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In this volume of essays — which emerges from an SNTS seminar on the
Shepherd Discourse in 1985—1986 — an international team of specialists
analyses one of the most intriguing of Jesus’ discourses within the Fourth
Gospel. While previous studies of the Shepherd Discourse have tended to
concentrate either on its historical setting in the life of Jesus (Simonis) or
on the prehistory of the text (Bultmann and his school) this collection adopts
a more contextual approach. By situating the discourse in the text of the gospel
as a whole, with particular emphasis on the preceding chapter 9 and on the
subsequent Passion Narrative, the contributors are able to point to its
internal coherence, and indicate that — in spite of links with Gnostic ideas —
the roots of the Shepherd Discourse are based in Old Testament and Jewish
texts about the shepherds of Israel.

While demonstrating the important conclusions that can be drawn from
a contextual examination of this fascinating text, the book at the same time
provides an introduction to previous research on the Shepherd Discourse,
including work on its structure, its literary history, and the syncretistic milieu
out of which it came.
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