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Zygote will publish original papers on all aspects of early development from gametogenesis to 
gastrulation. Studies on plants, invertebrates, lower vertebrates, mammals and humans at the molecular 
and cellular levels will be accepted. Topics include gametogenesis, fertilisation, sperm-egg interaction, 
activation of gametes, polarity in oocytes and zygotes, cell cycle control, cleavage, cell-cell interactions, 
and the generation of primary cell lineages. Review articles, short communications and News and Views 
Commentaries are also welcomed. 
 
To submit a manuscript, send three complete copies, including figures and illustrations to: 
 

• Brian Dale, Editor-in-Chief, Zygote, Centre for Reproductive Biology, Clinica Villa del Sole, 
Via Manzoni 15, Naples 80123, Italy. Telephone: + 39 081 641 689 Fax: + 39 081 5479 251, 
Email: BrianDal@tin.it; or to 
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Submission of a paper will be taken to imply that it is unpublished and it is not being considered for 
publication elsewhere. Authors of articles published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge 
University Press (with certain rights reserved) and you will receive a copyright assignment form for 
signature on acceptance of your paper.  
 
There is no formal restriction on length; however, original articles and reviews of less than 15000 words 
are likely to appear sooner than longer ones. Short communications should not exceed 1500 words and 
News and Views Commentaries 500 words. 

Preparation of manuscripts  

Manuscripts should be organised as follows: Title page (with full names and addresses of all authors, a 
running headline of up to 35 characters, and a contact address with telephone and fax numbers), an 
Abstract of not more than 250 words followed by 5 Keywords, Introduction, Materials and Methods, 
Results, Discussion (combined Results and Discussion may be used for short papers), 
Acknowledgements, References, Endnotes, Tables and Figure Legends. 
 
Type double-spaced throughout on one side only and number all pages consecutively. When an article has 
been accepted for publication, the author is strongly encouraged to send a copy of the final version on 
computer disk (Apple Macintosh or IBM compatible PC) together with the hard copy typescript, giving 
details of the wordprocessing software used (Microsoft Word, Word or Word Perfect). However, the 
publisher reserves the right to typeset material by conventional means if an author's disk proves 
unsatisfactory. Disks will not be returned. 
 
Manuscripts should be prepared using SI units. 



Figures 

Figures should be numbered consecutively as they appear in the text. Mark each figure with the first 
author's name and figure number on the reverse, and indicate its orientation. Any indication of features of 
special interest should also be included. Authors should submit three copies of each illustration. Figures 
should be drawn or produced by computer to about twice the final size. Wherever possible they will be 
reproduced with the author's original lettering. Photographs should be submitted with proposed reduction 
or magnification indicated, when relevant, by a scale line on, or beside, the illustration. The places for 
insertion into the text should be indicated in the text as `Fig. 1' etc, and in the margin of the typescript for 
insertion. Legends for all illustrations should be typed together, separately from the main text. A charge 
will be made for colour photograph reproduction. 

Tables 

Tables with concise headings should be typed on separate sheets and numbered consecutively. Each table 
must have a text reference, in the form `Table 1' etc. Indicate where tables are to be placed by means of a 
note in the margin. 
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References should be cited in the text as Conklin (1905) showed or as shown (Conklin, 1905). For papers 
with three or more authors use Òet al.Ó.. A full list of references in alphabetical order should be given at 
the end of the text: surname of author and initials; year of publication (in parentheses); title of paper; 
journal or book name (the former being abbreviated in accordance with the World List of Scientific 
Periodicals); volume number; first and last page of the reference. For books and conference proceedings, 
place of publication and publisher (and editor(s) if appropriate) should be included. 
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Proofs will be sent to the author for checking. Typographical or factual errors only may be changed at 
proof stage. The publisher reserves the right to charge authors for correction of non-typographical errors. 

Offprints 

25 offprints of each article will be supplied free to each first named author. Extra offprints may be 
purchased from the publisher if ordered at proof stage. 
 


