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The rights revolution in the United States consisted of both sweeping changes in
constitutional doctrines and landmark legislative reform, followed by decades of innova-
tive implementation in every branch of the federal government — Congress, agencies,
and the courts. In recent years, a growing number of political scientists have sought to
integrate studies of the rights revolution into accounts of the contemporary American
state. In The Rights Revolution Revisited, a distinguished group of political scientists and
legal scholars explore the institutional dynamics, scope, and durability of the rights revo-
lution. By offering an interbranch analysis of the development of civil rights laws and
policies that features the role of private enforcement, this volume enriches our under-
standing of the rise of the “civil rights state” and its fate in the current era.

Lynda G. Dodd is the Joseph H. Flom Professor of Legal Studies and Political Science at
the City University of New York, City College. She graduated from Yale Law School in
2000, completed a PhD in Politics at Princeton University in 2004, and was a member of
the law school faculty at American University’s Washington College of Law from 2005 to
2010. Her book, Taming the Rights Revolution: The Supreme Court, Constitutional Torts,
and the Elusive Quest for Accountability, examines the history of civil rights litigation
under Section 1983 and will be published by Cambridge University Press.
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