
Cambridge University Press
978-1-316-61513-3 — Culture in the Domains of Law
Edited by René Provost 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

CULTURE IN THE DOMAINS OF LAW

What does it mean for courts and other legal institutions to be culturally
sensitive? What are the institutional implications and consequences of
such an aspiration? To what extent is legal discourse capable of accom-
modating multiple cultural narratives without losing its claim to norma-
tive specificity? And how are we to understand meetings of law and
culture in the context of formal and informal legal processes, when
demands are made to accommodate cultural difference? The encounter
of law and culture is a polycentric relation, but these questions draw our
attention to law and legal institutions as one site of encounter warranting
further investigation, to map out the place of culture in the domains of
law by relying on the insights of law, anthropology, politics, and philoso-
phy. Culture in the Domains of Law seeks to examine and answer these
questions resulting in a richer outlook on both law and culture.

rené provost is Professor of Law at McGill University, Canada, where
he was the founding director of the McGill Centre for Human Rights and
Legal Pluralism. He has researched and published widely on international
law and legal pluralism. In 2015, he was named a fellow of the Trudeau
Foundation for his contribution to the advancement of knowledge in the
humanities and social sciences.
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law; the anthropology of law; cultural studies of law, including the role of
legal discourses in social formations; law and economics; law and politics;
and studies of governance. The books consider all forms of legal discourse
across societies, rather than being limited to lawyers’ discourses alone.
The series editors come from a range of disciplines: academic law;

socio-legal studies; sociology; and anthropology. All have been actively
involved in teaching and writing about law in context.
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