
LITERATURE AND UTOPIAN POLITICS IN
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLAND

Hundreds of writers in the English-speaking world of the seven-
teenth century imagined alternative ideal societies. Sometimes they
did so by exploring fanciful territories, such as the world in the moon
or the nations of the Antipodes; but sometimes they composed seri-
ous disquisitions about the here and now, proposing how England
or its nascent colonies could be conceived of as an “Oceana,” a New
Jerusalem, a “City on a Hill.” Literature and Utopian Politics provides
a comprehensive view of the operations of the utopian imagination
in England and its nascent colonies from the accession of James
VI and I in 1603 to the consolidation of the Restoration under
Charles II in the late 1660s. Appealing to social theorists, literary
critics, and political and cultural historians, this volume revises pre-
vailing notions of the languages of hope and social dreaming in
the making of British modernity during a century of political and
intellectual upheaval.
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University of San Diego. His articles have appeared in a number
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To the memory of Sandy Solomon,

a man who tried

And to my loving and beloved mother
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