
Geography in Early Judaism and Christianity focuses on a partic-
ular Old Testament pseudepigraphon – the Book of Jubilees, which
is presented as a revelation that Moses received at Mount Sinai,
although it actually consists of a rewriting and interpretation of the
biblical narrative from Genesis 1 to Exodus 16. The study traces the
appropriation of the Book of Jubilees in early Christian sources from
the New Testament to Hippolytus and beyond, and more specifically
focuses on the reception of Jubilees 8–9, an expansion of the so-
called Table of Nations in Genesis 10 (1 Chronicles 1).

The book takes an interdisciplinary approach based on detailed
analysis of primary sources, much of which is seldom considered by
New Testament scholars, and explores the neglected topic of ancient
geographical conceptions. By studying geographical aspects of the
work, James M. Scott is able to relate Jubilees to both Old and New
Testament traditions, bringing important new insights into several
Christian texts.
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PREFACE

The present study represents the fruit of my Sabbatical research in 1996–
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Gail and our two children, Kathryn and Elizabeth, whose flexibility and
spirit of adventure made this Sabbatical year not only possible but also
thoroughly enjoyable. As in the past, Gail has labored with me during
every phase of the research, writing, and publication of this volume.
I could not have done it without her, nor would I have wanted to.
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