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PREFACE

I owe a debt of gratitude to two colleagues who, by inviting me
to hold forth on a topic of my own choosing, assisted me, more
pethaps than they realise, in putting my thoughts on medieval
irony in otder and on to papet. The first such stimulus came from
Professor Hans Kuhn who invited me to direct the medieval
section of the Fifth Graduate Workshop in German at the
Australian National University, Canberra in May 1971, and who
generously accepted the theme of this book as the topic for that
session. The second stimulus, no less valuable than the first,
came from Professor Fredi Chiappelli, Director of the Center for
Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the University of California,
Los Angeles, who likewise invited me to the Center in 1975.
To both these colleagues, and also to those who participated at
Canberra and at Los Angeles, I am immensely indebted for their
encouragement to finish this work.

To other friends and colleagues I am glad to record my warm
thanks for reading my manuscript and giving me the benefit of
their advice: Hans Fromm, Peter Ganz, Peter Johnson and
Marianne Wynn, Franz Bium! and Michael Curschmann have
helped by their constant readiness to share my concerns and
discuss my problems with me.

My thanks are also due to the Council of Ttinity College and
to the Electors to the Tiarks Fund at Cambridge, both of whom
gave financial support for the publication of this book.

Trinity College, Cambridge D.H.G.
April, 1978
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EG Etudes Germaniques
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EM English Miscellany
ESy Englische Studien
FMLS Forum for Modern Language Studies
FR French Review
FS Festschrift
GLL German Life and Letters
GR Germanic Review
GRM Germanisch-romanische Monatsschrift
ILRL Istituto Lombardoe, Rendiconti, Classe di Lettere
JEGP Journal of English and Germanic Philology
LG Literaturgeschichte (further details will be found in the
Bibliography under the authot’s name)
LMS London Medieval Studies
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