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Lévi-Strauss is one of the major intellectual figures of the twentieth century.
His theory of structuralism has been influential not only in anthropology, but
across the entire field of the humanities and social sciences. This book looks at
the formative period of his career, from the 1940s to the early 1960s, where he
attempts to define both his own place in anthropology and the place of anthro-
pology in the wider context of the human sciences in France. Through a close
reading of key texts, Christopher Johnson provides an introduction to impor-
tant aspects of Lévi-Strauss’s thought, at the same time posing more general
questions concerning the construction of theory and the different modes of
conceptualization that inform theory. Johnson looks at the ideological and au-
tobiographical dimensions of Lévi-Strauss’s work, and demonstrates how the
impact of structuralism as an intellectual movement has clearly been greater
than the sum of its theoretical parts.

CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON is Professor of French at the University of
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of Modern Critical Theory. His previous publications include System and
Writing in the Philosophy of Jacques Derrida (Cambridge University Press,
1993), and Derrida: The Scene of Writing (London: Phoenix, 1997).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521016674
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-01667-4 — Claude Lévi-Strauss: The Formative Years
Christopher Johnson

Frontmatter

More Information

Claude Lévi-Strauss

The Formative Years

Christopher Johnson

University of Nottingham

| CAMBRIDGE

©/ UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521016674
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-0-521-01667-4 — Claude Lévi-Strauss: The Formative Years

Christopher Johnson
Frontmatter
More Information

CAMBRIDGE

/ UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467
Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521016674

© Christopher Johnson 2003

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2003
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN  978-0-521-81641-0 Hardback
ISBN  978-0-521-01667-4  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9780521016674
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-0-521-01667-4 — Claude Lévi-Strauss: The Formative Years
Christopher Johnson

Frontmatter

More Information

La génération a laquelle j’appartiens fut essentiellement préoccupée d’intro-
duire un peu plus de rigueur dans nos disciplines; elle s’est donc efforcée,
chaque fois qu’elle étudiait des phénomenes, de limiter le nombre des variables
qu’il fallait considérer.

(Lévi-Strauss, ‘Anthropologie, histoire, idéologie’, 184-5)

(My generation was essentially concerned with introducing a little more rigour
into our disciplines. So each time that we studied a particular set of phenom-
ena, we tried as much as possible to limit the number of variables under
consideration.)
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