
Histories of the Middle East
New for 2004

The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee
Problem Revisited
BENNY MORRIS
Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Israel

Praise for the first edition:

‘This excellent myth-debunking book … deserves a wide readership among those
who want to understand what has happened in Israel over the last 40 years rather
than repeat discredited propaganda which serves only to prolong the war.’

The Spectator

Ideal for: General readers • Students • Policy makers

Benny Morris’ The Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem was published in 1988. Its startling
revelations about how and why 700,000 Palestinians left their homes and became refugees during
the Arab-Israeli war in 1948 undermined traditional interpretations as to whether they left
voluntarily or were expelled as part of a systematic plan. This book represents a revised edition of
the earlier work, compiled on the basis of newly-opened Israeli military archives. The focus remains
the 1948 war and the analysis of the Palestinian exodus, but the new material contains more
information about what happened in Jerusalem, Jaffa and Haifa, and how events there led to the
collapse of Palestinian urban society.

Contents: Introduction; 1. Background; 2. ‘Transfer’: thinking in Zionism before 1948; 3. The first stage of
the exodus, November 1947–March 1948; 4. The second stage of the exodus, April-June, 1948; 5. The third
stage of the exodus,‘The Ten Days’, July 1948; 6. Deciding against a return of the refugees; 7. Preventing a
return; 8. The fourth stage of the exodus, October- November 1948; 9. Clearing the borders; 10. Solving the
refugee problem: the failure to reach agreement and a solution, 1949; Conclusion.

A History of Modern Palestine
One Land, Two Peoples

ILAN PAPPE
University of Haifa, Israel

Ideal for: General readers • Policy makers • Journalists • Students 

❖ A lucid and typically forthright account from this well-known Israeli historian 

❖ A must-read for anyone concerned with the history and politics of the Middle East

Ilan Pappe writes the story of Palestine, a land inhabited by two peoples. He begins with the
Ottomans in the early 1800s and traces a path through the arrival of the early Zionists at the end of
that century, through the British mandate at the beginning of the twentieth century, the
establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, and the subsequent wars and conflicts which
culminated in the intifadas of 1987 and 2000. It is a story of coexistence, as well as oppression,
occupation, and exile. Ilan Pappe is well-known as a revisionist historian of Israel, and his account
is a unique contribution to the history of this troubled land.

Contents: Introduction: a new look at modern Palestine and Israel; 1. Fin de Siecle, 1856–1900: social
tranquility and political drama; 2. Between tyranny and war, 1900–1918; 3. The mandatory state: colonialism,
nationalization and cohabitation; 4. The 1948 war between Nakbah and Independence; 5. The age of
partition, 1948–1967; 6. Greater Israel and occupied Palestine: the rise and fall of high politics, 1967–1987;
Conclusion: post-Oslo Palestine and Israel.
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A History of Jordan
PHILIP ROBINS
University of Oxford

A History of
Islamic Societies
IRA M. LAPIDUS
University of California, Berkeley
❖ The classic history of Islamic

Societies, now in its second edition.

Also available

Philip Robins’ survey of Jordan’s political history begins in the early
1920s, continues through the years of the British Mandate, and traces
events over the next half-century to the present day. It discusses how
both King and country survived a variety of challenges, from
assassination attempts and internal subversion, to a civil war with the
Palestine Liberation Organisation.
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‘The value of A History of Islamic Societies lies in its sheer
comprehensiveness … For the first time the worldwide
history of Islamic societies is made accessible to the
interested reader.’

The Journal of Asian Studies
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2nd edition

❖ Incisive and compelling
introduction to the
political history of
Jordan 

❖ Covers events right up to
the present day

❖ Essential reading for
students of the region,
policymakers and
politicians

Forthcoming
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