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We are used to the idea of people believing in Christ, but did the early
church consider that Jesus also had faith in God? This book evaluates the
evidence, starting with a survey of the meaning of faith in Judaism and
Graeco-Roman literature and proceeding to a detailed exegesis of the
relevant New Testament material from the Synoptic Gospels, the Pauline
and deutero-Pauline epistles, Hebrews and Revelation. Two trajectories of
interest in Jesus’ faith are identified: the paradigmatic, concerned with
matters of discipleship, and the theological, relating Christ to God’s gift of
salvation. The examination is then broadened to trace the progress of these
trajectories through the literature of the first four Christian centuries and
concludes by identifying the Arian controversy as the christological devel-
opment which rendered reference to Jesus’ faith untenable within the
emergent orthodoxy.
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PREFACE

This project has been my travelling companion through a number of
significant transitions in life: much of the ground work was under-
taken when employed in the business world, it subsequently took
shape during theological college training and parochial ministry,
and has finally come to fruition in the midst of a chaplaincy in
Cambridge. Throughout this journey, many people have helped and
in different ways. On a financial level, the trustees of the Sheffield
Grammar School Exhibition Fund and the C. F. D. Moule Scholar-
ship Fund made generous contributions, whilst access to libraries in
Cambridge (Divinity Faculty, Federation of Theological Colleges,
Tyndale House and the University) and Sheffield (University) have
proved invaluable.

I have attempted in the footnotes to indicate my debt to those
scholars whose work has informed my thinking and I trust that their
views have been faithfully represented. Special thanks, however, are
due to my doctoral supervisor, Dr Loveday Alexander, and exam-
iners, Professor Richard Bauckham and Dr Andrew Lincoln. Dr
Margaret Thrall and Mr Alex Wright, together with the production
staff at Cambridge University Press, have also been most helpful in
preparing the work for publication.

Family and friends have also played a big part in keeping the
‘show on the road’” and I am most grateful for their interest,
encouragement and prayers. In particular, my father has faithfully
monitored progress and offered help where possible. As always, my
wife Liz has been a constant source of inspiration and assistance;
both she and our good friend Mr Harvey Hames read the entire
manuscript and made helpful comments.

I have a vivid memory of a milestone passed in early childhood
when it became obvious that 1 would struggle with matters
academic; on that occasion it was reading — later it would be
theology. My mother had the unenviable task of trying to comfort
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xii Preface

me then and in the coming years she carried on believing in me long
after I and many others had given up. It is my deepest regret that she
did not live long enough to witness my ordination to the priesthood.
This work is but a small ‘thank you’ for her love and faith in me.
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CONVENTION FOR REFERRING TO
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY LITERATURE

Primary sources

Unless otherwise indicated, biblical translations are taken from the
Revised Standard Version. Editions of primary sources and trans-
lations are cited wherever possible by series rather than by indi-
vidual volume; details of these are provided in the list of abbre-
viations. If a reference does not indicate which edition has been
used, the standard versions as defined in the primary sources section
of the bibliography should be assumed. References to non-biblical
primary sources adopt the following format; context determines
how much of this information is relevant:

Primary source — author; work; book; chapter, section or
page; verse, sub-section or line (e.g. Irenaeus, Haer.
1v.37.5).

Edition (in square brackets): edition of text, usually by
series; volume; page or column (e.g. Irenaeus, Haer.
IV.37.5. [SC 100.933}).

Translation (preceded by trans.; an asterisk * indicates that
the translation has been revised in some way): trans-
lation, usually by series; volume; page (e.g. Irenaeus,
Haer. 1V.37.5. [SC 100.933]; trans.* ANCL 9.39).

Secondary literature

Secondary literature is cited in the text and footnotes in abbreviated
form, using the author, short title and page number convention.
Full details are provided in the bibliography at the end.

xiii
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AF The Apostolic Fathers, edited by J. B. Lightfoot
(London: Macmillan, 1891).
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Roberts and J. Donaldson, 24 vols. (Edinburgh: T. &
T. Clark, 1884-8).

ANF The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings
of the Fathers Down to AD 325, edited by A. Roberts
and J. Donaldson, 10 vols. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
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APOT The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old
Testament in English, edited by R. H. Charles, 2 vols.
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913).

ApV Die Apostolischen Viiter, edited by K. Bihlmeyer
(Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr [Paul Siebeck], 1956).
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DSSU The Dead Sea Scrolls Uncovered, edited by R.
Eisenman and M. Wise (Shaftesbury: Element Books,
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