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This book constitutes one of the most important contributions to recent Kant
scholarship. In it, one of the preeminent interpreters of Kant, Henry E. Allison,
offers a comprehensive, systematic, and philosophically astute account of all as-
pects of Kant’s views on aesthetics.

Since the structure of the book maps closely on to the text of the Critique of
Aesthetic Judgment (the first and most important part of the Critique of Judgment), it
serves as a kind of commentary, with chapters serving as companion pieces to the
different sections of Kant’s work. This makes the book useful to both specialists
and students tackling the Critique of Judgment for the first time and seeking an au-
thoritative guide to the text.

The first part of the book analyzes Kant’s conception of reflective judgment
and its connections with both empirical knowledge and judgments of taste. The
second and third parts treat two questions that Allison insists must be kept dis-
tinct: the normativity of pure judgments of taste, and the moral and systematic
significance of taste. The fourth part considers two important topics often neg-
lected in the study of Kant’s aesthetics: his conceptions of fine art, and the sub-
lime.

No one with a serious interest in Kant’s aesthetics can afford to ignore this
groundbreaking study.

Henry E. Allison is Professor of Philosophy at Boston University. His two most
recent books, both published by Cambridge University Press, are Kant’s Theory of
Freedom (1990) and Idealism and Freedom (1996).
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NOTE ON SOURCES AND KEY TO
ABBREVIATIONS AND TRANSLATIONS

Apart from the Critique of Pure Reason, all references to Kant are to the vol-
ume and page of Kants gesammelte Schriften (KGS), herausgegeben von der
Deutschen (formerly Koéniglichen Preussischen) Akademie der Wis-
senschaften, 29 vols. (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 19o2). References to the
Critique of Pure Reason are to the standard A and B pagination of the first
and second editions. Specific works cited are referred to by means of the
abbreviations listed below. The translations used are also listed below
and, except in the case of the Critique of Pure Reason, are referred to im-
mediately following the reference to the volume and page of the German
text. It should be noted, however, that I have frequently modified these
translations, particularly in the case of citations from the Critique of Judg-
ment. Where there is no reference to an English translation, either the
translation is my own or the text is referred to but not cited.

A/B Kritik der reinen Vernunft (KGS g—4). Critique of Pure Reason,
N. Kemp Smith, trans. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1965.
Anthro Anthropologie in pragmatischer Hinsicht (KGS 7). Anthropol-

ogy from a Practical Point of View, Mary J. Gregor, trans. The
Hague: Nijhoff, 1974.

Anthro B Anthropologie Busolt (KGS 25).
Anthro C Anthropologie Collins (KGS 25).

Anthro F Anthropologie Friedlander (KGS 25).

Anthro M Anthropologie Mrongovius (KGS 25).

Anthro P Anthropologie Pillau (KGS 25).

BDG Der einzig mogliche Beweisgrund zu einer Demonstration des Da-
seins Gottes (KGS 2).

Beob Beobachtungen tiber das Gefiihl des Schonen und Erhabenen

(KGS 2). Observations on the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sub-
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Xiv NOTE ON SOURCES AND ABBREVIATIONS

lime, John T. Goldthwait, trans. Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 1g60.

BL Logik Blomberg (KGS 24). The Blomberg Logic, Lectures on Logic,
Michael Young, trans. (7he Cambridge Edition of the Works of Im-
manuel Kant. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992),

pPp- 5-246.
Br Kants Briefwechsel (KGS 10-13).
Diss De Munds sensibilis atque intelligibilis forma et principiis (KGS 2).

Concerning the Form and Principles of the Sensible and Intelligible
World (The Inaugural Dissertation), David Walford and Ralf
Meerbote, trans. and eds. The Cambridge Edition of the Works of
Immanuel Kant; Theoretical Philosophy, 1755-1770. Cambridge
and New York: Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp.
377-416.

FI Erste Einleitung in die Kritik der Urteilskraft (KGS 20). First In-
troduction to the Critique of Judgment. Critique of Judgment,
Werner Pluhar, trans. Indianapolis: Hackett, 1987, pp. 85—

441.

Fire “Meditationem quarandum de igne succincta delineatio”
(KGS 1).

Fort Welches sind die wirklichen Fortschritte, die die Metaphysik seit Leib-
nitzens und Wolf’s Zeiten in Deutschland gemacht hat? (KGS 20).

Gr Grundlegung zur Metaphysik der Sitten (KGS 4). Groundwork of the
Metaphysics of Morals, H. J. Paton, trans. New York: Harper &
Row, 1964.

GTP Uber den Gebrauch teleologischer Principien in der Philosophie (KGS
8).

IAG “Idee zu einer allgemeinen Geschichte in weltbtrgerlicher
Absicht” (KGS8).

JL Jasche Logik (KGS q). The Jdsche Logic, Lectures on Logic, Michael
Young, trans., pp. 521-640.

KpV Kritik der praktischen Vernunft (KGS r). Critique of Practical Rea-

son, Lewis White Beck, trans. Indianapolis and New York:
Bobbs-Merrill, 1956.

KU Kritik der Utreilskraft (KGS 5). Critique of Judgment, Werner
Pluhar, trans.

LB Lose Blatter zur Kritik der reinen Vernunft (KGS 23).

LBu Logik Busolt (KGS 24).

LD-W Logik Dohna-Wundlacken (KGS 24). The Dohna-Wundlacken
Logic, Lectures on Logic, Michael Young, trans., pp. 438-516.
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Future Metaphysics, Lewis White Beck, trans. Indianapolis:
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R Reflexionen (KGS 15-19).

Re Die Religion innerhalb der Grenzen der blossen Vernunft (KGS 6).
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