
Historical Statistics of the United States
has long been the standard source for
quantitative indicators of American
history, and a new edition has been
eagerly awaited by reference librarians,
historians, and social scientists.The last
effort to collate, organize and interpret
such a towering mass of data was with
the publication of the Bicentennial
Edition in 1975. But now, a sweeping,
comprehensive, and thoroughly revised
new edition is available—one that
reflects thirty years of information and
new scholarship. This essential reference

has been updated for the new millenni-
um and provides rich materials for
both contemporary and historical
researchers.

The new Millennial Edition greatly
expands the coverage of all topics. It is
arranged in 39 chapters and spread
over five volumes. There are over
37,000 data series, a tripling of the
number in the previous edition. More
than a million observations are con-
tained in 1,800 tables. Chapters are
preceded by introductory essays that
review the quantitative history of their

subject, provide a guide to the historical
literature, and offer expert advice on the
reliability of the data and the limits that
might be placed on their interpretation. 

Dozens of new topics have been
added, including:
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H American Indians

H Slavery

H Outlying areas

H Poverty

H Non-profit organizations

H Race and ethnicity

Forthcoming from Cambridge University Press in Spring 2006: 
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Volume 1: POPULATION
Population Characteristics
Vital Statistics
Internal Migration
International Migration
Family and Household Composition
Cohorts
American Indians

Volume 2: WORK AND WELFARE
Labor
Slavery
Education
Health
Economic Inequality and Poverty
Social Insurance and Public Assistance
Nonprofit, Voluntary, and Religious Entities

Volume 3: 
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE
National Income and Product
Business Fluctuations and Cycles
Prices
Consumer Expenditures
Saving, Capital, and Wealth
Geography and the Environment
Science, Technology, and Productivity
Business Organization
Financial Markets and Institutions

Volume 4: ECONOMIC SECTORS
Agriculture
Natural Resource Industries
Construction, Housing, and Mortgages
Manufacturing
Distribution
Transportation
Communications
Services and Utilities

Volume 5: 
GOVERNANCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Government Finance and Employment
Elections and Politics
Crime, Law, Enforcement, and Justice
National Defense, Wars, Armed Forces, 

and Veterans
International Trade and Exchange Rates
Outlying Areas
Colonial Statistics
Confederate States of America

APPENDICES
Weights, Measures, and Monetary Values
States and Census Regions
Origin of Historical Statistics of the 

United States

INDEX

H Offers a comprehensive overview of statistics from over 1,000 sources

H Contains dozens of new topics, including American Indians, slavery, poverty, 
non-profit organizations,the Confederate States of America and more

H Each chapter includes an extensive review of the quantitative history 
of its subject

H Fully cross-referenced and indexed 

H Contains over 170 figures, including numerous graphs, maps, 
and topical timelines

H Written for the non-specialist with definitions, background information, 
and illustrations of the use of data

Features

Historical Statistics of the United States:
Millennial Edition is a stunning achieve-
ment. This monumental work of collabo-
rative scholarship provides a comprehen-
sive compendium of statistics from over
1,000 sources. Every aspect of the
numerical history of the United States is
recorded: from population to prices; from
voting patterns to Vietnam veterans; from
energy to education; from abortions to
zinc and everything in between. Over 80
experts have contributed their expertise
to select, assemble, and document the
data; write the introductory essays; and
analyze the material.

The edition’s value as a first-use refer-
ence to statistical data is enhanced by
detailed documentation authored by
nationally recognized experts. It includes
critical evaluations of sources and meth-
ods. Contributors have provided exten-
sive references to the scholarly historical
literature as well as to statistical sources.
Fully cross-referenced and indexed,
Historical Statistics of the United States
is now an easy-to-use guide to the

statistical outpouring—past and pres-
ent—of government bureaus, private
agencies, and the academic community.

Historical Statistics of the United States
will be used in all types of libraries.
Undergraduates in political science
courses will certainly refer to it for a vari-
ety of demographic and voting pattern
materials. Those enrolled in population
studies courses will also find this
resource an important first step in their
research. The Edition will act as a gate-
way to further information on a wealth of
issues dealing with business and
finance, and thus students from MBA
programs down to introductory courses
on economics and business will also cite
this reference frequently. Special
libraries in corporate, government, or law
settings will likewise find it invaluable.
And, since the editors have taken such
care to prepare the essays for the non-
technical reader, even high school stu-
dents will find this title invaluable in a
wide variety of social science and history
projects and reports.

Gathered From Over 1,000 Statistical Sources! Table of Contents

Forthcoming in Spring 2006 in Both 
Print and Electronic Formats!
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