
 
 
Seed Science Research 
 
Seed Science Research provides an international vehicle for the publication of original papers and review 
articles on the fundamental aspects of seed research. The emphasis is on the physiology, biochemistry, 
molecular biology and ecology of seeds, covering the following key topics: seed and embryo development, 
genetic engineering (modification), biotechnology, maturation, dormancy, germination, viability, longevity, 
vigour, chemical and structural defences, reserve mobilization, establishment, ecophysiology, seed-soil and 
seed-animal interactions and computer modelling.  
 
Articles should be concerned with original research not published previously and not being considered for 
publication elsewhere. Submission of a manuscript to the Journal gives the publisher the right to publish that 
paper if it is accepted, and the copyright of the manuscript becomes property of the publisher. Manuscripts 
may be edited to improve clarity and expression. 
 
 
Authorship 
Authorship should be assumed only by those workers who have contributed materially to the work and its 
report, and who accept the responsibility for the accuracy of the concepts expressed. Colleagues who have 
otherwise assisted or collaborated should be recognized in the section for acknowledgements.  
 
Language 
The language of the Journal is English, but acceptance of a manuscript will reflect scientific rather than 
grammatical content. The editors undertake to facilitate the publication of papers from those authors whose 
native language is not English. 
 
Submission 
Manuscript submission is exclusively via the web-based Editorial Manager, and must include a complete set of 
Figures. Please follow the submission link at www.journals.cambridge.org/ssr Further information regarding 
Figure formats is outlined below. 
 
Text 
The title page should include: 
 

• a descriptive title; 
• a running head title not to exceed 50 characters; 
• authors' complete names (first names and initials followed by family name); 
• authors' academic addresses; 
• corresponding author’s full address, telephone, fax number, and email address; 
• keywords: seven or less, suggested in alphabetical order; they should include the main subjects of the 

research and plant material; 
• Declaration of all sources of financial support, including grants from non-profit organizations and/or 

any commercial support. 
 
Authors' qualifications or academic positions should not be included, except in the address for 
correspondence. 
 
Standard abbreviations (e.g. Fig. and Figs) and metric units must be used. Use British rather than American 
spellings. Use 'z' rather than 's' spellings in words with 'ize'.  
 



Abstract 
Each paper must commence with an accurate, informative abstract, in one paragraph, that is complete in 
itself and intelligible without reference to text or Figures. It should not exceed 250 words. A short title should 
be provided as a running head. 
 
Key Words 
Not more than seven should be suggested in alphabetical order. They should include the main subjects of the 
research and plant material. 
 
Tables 
Tables should be reduced to the simplest form, and present only essential data. Captions should be provided. 
Each Table should be appropriately cited within the text. 
 
Figures 
Figures are encouraged where they are a real contribution to the article. 
 
To ensure that your Figures are reproduced to the highest possible standards, Cambridge Journals 
recommends the following formats and resolutions. NB: Figures must be supplied as separate files, and not 
imbedded within manuscript document. Any required lettering or numbering must be inserted by the author. 
 
Please ensure that your Figures are saved at final publication size and are in our recommended file formats. 
Following these guidelines will result in high quality images being reproduced in both the print and the online 
versions of the Journal. 
 
Please ensure that all graphs are exclusively submitted as 2-dimensional images. 
 
Line artwork 
Format: tif or eps  
Colour mode: black and white (also known as 1-bit)  
Resolution: 1200 dpi  
 
Combination artwork (line/tone) 
Format: tif or eps  
Colour mode: grayscale (also known as 8-bit)  
Resolution: 800 dpi 
 
Black and white halftone artwork 
Format: tif  
Colour mode: grayscale (also known as 8-bit)  
Resolution: 300 dpi  
 
Colour halftone artwork 
Format: tif 
Colour mode: CMYK colour  
Resolution: 300 dpi 
 
NB: Colour artwork may be published at the author’s expense. Please ask for costs on submission. 
 
If you require any further guidance on creating suitable electronic Figures, please visit 
http://dx.sheridan.com/guidelines/digital_art.html. Here you will find extensive guidelines on preparing 
electronic Figures and also have access to an online preflighting tool (http://dx.sheridan.com/index.html) 
where you can check if your Figures are suitable for reproduction. 
 



Supplementary Material 
There will normally be one of the following reasons for you to be supplying supplementary material to 
accompany the online version of your article: 
1. You wish to link to additional information which due to its nature does not lend itself to print media 

(examples- full data sets, movie or sounds files etc…) 
2. The Editor of the Journal has requested that you extract certain information from the original article in 

order to allow for space constraints of the print version. 
3. You have requested additional material to be available to accompany an article that does not normally 

allow such material to be included (example – tables to accompany a correspondence article). 
 
N.B: Please note that no copyediting or quality assurance measures will be undertaken on supplementary 
material (other than to ensure that the file is intact). The authors therefore warrant that the supplementary 
material that they submit is in a suitable format for publication in this manner. The material shall be published 
online in exactly the form that it is supplied. 
 
Submission 
Please follow the following instructions to supply supplementary material to accompany the online version of 
your article: 
1. Each supplementary file must be supplied as a separate file. Do not supply this material as part of the 

file destined for publication in the print journal. 
2. Each supplementary file must have a clear title (eg, Supplementary Figure 1). 
3. Provide a text summary for each file of no more than 50 words. The summary should describe the 

contents of the file. Descriptions of individual figures or tables should be provided if these items are 
submitted as separate files. If a group of figures is submitted together in one file, the description 
should indicate how many figures are contained within the file and provide a general description of 
what the figures collectively show. 

4. The file type and file size in parentheses. 
5. Ensure that each piece of supplementary material is clearly referred to at least once in the print 

version of the paper at an appropriate point in the text, and is also listed at the end of the paper 
before the reference section. 

 
Format and file size 

• File sizes should be as small as possible in order to ensure that users can download them quickly. 
• Images should be a maximum size of 640 x 480 pixels at a resolution of 72 pixels per inch. 
• Authors should limit the number of files to under ten, with a total size not normally exceeding 3 
MB. Sound/movie files may be up to 10 MB per file; colour PDFs/PowerPoint may be up to 5 MB per 
file; all other general file types may be up to 2 MB per file but most files should be much smaller. 
• We accept files in any of the following formats (if in doubt please enquire first): 
MS Word document (.doc), Adobe Acrobat (.pdf), Plain ASCII text (.txt), Rich Text Format (.rtf), 
WordPerfect document (.wpd), HTML document (.htm), MS Excel spreadsheet (.xls), GIF image (.gif), 
JPEG image (.jpg), TIFF image (.tif), MS PowerPoint slide (.ppt), QuickTime movie (.mov), Audio file 
(.wav), Audio file (.mp3), MPEG/MPG animation (.mpg). 
 

If your file sizes exceed these limits or if you cannot submit in these formats, please seek advice from the 
editor handling your manuscript. 
 
References 
References are loosely based on the Harvard System, they are cited in the text, using the author's surname 
and the year of publication, e.g. Henderson (1999) in chronological order. Where a reference has two authors 
'and' should be used in the text and the reference list. Where three or more authors appear 'et al.' should be 
used in the text, e.g. Hoekstra et al. (1999), but the surnames and initials of all the authors must be given in 
the list as follows: 
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Proofs 
The corresponding author will receive a PDF file of page proofs by email. 
 
Copyright 
Authors will be supplied with a copyright form which must be completed and returned to the Publisher. 
Papers are accepted on the understanding that the work has been submitted exclusively to the Journal and 
has not been previously published elsewhere unless otherwise stated.  
 
Offprints 
The author of an accepted paper will receive a free PDF file via email on request; these are exclusively for 
personal use. Paper offprints may be purchased prior to the article going to press. An order form is available 
from the Publisher for this purpose and will be sent to the corresponding author with the article proofs. 
Completed order forms must be received before the article is printed. 
 
Reprints 
Article reprints (following publication) are available; please email rcurtis@cambridge.org for minimum print 
run details / costs. 
 
Permission 
Requests for permission to reproduce any material originally published in Seed Science Research should be 
sent to the Permissions Manager at lnicol@cambridge.org 
 
Announcements 
Meetings and courses may be announced in each Issue. Please email details to: stuck@cambridge.org 
 
The Journals homepage, www.journals.cambridge.org/ssr, offers paying advertisers the opportunity to 
promote conferences / courses (subject to editorial approval). 
 
For rate details please email: ad-sales@cambridge.org 
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