
273—281
paradoxical patterns in, 317-320, 324
psychological selectivity in, 320~322
self-evaluation components and,
322-324
structural study approach to, 317
traditional wisdom on, 317-318
Rationalization, as self-defense
mechanism, 88
Reaction formation, as self-defense
mechanism, 88
Reaction time, vs. self-esteem, 417
Reactivity, to external information
sources, in low self-esteem,
406—407
Reality principle, 307308
Realness, authenticity concept and, 92-93
Recognized self, in self-certainty studies,
124-125
Reevaluation coping strategy, 166
Reference selectivity, in minority groups, 322
Reflected appraisals, 305306
in children and adolescents, gender
differences in, 149
credibility of, 127
in minority groups, 225, 323
negative, 64
of African-Americans, 234
from parents, in children’s self-esteem
development, 143-144
perception of, in children, 137
selectivity of, 135136
in self-concept formation, 88, 415
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Reflexivity, 86-87
emotional effects of, 21, 94-97
importance of, 9596
Rejection
latitude of, in self-certainty assessment,
115
of self. See Self-rejection
Relationships
caregiver—care recipient. See Mattering,
loss of, in caregiver—care
recipient relationship
as comfort arenas, 211—212
in networks, 47
new, after loss of mattering, 296, 297, 297t
selection of, 15
Relative realities concept, in self-esteem, 259
Religion
importance of, in African-Americans,
231-232
self-esteemn vs. self-deprecation and, 74,
754,77
Repression, as self-defense mechanism, 88
Respect, for others, in Native-American
cultures, 276-277
Response time, in low self-esteem, 417
Responsibility, collective, in African ethos,
237—238
Reticence, in low self-esteem, 421—422
Retirement
depression in, 410
timing of, self-comfort and, 212
Rhodewalt model, for self-certainty
studies, 116, 117f, 118, 123
Risk taking
avoidance of, in low self-esteem, 418—420
identity stability and, 203
Role(s)
as comfort arena, 211212
conflict among, discomfort in, 210-211
segregation of, self-comfort and,
210-211, 213
taking another’s, benefits of, 21
Role partners, in multiple contexts, self-
comfort and, 210211
Role-related behaviors, in identity theory,
33-34
Role-specific self-esteemn
feedback preferences in, self-certainty
and, 110

451

vs. global self-esteem, 36
role performance effects on, 4749
weighted, global self-esteem impact of,
37-39
Rosenberg, Morris, 1028
awards of, 10, 13, 21
at Columbia University, graduate
studies, 11-12
ideas of
on children and adolescents, 135-136
cognitive social psychology, 13-18
contextual dissonance, 22-24, 316
mattering, 1415
overview of, 10-11
selective perception, 15-16
self as social force, 85
self-concept, 1718, 162-163
self-defense mechanisms, 88
self-objectification, 20
on sociology, 26
symbolic interactionism, 18—22
unitary nature of self, 35-36
Lazarsfeld influence on, 11-12, 25
as methodologist, 25-26
Mills influence on, 12, 19
publications of, 10, 13-14, 17
Black and White Self-Esteem, 23
Conceiving the Self, 10, 17, 162
The Language of Social Research, 25
The Logic of Survey Analysis, 25-26
Society and the Adolescent Self-
Image, 10, 13-14, 19
Self-Esteem Scale, 4, 57—63, 61t
controversy over, 36
ease of administration, 58
face validity of, 58-59
Guttman scaling in, 59-61, 61t
vs. Kernis scale, 112113
time requirements of, 58
unitary aspects of, 40, 59-60
Routine self, in self-certainty studies,
124-125, 127
Routinization, occupational, 179, 182, 183t,
184f, 185—187, 188t, 189t

Salience, identity
vs. commitment, 46—47
commitment to, 164
definition of, 3334, 46
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Salience, identity (continued)
description of, 32
global self-esteem and, 37-39
hierarchy of, 34
vs, importance, 34-35, 39, 42, 43f, 46—47
vs. psychological centrality, 3435, 161
in role-specific self-esteem weighting,
3739
self-comfort and, 202
Satisfaction, vs. comfort, 201
Schools
deviant behavior in, low self-esteem
causing, 382-383
failure in, avoidance of, 359—360, 360t,
365, 365f, 366, 368, 382—383
grades in
importance of, in minority groups,
321
as motivation for learning, 359—361,
360t
importance of, gender differences in, 257
Native-American
advantages of, 279
discrimination in, 274
negative orientation toward, in low self-
esteem, 413
self-concept characterization in, 137-138
self-esteem promotion in, 90, 351-374,
356
atheoretical approach to, 357358
case studies of, 356
causal connections in, 362-367, 363f,
365f
controversy over, 351-353
definitions related to, 353-354
literature review of, 354—357
pitfalls in, 369-372
recommendations for, 367—369
self-worth theory in, 358-362, 360t
subjects in, in self-concept
characterization, in children, 137
Scientists, research, occupational failure of,
171
Secretiveness, in low self-esteem, 426—427
Segregation
racial, self-esteem effects of, 319—320
as self-esteem buffer, 23
Selective interpretation, in minority
groups, 321

Index

Selectivity, 15-16, 8889
in feedback, in large networks, 47
forms of, 15
of interactions, 136
in occupational recruitment and
retention, 179—180
of parent acting more favorably, 143-144
perceptual, of minorities, 319
in performance failure, 48—49
psychological, in minority groups, 320
reference, in minority groups, 322
of reflected appraisals, 135-136
in African-Americans, 235
of self-attribution, 136
sequence of, 89
value, in minority groups, 321-322
Self
extension of, self-comfort and, 202203
highly differentiated, 33
Self-actualization
in low self-esteem, 409
as motivation, 308
Self-attitude, 20~21
vs. self-concept, 162-163
Self-attribution, 88, 306
in children, 137
reflexivity in, 86
selectivity of, 136
theory of, 13
Self-centeredness, 90—91
Self-certainty, 101-134
assessment of, 104-105
categorical, 104, 109—112
dimensional, 104
dimensionally, 115-120
distributional, 104-105
future research on, 130
indirect, 112113
statistical, 105
summary of, 120-121
attitude, 108, 115-116
components of, 102
consistency and, 106—108
definition of, 104105
distributional models of, 123~125
in extreme self-esteem and attitude,
108-109
future research on, 127-130
importance of, 102-103
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lack of. See Self-uncertainty
as mental hierarchy, 105-106
self-enhancement vs. self-verification
and, 125-127
vs. self-schema, 103—104
self-verification and, 109—110
state vs. trait, 121123
terminology of, 103-109
thin tail hypothesis of, 123—127
types of, 103-104
Self-comfort, 198—222
arena of comfort in, 211-212
arousal level in, 199—201, 200t
backstage vs. onstage self and, 205, 207
boring nature of, 199
continuum of, 201
cultural factors in, 214215, 218
in cumulative change, 211212
definition of, 198—201, 200t, 215
emotional cueing of, 198-199
expectations and, 200, 204
extensions of self and, 202203, 207—208
fit with self-view, 200
vs. happiness, 201
in identity compatibility, 201203
interpersonal relations and, 205-215
in large social structure, 212213, 217
longer-term, 201-204, 215
vs. positive self-evaluation, 201
power and, 213—214, 218
privacy and, 214-215
in proximate environment
multiple contexts, 208—212, 216—217
others’ involvement in, 205208, 216
role segregation and, 213
vs. satisfaction, 201
self-esteem and, 203—204
self-evaluation and, 203-204
self-guides to, 204
shorter-term, 204—20s5, 215
size of community or organization and,
213, 217—218
in social change, 212213
temporal aspects of, 199
vs. well-being, 201
Self-competency, in global self-esteem,
40—-41
Self-complexity, self-comfort preservation
in, 209

453

Self-concept
barometric, 406—407
baseline, 406—407
clarity of, in certainty assessment,
114-115, 128
components of, 303
interactions of, 161
vs. context, 405
damage of, consequences of, 16-17
definition of, 162-163, 353, 401
formation of, 15, 137-138
selectivity in, 88
instability of, transient
depersonalization in, 16
malleability of, in children and
adolescents, 138
as motivational system, 35, 87—94
multiplicity of, social inequality and,
303—304
negative, preference for, 64
as product of social environment, 85
self-esteem as dimension of, 18, 401
stability of, 405—407
in children and adolescents, 138—142
structure of, 1718
vulnerability of, 16
Self-confidence
gender differences in, 257
growth of, achievement resulting from,
367-368
judgmental, in low self-esteem, 415-416
in low self-esteem, 408—409
vs. occupational self-direction, 182, 183t,
184-186, 184f, 188t, 189t, 190193
VS, pessimism, 412—413
planful competence in, 417
problem solving and, 417
as Rosenberg scale positive term, 40
vs. self-esteem, 408
of women on welfare, 272273
Self-consciousness, 204-205, 407—408
in adolescents, 138
in low self-esteem, 424
private, 407—408
public, 408
Self-consistency
content, 106—-107
cross-situational, 106
evaluative, 106
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Self-consistency (continued)
in low self-esteem, hypersensitivity and,
404
maintenance of, 35
as motivation system, 87, 91-93, 163, 307
negative self-concept and, 63—64
in self-concept stability, 138
Self-control, reflexivity in, 86, 9597
Self-criticism, in low self-esteem, 402
Self-delusion, 88
Self-deprecation
attempts to win converts in, 64
vs. occupational self-direction, 182, 183t,
184-186, 1841, 188t, 189t, 190-193

as Rosenberg scale negative term, 40, 41

vs. self-worth, factors affecting, 72, 74,
75t, 76
Self-derogation. See also Self-rejection
as Rosenberg scale negative term, 40
Self-disclosure, vs. concealment, 427
Self-discomfort
advantages of, 199
cultural factors in, 214-215, 218
definition of, 200—201, 200t
in discordance fit with views, 200
in discordant feedback from others, 206
emotional concomitants of, 199
expectation violation and, 200, 204
in geographical mobility, 213
in identity incompatibility, 202203, 216
in lack of support from others, 207
in larger social structure, 212213, 217
in life transitions, 212—213
longer-term, 201—204
in low self-evaluation, 203—204
in multiple context environment,
208—212, 216217
in negative evaluation from others,
206—207
negative spillover in, 210-211
as opposite of self-comfort, 198-199
outside arena of comfort, 211—212
powerlessness, 213—214, 218
in reflected shame, 207208
shorter-term, 204—20s, 216
size of community or organization and,
213, 217218
in social change, 212213
Self-discrepancy, 9192

Index

Self-efficacy, 6566
global, vs. performance, 45
in minority groups, 322-323
in Native-American cultures, 279
vs. performance, 4547
role-specific, vs. performance, 4548
self-comfort and, 203—204
vs. self-worth, 4142
as social force, 93, 94
of women on welfare, 270
Self-enhancement, 65
as motivation, 307
vs. self-verification, 125127
Self-esteem
definition of, 103, 354
global. See Global self-esteem
high. See High self-esteem
low. See Low self-esteem
Self-evaluation
certainty about, 103-104
consistency in, 106—107
contextuality of, 308—309
in minority groups, 319
information sources for, in low self-
esteem, 407
multiplicity of, 303, 305-306
positive, vs. self-comfort, 201
reflexivity in, 86
self-comfort and, 203—204
vs. self-knowledge, 114
stratification beliefs and. See
Stratification beliefs
unequal distribution of, vs. societal
resource distribution, 332
Self-exploration, cultural differences in, 215
Self-guides, for expectations, 204
Self-handicapping, 110-112
to avoid failure, 383
Self-identity. See Identity
Self-image
committed, 160
definition of, 103
desired, types of, 160-161
idealized, 160
moral, 160
Self-improvement, 98
need for, 308
negative feedback in, 64
Self-knowledge, vs. self-evaluation, 114
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Self-liking, in global self-esteem, 40—41
Self-motivation, 87-94
for achievement, self-worth theory of,
358—362, 360t
for conforming to conventional
patterns, loss of, 380-382, 390
deficiency motivation in, 409
for discovering negative views of self, in
low self-esteem, 416
for discovering positive view of self, in
high self-esteem, 416
for growth, 409
growth motivation in, 409
guilt in, 96
for learning, 357
reflexivity in, 86
self-consistency as, 163
self-esteem as, 35, 87-94, 163, 306—308
simple sovereign theories of, 308
Self-objectification, 20, 86—87
Self-perception
of children, regarding parents’
knowledge, 143
negative, in low self-esteem, 414—415
Self-picture, dimension of, self-comfort
and, 201—205
Self-promotion, in low self-esteem, 430
Self-realization, as motivation, 308
Self-regard, modes of, 304—305
Self-rejection
deviant behavior caused by, 380385
deviant behavior decreased by, 386-388
deviant behavior increasing, 393394
deviant behavior reducing, 389—393
Self-schema, 92, 165
active, 122-123
definition of, 103—104
latent, 122123
as mental hierarchy, 105-106
reflexive, 122
self-certainty and, 103-104
vs. self-esteem, 104
working, 122
Self-uncertainty
epistemic, 107
hostility in, 128
in low self-esteem, 415416
ontologic, 107
in self-esteem hierarchy, 105
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Self-values, in selectivity, 15
Self-verification, 64—65, 91
failures in, from feedback discrepancies,
206
in low self-esteem, hypersensitivity and,
404
as motivation, 107, 109—110, 307—308
vs. self-enhancement, 125-127
Self-view, definition of, 103
Self-worth
from cultural traditions, 280—281
definition of; 103, 354
vs. performance, 45~46, 48
vs. self-deprecation, 72, 74, 75t, 76
self-efficacy and, 41—42, 65
theory of achievement motivation, in
self-esteem promotion in
schools, 358-362, 360t
Selfishness, 90-91
Sensitivity, to threats, in low self-esteem,
402—405
Shame, 9597
related to extensions of self, 202—203,
207—208
in self-discomfort, 199
Shame-rage reaction, 96—97
Sherif theory of attitudinal change, 15-116
Shyness, in low self-esteem, 421, 426
Significant others
in backstage self-support, 207
lower evaluations from, 210
Similarities, perceived, in negative self-
concept, 64
Situations, selection of, 15
Skin color preference tests, of children, vs.
self-esteem, 226, 2271, 228—230,
318-319, 321322
Slavery, of African-Americans, impact on
self-esteem, 237, 238
Slowness of response, in low self-esteem,
417
Social anxiety, in low self-esteem, 408
Social class
cultural view of, 311
definition of, 311
inequality of. See Social inequality
Marxian view of, 311, 315
occupational conditions associated with,
178
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Social class (continued)
vs. self-esteem, 325
in children and adolescents, 312-315
contextuality of, 313, 316
inequality issues in, 311-317
life course and, 316317
occupation and, 314315
over life course, 177-178, 429
psychological centrality and, 313-316
Weberian view of, 311
Social comparison
in minority groups, 225
in self-concept formation, 88, 305-306
Social inequality, vs. self-esteem, 301-329
concerns over, 301
contextuality and, 308—309
modes of self-regard and, 304-305
motivation and, 306—308
previous research on, 301-302
racial inequality and, 317-325
self-concept multiplexity and, 303304
self-evaluation sources and, 305-306
social class and, 311—317
social structure and, 309311
Social isolation, self-esteem vs. self-
deprecation and, 74, 75t
Social judgment theory, of self-esteem,
115-116, 121122
Social participation, vs. role identity,
4243, 43f
Social structure, conceptualization of,
309311
Social support
in caregiver—care recipient relationship,
loss of mattering and, 291t,
292-293, 294t, 295, 298
of children, self-esteem and, 147
importance of, 208
for low self-esteem, 419
Socialization
in nonblack minority populations,
240241
of personality, 317
to race, 226, 231, 238
Society
changes in, self-comfort and, 212-214
highly differentiated, 33
individual interactions with, 2224
Socioeconomic status. See also Social class

Index

inequality of. See Social inequality
of minority groups, factors affecting,
241243
vs. self-esteem, 428—430
in African-Americans, 225
in children, 23—24, 146
deviant behavior and, 386, 391
self-deprecation and, 74, 75t, 77
vs. stratification beliefs, 340t, 341342,
343t
Sociopaths, absence of conscience in, 96
South Africans, self-esteem of, 238
Specific self-esteem. See Role-specific self-
esteem
Spoiled identities, 162
Spontaneity, lack of, in low self-esteem, 424
Sports
failure in, 169—171
in self-concept characterization, in
children, 137
self-esteem in, 105
Stability
of identities, 203
of self-concept, 405—407
in children and adolescents, 138-142
transient depersonalization and, 16
of self-consistency, 106-108
of self-esteem, measurement of, 112-113
Standards, selection of, 15
State self-esteem, 112, 113, 121-123
feedback effects on, 118119
Status degradation, in professional sports
failure, 170
Stereotypes, of welfare recipients, 264—265
Stigma
in failure, 166
seif-esteem in, 324
of welfare system, 264, 273274
Strategic planning, in low self-esteem, 424
Stratification beliefs, self-evaluation and,
330—350
individualistic beliefs, 331, 337-338, 339t,
340t, 342, 349
measurements in, 337—338
structuralist beliefs, 331—332, 335t,
337-338, 3391, 340t, 342, 349
study data for, 336-337
study findings on, 338—344, 339t, 340t,
343t
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subjective domination perspective in,
334, 335, 339, 341, 342
subjective legitimation perspective in,
332-334, 3351, 341
subjective underdog perspective in,
331-332, 334, 335t, 339, 341,
342
theoretical background, 331-336, 335t
Stress
discomfort in, 210
in dishonesty, 411
hypersensitivity to, in low self-esteem,
404~405, 418, 420, 425
role-specific vs. global, 37
social support in. See Social support
Structural equation models, 26
Structural imperatives, importance of,
gender differences in, 258260
Structuralist stratification beliefs, self-
evaluation and, 331-332, 335t,
337-338, 339%, 3401, 342, 349
Stryker, Sheldon, on self-esteem and
identity interrelationships, 32, 39,
163—164
Studying, as achievement stage, 363—367,
363, 365f
Substance abuse
gratification in, immediate vs. delayed,
390, 391
in low self-esteem, 383~384
self-esteem vs. self-deprecation and, 75t,
76
Success
contingent or noncontingent,
handicapping and, 110-111
students oriented toward, self-esteem of,
360—362, 360t
Suicide, in shame, 96
Superstitious thinking, in low self-esteem,
416—417
Supervision, occupational, 179, 182, 183t,
184f, 185187, 188t, 189t, 190,
192193
Suspiciousness, political, in low self-
esteem, 413, 415—416, 422
Swann self-verification theory, 91
Symbolic interactionism, 18—22, 8687,
163—164
on identity theory, 34
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System-blaming, by African-Americans,
344

Test taking stage, of achievement, 363—367,
363f, 365f
Thin tail hypothesis, of self-certainty,
123127
Threat(s)
to identity, 165
in low self-esteem, 418-419
Threatened personality, in low self-esteem,
411
Trait (chronic) self-esteem, 112, 113, 121-123
latitude model applied to, 118, 119
Transient depersonalization. See
Depersonalization, transient

Unassertiveness, in low self-esteem, 425
Unawareness, of racial group ranking,
233
Uncertainty, of self. See Self-uncertainty
Unconstructive thinking, in low self-
esteem, 416~417
Underdog thesis, self-evaluation and,
331332, 334, 3351, 339, 341, 342
Undesirability, latitude of, in self-certainty
assessment, 116
Unemployment. See also Women, welfare
reform impact on
self-esteem and, 314315
threats in, 166
Unity principles, 307. See also Self-
consistency
in African ethos, 237—238
Utility of humility, in low self-esteem,
430431

Valuation, selective, in self-concept
formation, 88, 136

Value selectivity, in minority groups,
321-322

Verification, of self. See Self-verification

War
self-discomfort in, 212
shame-rage reaction in, 96-97
Weakness, of conviction, in low self-
esteem, 415—416
Weberian view, of social class, 311
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Welfare system, gender issues in. See
Women, welfare reform impact
on

Well-being, vs. comfort, 201

Withdrawal

defensive, in low self-esteem, 422
in shame, 96

Women, welfare reform impact on,

255-284
barriers, 273274
child concerns, 268-269, 272
community involvement, 275-276
consensual actions, 276—277
expectations, 267—268, 274—275
gender balance, 277
hopefulness, 272~273

Index

hopelessness, 271~272

in Native-American cultures, 261t, 262,
263t, 273—281

self-efficacy, 270, 279

self-esteem formation, 270—273

self-perception, 275

structural constraints, 264-267, 265t,
266f, 267t

study model for, 260, 261t, 262, 263t, 264

theoretical aspects of, 255~260

willingness to work, 269-270

Worth, self-. See Self-worth
Writers, occupational failure of, 171

Z-scores, for role-specific self-esteem, 38
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