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Preface

How total was the Great War? This question occupied the participants at
an international conference that convened in Miinchenwiler, Switzerland,
in early October 1996. Scholars from eight countries and three continents
attempted to answer this vexing question. The outcome of the confer-
ence might better be described as exhaustion rather than resolution of
the issue. The deliberations did produce interesting and useful results that
inform the present collection of essays.

The Miinchenwiler conference was part of a broader series of confer-
ences on the problem of total war. The series has aimed at tracing the
history of total warfare in five phases, from the first rehearsals until
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The series began in 1992, at the German His-
torical Institute (GHI) in Washington, D.C., with a conference that com-
pared the American Civil War and the German Wars of Unification. A
second conference met in Augsburg, Germany, in 1994: It considered
whether concepts of total warfare were current in the United States and
Imperial Germany, then the two most advanced industrial nations in the
world, prior to 1914. This book addresses a third phase. Two final con-
ferences are planned on the interwar period and on World War II.

This book would not have been possible without the gracious support
of a number of institutions and individuals. The editors wish to thank the
GHI for carrying the main burden of the conference and the series of
which it is part; its former director, Hartmut Lehmann, helped to initi-
ate the series. His successor, Detlef Junker, has made possible its con-
tinuation. In addition, this third conference enjoyed the support of
the German Historical Institutes in London and Paris, whose respective
directors, Peter Wende and Werner Paravicini, we also wish to thank. In
Switzerland, this project benefited from the financial assistance of the Max
and Elsa Beer-Brawand Foundation and the Swiss National Science Foun-
dation, whose academic manager for the arts, Rudolf Bolzern, lent us
friendly and valued support. We also wish to thank the managers and staff
of the conference center at Schloss Miinchenwiler for their hospitality.

ix
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x Preface

Furthermore, we are grateful to the History Department at the Univer-
sity of Bern, whose staft helped organize the conference. In particular, we
thank Birgit Beck, Giulia Brogini, Johannes Gerber, Andreas Liithi, Dierk
Walter, and Regina Ziircher. At the GHI Washington, Annette M. Marciel
copyedited the manuscript. Finally, Daniel S. Mattern of the GHI
Washington supervised the book’s editorial gestation with his character-
istic skill.
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