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The Cambridge Companion to  

MEDIEVAL ETHICS

Ethics was a central preoccupation of medieval philosophers, 

and medieval ethical thought is rich, diverse, and inventive. Yet 

standard histories of ethics often skip quickly over the medievals, 

and histories of medieval philosophy often fail to do justice to the 

centrality of ethical concerns in medieval thought. This volume 

presents the full range of medieval ethics in Christian, Islamic, and 

Jewish philosophy in a way that is accessible to a non- specialist 

and reveals the liveliness and sophistication of medieval ethical 

thought. In Part I there is a series of historical chapters presenting 

developmental and contextual accounts of Christian, Islamic, 

and Jewish ethics. Part II offers topical chapters on such central 

themes as happiness, virtue, law, and freedom, as well as on less- 

studied aspects of medieval ethics such as economic ethics, the 

ethical dimensions of mysticism, and sin and grace. This will be an 

important volume for students of ethics and medieval philosophy.

Thomas Williams is Professor of Philosophy at the University 

of South Florida. He has published widely on 
gures including 

Anselm, Duns Scotus, Augustine, and Aquinas, and he is the 

editor of The Cambridge Companion to Duns Scotus (Cambridge, 

2003) and Thomas Aquinas: Disputed Questions on the Virtues 

(Cambridge, 2005).
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Internal Divisions of Works

a(a). article(s)

a. un. the sole article

ad n reply to the nth objection

arg. in opp. argument for the opposite

c(c). chapter(s)

com. comment

d(d). distinction(s)

def. de
nition

fol. folio

in corp. in the body (of the question)

lect. lectio

lib. book

l(l). line(s)

n(n). paragraph number(s)

obj. objection

prol. prologue

qc. quaestiuncula (sub- question)

q(q). question(s)

q. un. the sole question

r recto (on the front side of the page, with a for the left 

column and b for the right)

resp. response

s. c. sed contra (but on the contrary)

sol. solution

tr. tractate

v verso (on the back side of the page, with a for the left 

column and b for the right)
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