CAMBRIDGE Instructions for Contributors

Zygote

Zygote is an international journal dedicated to the rapid publication of original research in early
embryology. It covers interdisciplinary studies in animals and humans, from gametogenesis through
fertilization to gastrulation. The scope includes gametogenesis, sperm—oocyte interaction, gamete and
embryo physiology, cell polarity, cell-cell interactions, nuclear transfer, haploidization, molecular
genetics, developmental genetics, in-vitro fertilization, and stem-cell and cryoconservation technologies.
Please note: papers of a technical nature or which involve industrial-scale I\VVF are not suitable for Zygote
and should be submitted elsewhere.

The editors favour work describing fundamental processes in the cellular and molecular mechanisms of
animal development, and, in particular, the identification of unifying principles in biology. New
technologies, clinical papers, review articles, debates and letters will become prominent features.

All manuscripts must be submitted online at:

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/zygote

Submission of a paper will be taken to imply that it is unpublished and it is not being considered for
publication elsewhere. Authors of articles published in the journal assign copyright to Cambridge
University Press (with certain rights reserved) and you will receive a copyright assignment form for
signature on acceptance of your paper.

There is no formal restriction on length; however, Original Articles and Reviews of less than 15000 words
are likely to appear sooner than longer ones. Short Communications should not exceed 1500 words and
News and Views Commentaries should not exceed 500 words.

Preparation of manuscripts

Manuscripts should be organised as follows: Title page (with full names and addresses of all authors, a
running headline of up to 35 characters, and a contact address with telephone and fax numbers), an
Abstract of not more than 250 words followed by 5 Keywords, Introduction, Materials and Methods,
Results, Discussion (combined Results and Discussion may be used for short papers),
Acknowledgements, References, Endnotes, Tables and Figure Legends.

Manuscripts should be prepared using Sl units.

Figures

Figures should be numbered consecutively as they appear in the text. Any indication of features of special
interest should also be included. Figures must be supplied electronically. They must be saved at final
publication size and ideally supplied in the following file formats: halftone figures (black & white, and
colour) as TIF files at 300 dpi; black & white line figures as TIF or EPS files at 1000-1200 dpi. PDF
format is also accepted. When relevant, photographs should be submitted with proposed reduction or
magnification indicated by a scale line on or beside, the illustration. The places for insertion into the text
should be indicated in the text as ‘Fig. 1’ etc. Legends for all illustrations should be typed together,
separately from the main text. A charge of £500 per figure will be made for colour photograph
reproduction and printing. More detailed information is available at:
http://journals.cambridge.org/artworkguide.


http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/zygote
http://journals.cambridge.org/artworkguide

Tables

Tables with concise headings should be placed at the end of the paper. Each table must have a text
reference, in the form “Table 1’ etc.

References

References should be cited in the text ‘as Conklin (1905) showed’ or “‘as shown (Conklin, 1905)’. For
papers with three or more authors, use et al. A full list of references in alphabetical order should be given
at the end of the text: surname of author and initials; year of publication (in parentheses); title of paper;
journal or book name (the former being abbreviated in accordance with the World List of Scientific
Periodicals); volume number; first and last page of the reference. For books and conference proceedings,
the place of publication and publisher (and editor(s) if appropriate) should be included.

Acknowledgements

You may acknowledge individuals or organisations that provided advice, support (non-financial). Formal
financial support and funding should be listed in the following section.

Financial Support

Please provide details of the sources of financial support for all authors, including grant numbers. For
example, “This work was supported by the Medical research Council (grant number XXXXXXX)".
Multiple grant numbers should be separated by a comma and space, and where research was funded by
more than one agency the different agencies should be separated by a semi-colon, with “and” before the
final funder. Grants held by different authors should be identified as belonging to individual authors by
the authors” initials. For example, “This work was supported by the Wellcome Trust (A.B., grant numbers
XXXX, YYYY), (C.D., grant number ZZZZ); the Natural Environment Research Council (E.F., grant
number FFFF); and the National Institutes of Health (A.B., grant number GGGG), (E.F., grant number
HHHH)”. Where no specific funding has been provided for research, please provide the following
statement: “This research received no specific grant from any funding agency, commercial or not-for-
profit sectors.”

Statement of Interest

Please provide details of all known financial, professional and personal relationships with the potential to
bias the work. Where no known conflicts of interest exist, please include the following statement:
“None.”

Ethical Standards

Where research involves human and/or animal experimentation, the following statements should be
included (as applicable): “The authors assert that all procedures contributing to this work comply with the
ethical standards of the relevant national and institutional committees on human experimentation and with
the Helsinki Declaration of 1975, as revised in 2008.” and “The authors assert that all procedures
contributing to this work comply with the ethical standards of the relevant national and institutional
guides on the care and use of laboratory animals.”



Open Access

Authors in Zygote have the option to publish their paper under a fully Open Access agreement, upon
payment of a one-off Article Processing Charge. In this case, the final published Version of Record will
be made freely available to all in perpetuity under a creative commons license, enabling its re-use and re-

distribution. This Open Access option is only offered to authors upon acceptance of an article for
publication. For more information please see this page.

Proofs

Proofs will be sent to the author for checking. Typographical or factual errors only may be changed at
proof stage. The publisher reserves the right to charge authors for correction of non-typographical errors.

Offprints

A PDF offprint of each article will be supplied free to each first named author. Paper offprints may be
purchased from the publisher if ordered at proof stage.
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