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By bringing together two bodies of literature — the presidency and
political parties — this book makes two important contributions. First,
it addresses the gap between presidential public actions and the
perceived limited effect they have on public opinion. By examining the
short-term effect of speeches of presidents on the entire public, the long-
term effect of the speeches on their partisans, and on the reputations of
their parties for handling policy, the book shows that presidents are
effective leaders of public opinion. Second, the book adds to the
scholarly interest in how political parties are viewed by the electorate
in terms of policy substance. It suggests that Americans possess coherent
reputations of the parties for handling policy challenges, and that these
reputations contribute to the party identifications of Americans. The
effect of presidents on the reputations and, in turn, party attachments
position them as leaders of the party system.

Amnon Cavari is Assistant Professor of Government at the Lauder School
of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy at the Interdisciplinary Center
(IDC) Herzliya, Israel. His research focuses on the American presidency,
public opinion and political parties and the interrelationship between
them, and on American elite and mass attitudes toward Israel. He is the
coeditor of the 2012 Presidential Election: Forecasts, Outcomes and
Consequences and is the founder and head of the American Public
Opinion toward Israel project at the IDC.
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