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PREFACE

This book has its basis in a doctoral dissertation accepted by the
University of Cambridge early in 196g. In its revision for
publication, which was carried out in 1971, I endeavoured to
take full account of literature written on the subject since the
thesis had been submitted. Due to an unavoidable delay in
publishing, I was later able to include reference to the bulk of
the relevant material that appeared up until the beginning of
1973, though in this case only in the footnotes.

But for the encouragement of Dr Leon Morris of Ridley
College, Melbourne, the way to pursuing research in England
would have been considerably more difficult and it was Dr
D. B. Knox of Moore College, Sydney, who suggested the idea
of Liberty in the New Testament as a fruitful area of study.
Financially, I received considerable help from the Tyndale
Fellowship for Biblical Research and also appreciated the fine
facilities provided for work of this nature at Tyndale House,
Cambridge. Assistance was also received from various funds
in the University of Cambridge enabling me to spend two
extremely profitable terms at the Universities of Basle and
Ziirich towards the end of my research period. The Anglican
Diocese of Sydney, the Inter-Varsity Fellowship of Australia
and Moore Theological College also made helpful contribu-
tions.

Personally, I am especially grateful to Professor Eduard
Schweizer for the stimulation of his seminar in Ziirich. Methodo-
logically this was of great benefit. Various comments of
Professor J. D. M. Derrett of London University, who was kind
enough to recommend the book for publication, prevented me
from committing some errors in my treatment of the Jewish
background to the gospel material. Above all, however, I am
indebted to Professor G. W. H. Lampe for his general guidance
throughout the initial course of research. Naturally he cannot
be held responsible for the finished product. I would also like
to record my appreciation of the typing assistance given by my
mother, Mrs E. M. Banks, and by Miss W. Gordon during

vii
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PREFACGE

various stages of the book’s preparation and revision. And then
the customary, but absolutely necessary, word of thanks to my
wife and children who have lived for so many years in the
shadow of this book and have given every encouragement
throughout.

To the editors of the Expository Times and the Fournal of
Biblical Literature and to the managing director of the Pater-
noster Press I record my indebtedness for their permission to
incorporate in this volume material that has been previously
published by them, viz. ‘Jesus and Custom’, Expository Times,
84 (1973), 265-9; ‘Matthew’s Understanding of the Law:
Authenticity and Interpretation in Matthew 5:17-20°, Journal
of Biblical Literature, 93 (1974), 226—42; “The Eschatological
Role of Law in Pre- and Part-Christian Jewish Thought’,
Reconciliation and Hope: New Testament Essays on Atonement and
Eschatology presented to L. L. Morris on his 6oth Birthday (Pater-
noster and Eerdmans, 1974), pp. 173-85.

ROBERT BANKS
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