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Franz Brentano (1838-1917) led an intellectual revolution
that sought to revitalize German-language philosophy and
to reverse its post-Kantian direction. His philosophy laid the
groundwork for philosophy of science as it came to fruition
in the Vienna Circle, and for phenomenology in the work of
such figures as his student Edmund Husserl. This volume
brings together newly commissioned chapters on his impor-
tant work in theory of intentionality, theory of judgment, the
reform of syllogistic logic, empirical descriptive psychology
and phenomenology, theory of knowledge, metaphysics and
ontology, value theory, and natural theology. It also offers a
critical evaluation of Brentano’s significance in his histori-
cal context, and of his impact on contemporary philosophy
in both the analytic and the continental traditions.

DALE JACQUETTE is Professor of Philosophy at The Penn-
sylvania State University. His recent books include
David Hume’s Critique of Infinity (2001}, Symbolic Logic
(2001) and Ontology (2002).
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Vera philosophiae methodus nulla alia nisi scientiae naturalis est.
— Franz Brentano, 1866
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are given in the Bibliography.
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DG Vom Dasein Gottes

DP-G Deskriptive Psychologie

GA Grundziige der Aesthetik
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ordinis consensu et auctoritate pro impetranda venia
docendi in alma universitate julio-maximiliana
defendet (25 Habilitationsschrift defense theses)
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LRU Die Lehre vom richtigen Urteil
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MWO Meine letzten Wiinsche fiir Osterreich
PA-G Die Psychologie des Aristoteles, insbesondere seine
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PES-G Psychologie vom empirischen Standpunkt
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RZK Philosophische Untersuchungen zu Raum, Zeit und
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SNB Vom sinnlichen und noetischen BewufStein:
Psychologie vom empirischen Standpunkt IIT
UA Uber Aristoteles
USE Vom Ursprung sittlicher Erkenntnis
uUSP Untersuchungen zur Sinnespsychologie
VE Versuch tiber die Erkenntnis
VPP Die vier Phasen der Philosophie und ihr
augenblicklicher Stand
WE Wahrheit und Evidenz
ZF Uber die Zukunft der Philosophie
2 STANDARD ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

AWV Aristotle and his World View
DP-E Descriptive Psychology

EG On the Existence of God: Lectures Given at the
Universities of Wiirzburg and Vienna (1868-91)
FCE The Foundation and Construction of Ethics

KRW The Origin of the Knowledge of Right and Wrong

PA-E The Psychology of Aristotle: in Particular his Doctrine
of the Active Intellect

PES-E Psychology from an Empirical Standpoint

SNC Sensory and Noetic Consciousness: Psychology from an
Empirical Standpoint II1

SSB On the Several Senses of Being in Aristotle

STC Philosophical Investigations on Space, Time, and the
Continuum

TC The Theory of Categories

TE The True and the Evident
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16 January 1838 Born, Franz Clemens Honoratus Hermann

Brentano, in Marienberg am Rhein (near
Boppard), Germany

1855-6 Studies at and graduates from the
Aschaffenburger Gymnasiums Studium der
Philosophie am Lyzeum

1857-8 Attends Philosophische Fakultit der
Universitat Miinchen (Munich) (three
semesters)

1858 Transfers to Bayerische-Julius-

Maximilians-Universitit, Wiirzburg,
Germany (one semester); studies philosophy
and theology; later in the year moves to
Berlin and attends two semester lecture
courses by Aristotle scholar F. A.
Trendelenburg in Berlin

1859-60 Studies medieval Aristotelian (Scholastic)
philosophy at Miinster Akademie
1862 Completes doctoral dissertation at the

philosophische Fakultit Tiibingen, On the
Manifold Sense of Being in Aristotle (Von
der mannigfachen Bedeutung des Seienden
bei Aristoteles); publishes as first book;
brief visit to Dominican monastery in Graz,

Austria
1863 Begins theological studies in Munich
1864 Enters Theologisches Seminar at the

Universitit Wiirzburg; completes
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theological studies and preparation for
priesthood
August 6, 1864 Ordained as Catholic priest
1865 Writes Habilitationsschrift in
Philosophische Fakultit der Universitit
Wiirzburg on The Psychology of Aristotle,
in Particular his Doctrine of the Active
Intellect (Die Psychologie des Aristoteles,
insbesondere seine Lehre vom Nous
Poietikos)
July 15, 1866 Gives public defense of twenty-five

Habilitationsschrift theses in Wiirzburg;
declares natural science to be the only
correct method of philosophy

1866-70 Begins lecturing in philosophy at Wiirzburg;
students during this period notably include
Carl Stumpf, Anton Marty, Hermann Schell,
Georg von Herling and Ernst Commer

1870 Embroiled in controversy concerning papal
infallibility, the outcome of which
eventually causes him to give up the
priesthood

1872 Appointed Professor Extraordinarius
{promoted from Privatdozent} at Wiirzburg;
travels to England and meets Herbert
Spencer, Cardinal Newman, and William
Robertson Smith; corresponds with John
Stuart Mill; Mill dies before their
anticipated meeting

April 11, 1873 Renounces holy orders over conscientious
objections to doctrine of papal infallibility
January 22, 1874 Appointed Professor Ordinarius at the

University of Vienna; students during this
period notably include Franz Hillebrand,
Edmund Husserl, Alexius Meinong, Alois
Hofler, Christian von Ehrenfels, Thomas
G. Masaryk, Josef Kreibig, Emil Arleth,
Kazimierz Twardowski, Alfred Berger, and
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xxii ~ Chronology

Baron von Pidol]; lectures also attended by
Sigmund Freud

1874 Publishes masterwork Psychology from an
Empirical Standpoint (Psychologie vom
empirischen Standpunkt)

1880 Renounces Austrian citizenship in order to
marry as former priest, otherwise not
recognized under Austrian law of the time;
gives up Vienna professorship with the
understanding that it will later be restored,;
afterward allowed to return to lecture at the
University of Vienna only as Privatdozent
(not permitted as such to supervise Ph.D.
theses in philosophy); recovers former
German citizenship

September 16, 1880  Marries Ida von Lieben

1888 Birth of son, Johannes Brentano
1894 Death of Ida
1895 Retires as Privatdozent from the University

of Vienna; leaves Vienna in April; travels to
Switzerland and settles in Florence, Italy;
becomes Italian citizen

1897 Marries Emilie Rueprecht

1897-1911 Active period of publication and
philosophical correspondence outside
academia

May, 1915 Leaves Florence and moves to Zurich,
Switzerland, when Italy enters World War I

March 17, 1917 Dies in Zurich and is buried in Sihlfeld

Cemetery; later reinterred in family plot in
Aschaffenburg, Germany
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