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This study combines an analysis of the argumentative complexities of
Romans 1-8 with the presentation of modern theories of how meaning
arises and functions. These theories (especially as represented by the semi-
otics of Umberto Eco) shed important light on two central questions raised
by Paul’s method: why does he reason so persistently about matters which
depend ultimately on supernatural enlightenment, and why, where he does,
are his arguments often so unclear and so hard to reduce to logical
consistency? To both questions new answers emerge.
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Nothing can credibly be proposed as the language of faith
which cannot honestly be defended by the person who
speaks.

Harmony comes into being through love mediated by
language.

G. Ebeling

Pauline theology . . . circles round in ever new attempts to
bring out the saving significance of the Cross. It is a theol-
ogy of the Word because it is only through the word of the
Cross that Jesus’s death remains present, remains grace,
remains promise and covenant; and it is the work of the one
who is risen to let this word manifest itself in preaching, in
the sacraments and in the Christian life.

E. Kédsemann
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