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Much of Europe wept over narratives of misfortune in the
eighteenth century. Why? This book places sentimental-
ism at the heart of the Enlightenment project. Working in
the first instance on sub-literature of the late eighteenth
century (Baculard d’Arnaud, Gorjy, Vernes) it moves on
to consider texts by Rousseau, the Idéologues and
Germaine de Staél, as well as a variety of social pamph-
lets, and texts and debates of the French Revolution. It
proposes a formal definition of sentimentalism as a
popular narrative structure dealing in happiness and
misfortune, but at the same time representing the reaction
of an observing subject. In this sense, sentimentalism
figures Enlightenment theories of morality and language;
it is the site for the working out of notions of equality and
democracy, with all the ambiguities bound up with these
notions in this period.

Spanning a crucial period of transition in the emer-
gence of modernity, this book seeks to break down arti-
ficial divisions, between both periods and movements (the
Enlightenment and Romanticism; reason and sentiment)
and between disciplines. Denby reveals that sentimental
writing is rooted in a set of social attitudes, and traces the
evolution of a formal structure across types of discourse,
changing historical circumstances and different social and
political interests. This discerning study is interdisciplin-
ary in approach, addressing problems in literary and
social history, and in the history of ideas, mentalities and
ideologies.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter
More information

Cambridge Studies in French 47

SENTIMENTAL NARRATIVE AND THE
SOCIAL ORDER IN FRANCE, 1760-1820

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE STUDIES IN FRENCH

General Editor: Malcolm Bowie (Al Souls College, Oxford)
Editorial Board: R. Howard Bloch (University of California, Berkeley),
Ross Chambers (University of Michigan), Antoine Compagnon
(Columbia University), Peter France (University of Edinburgh),
Toril Moi (Duke University), Naomi Schor (Duke University)

Recent titles in this series include

36. MITCHELL GREENBERG
Subjectivity and Subjugation in Seventeenth-Century Drama and
Prose: The Family Romance of French Classicism
37. TOM CONLEY
The Graphic Unconscious in Early Modern French Writing
38. MARGERY EVANS
Baudelaire and Intertextuality: Poetry at the Crossroads
39. JUDITH STILL
Justice and Difference in the Works of Rousseau: bienfaisance and pudeur
40. CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON
System and Writing in the Philosophy of Jacques Derrida
41. CAROL A. MOSSMAN
Politics and Narratives of Birth: Gynocolonization from Rousseau to
Zola
42. DANIEL BREWER
The Discourse of Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century France:
Diderot and the art of philosophizing
43. ROBERTA L. KRUEGER
Women Readers and the Ideology of Gender in Old French Verse
Romance
44. JAMES H. REID
Narration and Description in the French Realist Novel: The
temporality of lying and forgetting
45. EUGENE W. HOLLAND
Baudelaire and Schizoanalysis: The sociopoetics of modernism
46. HUGH M. DAVIDSON
Pascal and the Arts of the Mind

A complete list of books in the series is given at the end of the volume

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter

More information

SENTIMENTAL
NARRATIVE AND THE
SOCIAL ORDER IN
FRANCE, 1760-1820

DAVID J. DENBY

School of Applied Languages,
Dublin City University

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521430869

© Cambridge University Press 1994

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1994
This digitally printed first paperback version 2006

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Denby, David.
Sentimental narrative and the social order in France, 1760-1820/
David J. Denby.
p- cm. —(Cambridge studies in French 47)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0 521 43086 0
1. French literature — 18th century — History and criticism.
2. Sentimentalism in literature. 3. French literature — 19th century — History
and criticism. 4. Politics and literature — French — History.

5. Literature and society — France — History. 6. Social classes in literature.
7. Narration (Rhetoric). 8. Tears in literature. 1. Title. II. Series.
PQ265.D46 1994
840.97353 —dc20 93-15238 CIP

ISBN-13 978-0-521-43086-9 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-43086-0 hardback

ISBN-13 978-0-521-02572-0 paperback
ISBN-10 0-521-02572-9 paperback

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter

More information

For fohn, Alex and Marian,
and in memory of Sydney

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521025729
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521025729 - Sentimental Narrative and the Social Order in France, 1760-1820
David J. Denby

Frontmatter

More information

Les hommes ne sont naturellement nt Rois, ni Grands, ni
Courtisans, ni riches. Tous sont nés nus et pauvres, tous
sujets aux miséres de la vie, aux chagrins, aux maux, aux
besoins, aux douleurs de toute espece; enfin tous sont
condamnés a mort. Voila ce qui est vraiment de ’homme;
voila de quoi nul mortel n’est exempt.

Rousseau, Emile, Book 4

Venez, nous pleurerons ensemble sur les personnages
malheureux de ses fictions . ..
Diderot, Eloge de Richardson
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Note on spelling

Some quoted material is taken directly from eighteenth-
century editions, while in other cases a later edition or a
secondary source has been used, where spelling had already
been modernised. I have therefore modernised the spelling of
all quoted materials, with one or two exceptions where the
boundary between spelling and syntax suggested that the origi-
nal should be kept.

Ellipses marked thus °..." are an important feature of senti-
mental writing. In contrast, to show where I myself have made
cuts in quoted material, I enclose the ellipses in brackets thus

T...].

xi
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