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The relationships between literary discourse and colonial poli-
tics have been the subject of much critical investigation since
the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism. Yet although much
has been written about the forms these relationships took in the
early modern period and in the nineteenth century, the
Romantic period has been comparatively neglected. This
volume sets out to redress that imbalance by investigating
Romantic writing in its relationship to the people and places
with which the British were increasingly coming into contact.
Topics examined include slavery, race, climate, tropical disease,
religion, and commodity production; a wide range of writers
are discussed from Edmund Burke to Hannah More, William
Blake to Phillis Wheatley, Olaudah Equiano to Mary Shelley,
Thomas Clarkson to Lord Byron. Together the essays constitute
a broad assessment of Romanticism’s engagement with India,
Africa, the West Indies, South America and the Middle East.

Tim Fulford is a Reader in English Literature at Nottingham
Trent University. He is the author of Coleridge’s Figurative
Language (1991) and Landscape, Liberty and Authority (1996). He
edited, with Morton D. Paley, Coleridge’s Visionary Languages
(1993), and has published many articles on Romantic writers.
He is currently working on an international study of colonial
affairs.

Peter J. Kitson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
English of the University of Wales, Bangor. He is the editor of
Romantic Criticism, 1800—25 (1989), (with T. N. Corns) Coleridge and
the Armoury of the Human Mind: Essays on His Prose Writings (1991),
and Coleridge, Keats and Shelley: Contemporary Critical Essays (1996).
He is the current editor of The Year’s Work in English Studies and
has published widely in the field of Coleridge criticism and
Romantic studies.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter

More information

ROMANTICISM AND

COLONIALISM
Whriting and Emprre, 1780—1830

EDITED BY
TIM FULFORD
AND

PETER J. KITSON

 CAMBRIDGE
y UNIVERSITY PRESS

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830

Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson
Frontmatter
More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sdo Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521591430

© Cambridge University Press 1998

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,

no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 1998
Reprinted 2000
This digitally printed first paperback version 2005

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data

Romanticism and colonialism: writing and empire, 1780-1830/ edited by

Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0521 591430
1. English literature — 19th century — History and criticism.
2. Imperialism in literature.
3. English literature — 18th century — History and criticism.
4. Politics and literature — Great Britain — Colonies.
5. Great Britain — Colonies — History — 19th century.
6. Great Britain — Colonies — History — 18th century.
7. Romanticism — Great Britain.
8. Colonies in literature.
I. Fulford, Tim, 1962— . II. Kitson, Peter.
PR468.149B66 1998
820.9'358 —dc21 9744330 CIP

ISBN-13 978-0-521-59143-0 hardback
ISBN-10 0-521-59143-0 hardback

ISBN-13 978-0-521-02206-4 paperback
ISBN-10 0-521-02206-1 paperback

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Notes on contributors page vii
Acknowledgements x1
1 Romanticism and colonialism: texts, contexts, issues I

Tim Fulford and Peter §. Kitson

2 Romanticism and colonialism: races, places, peoples,
1785—1800 13
Peter . Kitson

3 Romanticism and colonialism: races, places, peoples,
1800—-1830 35
Tim Fulford

4 Accessing India: Orientalism, anti-‘Indianism’ and the
rhetoric of Jones and Burke 48
Michael §. Franklin

5 ‘Sunshine and Shady Groves’: what Blake’s ‘Little Black

Boy’ learned from African writers 67
Lauren Henry

6 Blood Sugar 8y
Timothy Morton

7 ‘Wisely forgetful’: Coleridge and the politics of
Pantisocracy 107
Fames C. McKusick

8 Darkness visible? Race and representation in Bristol
abolitionist poetry, 1770—1810 129
Alan Richardson

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter
More information
vi CONTENTS
g Fictional constructions of Liberated Africans: Mary

Butt Sherwood 148
Moira Ferguson

10 ‘Wandering through Eblis’; absorption and containment
in Romantic exoticism 165
Nigel Leask

11 The Isle of Devils: The Jamaican journal of M. G. Lewis 189
D. L. Macdonald

12 Indian Jugglers: Hazlitt, Romantic Orientalism, and the
difference of view 206
Fohn Whale

13 ‘Some samples of the finest Orientalism’: Byronic
Philhellenism and proto-Zionism at the time of the
Congress of Vienna 221
Caroline Franklin

14 ‘Once did she hold the gorgeous East in fee . . .”:
Byron’s Venice and Oriental Empire 243
Malcolm KRelsall

15 The plague of imperial desire: Montesquieu, Gibbon,
Brougham, and Mary Shelley’s The Last Man 261
Foseph W. Lew

Index 279

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter

More information

Notes on contributors

Moira Ferguson holds the James E. Ryan Chair in English and
Women’s Literature at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
Nebraska. Recent publications include Subject to Others: British Women
Writers and Colonial Slavery, 1678—1834 (1992); Colonial and Gender
Relations from Mary Wollstonecraft to famaica Kincaid (1994); Eighteenth-
Century Women Poets: Nation, Class, Gender (1995); The First Hundred
Years: Nine Black Women Writers (1997).

Caroline Franklin is a lecturer in English at the University of Wales,
Swansea. She is author of Byron’s Heroines (1992), and, among other
reprint series, has edited The Romantics: Women Poets 1770—1835, 12
vols (1996). At present she is editing a collection of Victorian
periodical articles on Romanticism, and is working on a literary life
of Byron.

Michael Franklin is Head of English at St. John’s School, Aberdare,
and has lectured part-time in the Universities of Birmingham and
Cardiff. He is the author of Sir William Jones: A Critical Biography
(1995) and Sir William Jones: Selected Poetical and Prose Works (1995), and
of articles on medieval love-lyrics and Oriental Gothic. Among
other projects, he is working on a biography of Hester Lynch Thrale.

Tim Fulford is a Reader in English Literature at Nottingham Trent
University. He is the author of Coleridge’s Figurative Language (1991) and
Landscape, Liberty and Authority (1996). He edited, with Morton D.
Paley, Coleridge’s Visionary Languages (1993), and has published many
articles on Romantic writers. He is currently working on an inter-
national study of colonial affairs.

Lauren Henry is an Assistant Professor of Rhetoric in the College of
General Studies at Boston University, Massachusetts. She recently
completed her PhD at New York University. Her dissertation, from

vii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter

More information

viil NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

which this essay is excerpted, examines literary and historical links
between the English Romantic movement and the English aboli-
tionist movement, and between black and white writers of the
period.

Malcolm Kelsall has been Professor of English at the University of
Wales, Cardiff since 1975. His books include Byron’s Politics (1987) and
The Great Good Place: The Country House and English Literature (1992). He
has also published extensively on British and Irish theatre. He is
currently writing on Jefferson and the Iconography of Romantic Nationalism.

Peter J. Kitson is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of English of
the University of Wales, Bangor. He is the editor of Romantic Criticism
1800—25 (1989), {(with T. N. Corns) Coleridge and the Armoury of the
Human Mind: Essays on His Prose Whritings (1991), and Coleridge, Keats and
Shelley: Contemporary Critical Essays (1996). He is the current editor of
The Year’s Work in English Studies and has published widely in the field
of Coleridge criticism and Romantic studies.

Nigel Leask is a fellow of Queens’ College, Cambridge, and a
lecturer in the English Faculty He has published The Politics of
Imagination in Coleridge’s Critical Thought (1988) and British Romantic
Writers and the East: Anxieties of Empire (1992), as well as numerous
articles on Romanticism. He has just completed a new Everyman
edition of Coleridge’s Biographia Literaria, and is currently working on
a book about travel-writing and genre in the romantic period.

Joseph W. Lew is Associate Professor of English at the University of
Hawaii at Manoa. He has published on a number of eighteenth-
and early nineteenth-century writers, and is currently working on a
long study of British literature, international trade, and imperial
interests.

D. L. Macdonald teaches English at the University of Calgary. He is
the author of Poor Polidori: A Critical Buiography of the Author of ‘The
Vampyre’ (1991). He is currently completing a biography of Matthew
Gregory Lewis.

James C. McKusick is Associate Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore County. He is the author of Coleridge’s
Philosophy of Language (1986) and several articles on Coleridge, Byron
and Clare. He is currently completing a book on the emergence of
ecological awareness in English Romantic poetry.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter

More information

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS ix

Timothy Morton is an Assistant Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder. He has published Shelley and the
Revolution in Taste (1994), and over fifteen articles, including “Irade
Winds’, a study of literary representations of the spice trade from
Milton to Shelley (Essays and Studies, 1996), and ‘Shelley’s Green
Desert’, in the Green issue of Studies in Romanticism (Fall, 1996).

Alan Richardson is Professor of English at Boston College, Chestnut
Hill, Massachusetts. He is the author of Literature, Education, and
Romanticism: Reading as Social Practice, 1780—1832 (1994) and co-editor
of Romanticism, Race, and Imperial Culture 1780—1834 (1996). He has also
published numerous essays on Romantic-era literature and culture,
particularly in relation to gender, colonialism, and the social con-
struction of childhood.

John Whale is a Senior Lecturer in the School of English at the
University of Leeds. His various publications include Thomas De
Quincey’s Reluctant Autobiography (1984) and, as co-editor with Stephen
Copley, Beyond Romanticism: New Approaches to Texts and Contexts,
1789—1832 (1992). He has just completed a study of aesthetics and
politics in the period and is currently editing a volume of The Works

of Thomas De Quincey to be published by Pickering and Chatto.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

0521022061 - Romanticism and Colonialism: Writing and Empire, 1780-1830
Edited by Tim Fulford and Peter J. Kitson

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgements

The editors are most grateful to the following for their help and
advice: Linda Jones, Nigel Leask, Debbie Lee, Lucy Newlyn,
Morton D. Paley, Alan Richardson, David Simpson.

The illustration Physical Portrait of the Tropics, from Alexander von
Humboldt and Aimé Bonpland, Essa: sur la géographie des plantes,
accompagné d’un tableau des pays équinoxiales (Paris, 1807) is reproduced
by kind permission of the Syndics of Cambridge University Library.
Robert Mitchell, Plans and Views in Perspective of Buildings Erected in
England and Scotland: Plate no. 14, ‘A section of the Rotunda in
Leicester Square’ is reproduced by kind permission of the Yale
Center for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection.

xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521022061
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

