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European Political Science Review 
 
Instructions to Contributors 
 
The European Political Science Review (EPSR) publishes high quality scholarly research in 
political science, focusing on the most important debates in the discipline and 
demonstrating the highest possible standards in conceptualisation, theorisation and 
methodology. Submissions should emphasise why they are of interest to a broad 
readership across sub-disciplines and should engage with central theoretical debates in 
political science. EPSR welcomes empirical papers based on either qualitative or 
quantitative methodologies. These papers should be placed in the context of larger 
(theoretical) debates in the discipline. EPSR also welcomes conceptual and theoretical 
papers as well as contributions from the field of normative political theory. 
 
EPSR is not concerned solely with European political issues nor is it conceived as exclusively 
for European scholars. Submissions dealing with global issues and non-European topics are 
very much welcome.  
 
We wish the journal’s readership to be as wide and diverse as possible, including both 
scholars and practitioners. Therefore articles should be written in an accessible manner 
with a minimum of jargon and insider language. 
 
In addition to our primary concern with the quality of the articles to be published in EPSR, 
there are several additional considerations for prospective authors: 
 
1)  We will consider only original work for publication in the Journal. Any manuscript 

that contains extensive material –text, tables, figures– that has been published 
elsewhere is not suitable for EPSR. One possible exception to this rule would be for 
articles that will appear in edited books, whether in whole or in part, at least six 
months after the appearance of the issue of the Journal. 

 
2)  EPSR does not consider manuscripts that are under consideration for other journals, 

or articles that are derived directly from books under consideration elsewhere. We 
will ask any authors to confirm that the manuscript is not being submitted 
elsewhere. If you have questions about this policy in respect to individual 
manuscripts please contact the editors. 

 
3) In so far as possible, the research methods and evidence used in manuscripts should 

be discussed in sufficient detail to allow other scholars to understand and replicate 
any findings. This requirement is more easily understood in reference to quantitative 
research, whether with aggregate data, survey data or experiments, but should also 
be followed with respect to qualitative analysis. We welcome authors to make their 
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data sets available in the Cambridge University Press website for purposes of 
replication. 

 
4) EPSR uses the conventional double-blind process of peer review. Therefore, we 

request that you remove all references and citations that would identify the authors. 
If this is not done adequately we will return the manuscript to you for amendments. 
In addition to obvious mentions of previous publications by the authors, anonymity 
should be ensured by removing thanks to colleagues, references to own websites, 
etc. 

 
5) EPSR only accepts manuscripts that have been submitted online through 

Manuscript Central (MC) via the following link: 
 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/epsr.  
 
When a manuscript is submitted it should be done in two parts. One will consist of 
the manuscript made anonymous as in (4) above. This submission should also 
include an abstract (maximum of 150 words) and up to five key words. The second 
will be a title page with all authors and acknowledgments. All material should be 
sent as individual, editable files (e.g., .doc, .jpg), and NOT as a PDF document. In the 
case of multiple authors, the authors should also identify the contact author for the 
Editors and channel all communications through that individual. 

 
6) Referencing should be in accordance with the Harvard Chicago system (see 

http://www.libweb.anglia.ac.uk/referencing/harvard.htm). References to works in 
the text should be in the form of (name, year). The reference list should be 
presented alphabetically (using initials instead of full names) and chronologically by 
author at the end of the text. Substantive footnotes are allowed but should be kept 
to a minimum.  

 
7) Manuscripts should not exceed 10,000 words. Figures and Tables should be 

submitted on separate pages, with the suggested location of the tabular material 
indicated in the text. If you request colour figures in the printed version, you will be 
contacted by CCC-Rightslink who are acting on our behalf to collect Author 
Charges. Please follow their instructions in order to avoid any delay in the 
publication of your article. Figures and tables that are not crucial to the argument 
can be put on the website of the Journal as an appendix. Data tables that are likely 
to take up more than a single printed page should be submitted separately as 
supplementary material and referred to in the text of the article. The manuscript 
should be double-spaced throughout, including references, and be no smaller than 
12pt type. Once accepted, manuscripts will be available online. 

 
8) For authors whose first language is not English the primary responsibility for having 

the manuscript in proper English will reside with the author. Review and/or 
publication may be delayed if there are problems with language. Either British or 
American spellings are acceptable so long either the one or the other is employed 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/epsr
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consistently within the article. Please consult Chicago Manual of Style 
(http://chicagomanualof style/home.html) on English usage. Authors, particularly 
those whose first language is not English, may wish to have their English-language 
manuscripts checked by a native speaker before submission. This is optional, but 
may help to ensure that the academic content of the paper is fully understood by 
the editor and any reviewers. We list a number of third-party services specialising in 
language editing and / or translation, and suggest that authors contact as 
appropriate. Please note that the use of any of these services is voluntary, and at the 
author's own expense. Use of these services does not guarantee that the 
manuscript will be accepted for publication, nor does it restrict the author to 
submitting to a Cambridge published journal. 

 
9) Please visit journals.cambridge.org/openaccess for information on our open 
access policies, compliance with major funding bodies, and guidelines on depositing 
your manuscript in an institutional repository. 
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