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study in sociolinguistics today. It consists of

accessible yet challenging accounts of the most

important issues to consider when examining the

relationship between language and society. Some
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Politeness
Richard J. Watts

Universität Bern, Switzerland

During the last fifteen years, existing models of linguistic politeness
have generated a huge amount of empirical research. Using a wide
range of data from real-life speech situations, this new introduction
to politeness breaks away from the limitations of current models
and argues that the proper object of study in politeness theory
must be commonsense notions of what politeness and
impoliteness are. From this, Watts argues, a more appropriate
model, one based on Bourdieu’s concept of social practice, is
developed.

• Presents a radically new way of looking at linguistic politeness

• Allows politeness phenomena from different ages and different
cultures to be looked at on their own terms

• Opens up the field of politeness research to students of
sociology, anthropology and cultural studies

Contents: 1. Introducing linguistic politeness; 2. Politeness through
time and across cultures; 3. Modelling linguistic politeness 
I; 4. Modelling linguistic politeness II: Brown and Levinson and their
critics; 5. Facework and linguistic politeness; 6. A social model of
politeness; 7. Structures of linguistic politeness; 8. Relevance Theory
and concepts of power; 9. Politic behaviour and politeness in
discourse; 10. Politic behaviour and politeness within a theory of
social practice; Glossary of terms; Bibliography.
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