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BSOAS spans all periods, from ancient times to the present day, of the cultures and civilizations of the 
Near and Middle East, South Asia, Central Asia, East Asia, South-East Asia and Africa. It publishes 
articles and shorter communications which are both scholarly and readable on the history, religions and 
philosophies, literatures and languages, music, arts and archaeology, law and related studies of all these 
regions.  

Article submission  

All articles except book reviews and letters to the Editor should be submitted online via our new 
manuscript submission and tracking site, http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bsoas. Full instructions for 
electronic submission are available directly from this site. To facilitate rapid reviewing, communications 
for peer review will be electronic and authors will need to supply a current e-mail address when 
registering to use the system. 
 
Open Access Policies 
Please visit Open Access Publishing at Cambridge for information on our open access policies, 
compliance with major finding bodies, and guidelines on depositing your manuscript in an institutional 
repository. 
 
English Language Editing Services 
Authors, particularly those whose first language is not English, may wish to have their English-language 
manuscripts checked by a native speaker before submission. This is optional, but may help to ensure that 
the academic content of the paper is fully understood by the editor and any reviewers. We list a number of 
third-party services specialising in language editing and / or translation, and suggest that authors contact 
as appropriate. Please see the Language Services page for more information.  
 
Please note that the use of any of these services is voluntary, and at the author's own expense. Use of 
these services does not guarantee that the manuscript will be accepted for publication, nor does it restrict 
the author to submitting to a Cambridge published journal. 
 

References 

The preferred style of reference is citation by author and date, e.g. Robinson (2000: 80) including a 
complete reference list giving full bibliographical details as follows:  
Robinson, Chase F. 2000. Empire and Élites after the Muslim Conquest: The Transformation of Northern 
Mesopotamia. (Cambridge Studies in Islamic Civilization.) Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
A clear system of abbreviations or other critical apparatus should be used for archival and manuscript 
sources.  
The following system of references will also be accepted: a first footnote citation giving full 
bibliographical data, e.g. M. Boyce, Zoroastrianism: Its Antiquity and Constant Vigour (Columbia 
Lectures on Iranian Studies, 7, Costa Mesa: Mazda, 1992), 187. Thereafter by short title; op. cit. should 
be avoided and ibid. used only to refer to the reference immediately preceding.  
Titles of books and journals are italicized with initial capitals. Citation by volume and part is in the 
following form: BSOAS 60/1, 1997, 231–9. Titles of articles are roman within double quotation marks.  

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/bsoas
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displaySpecialPage?pageId=4576
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/stream?pageId=8728&level=2&menu=Authors&pageId=3608


Illustrations and scripts 

Line drawings, graphs, etc., should be supplied as good quality originals for scanning, or electronically. 
For further details of file formats please see Cambridge Journals Artwork Guide. Authors are responsible 
for clearing copyright permissions and providing the acknowledgement line. Photos and non-roman 
scripts, including Chinese and Japanese characters, will only be accepted where they are essential to the 
text. Further details on non-roman scripts and characters are sent out on acceptance of papers; usually we 
are able to work with Unicode-compatible fonts.  
 
If you request colour figures in the printed version, you will be contacted by CCC-Rightslink who are 
acting on our behalf to collect Author Charges. Please follow their instructions in order to avoid any delay 
in the publication of your article. 
 

Transliteration 

Diacritical marks must be given in full and consistently on all italicized transcriptions. More detailed 
guidelines on the romanization of various language groups are available from the editorial office.  

Proofs  

First proofs of articles and reviews are sent to authors as a .pdf email attachment and should be returned 
by the deadline given. Corrections should be limited to factual and typographical errors.  

Copyright  

It is a condition of publication that authors assign copyright to the School of Oriental and African Studies. 
This ensures that requests from third parties to reproduce articles are handled efficiently and consistently 
and will also allow the article to be as widely disseminated as possible. In assigning copyright authors 
may use their own material in other publications provided that the journal is acknowledged as the original 
place of publication.  

Offprints  

Authors who return the form sent out with proofs will receive 25 offprints of their article free of charge 
and will have the opportunity to order further copies if they so wish. Authors will be able to download a 
.pdf file of their article on publication. 
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