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The aftermath of the Popish Plot and the subsequent succession crisis of the
years 1678 to 1681 are the context of this new study. It asks two key questions:
Was there an exclusion crisis? and, Did these years witness the birth of modern
political parties? Through a detailed analysis of Parliament, the court and the
country, the author argues that the unrest was not simply due to a centrally
organised party machine based around the single issue of exclusion, but was a
broad-based controversy about the succession, fears of popery and arbitrary
government which produced ideological polarisation and political sophisti-
cation. Part I examines central politics to explore the succession crisis within the
context of the court and an emergent fluid but partisan political structure. Part
II explores public opinion in the country as a whole, and argues that propa-
ganda, electioneering, religious conflict and petitions and addresses committed
men to organised networks of belief, but also ensured a struggle about the
representation of the will of the people.
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NOTES ON DATES AND STYLE

Dates are given according to the old style calendar, but the beginning of the
year is considered to have been 1 January rather than 25 March. Letters and
dispatches written abroad, or sent abroad, have the new style date given after
that of the old style.

Contractions have usually been extended, superscriptions ignored, and ‘ye’
and ‘yt’ transcribed as ‘the’ and ‘that’, but spelling has otherwise only been
altered where the original version would have impeded understanding.
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