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administrative processes and
procedures
manipulation of, 6-7, 8, 16, 24, 49,
58,254
see also coercive tactics
al-Sisi, Abdel Fattah, 12, 254
rhetoric, 47
Arab Spring, 12, 264
“Authoritarian Emphasis” index,
158-159
authoritarian diffusion
war on terror, impact of, 263-265
authoritarian learning, 262-263
Ukraine, 263
authoritarian reflex, 133, 135
Authoritarian Regimes Dataset, 10, 79,
139
authoritarian social contract, 36-38,
55,252
elite protection pact distinguished,
38,43-44
elite-centric perspective, 39-44
popular consent, 40-43, 246, 255
roving/stationary bandits, 36n3

campaign appeals, 53-54, 187

civic-mindedness, appeals to,
157-158

civil rights, appeals to, 144, 144-145,
148

competence and need for strong
government, 146

constitutionalism, appeals to, 146,
147, 148,157

democracies and electoral autocracies
compared, 140-143, 142
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democracy, appeals to, 144,
144-145, 157
Democratic Legitimacy frame, 54,
142
nationalism, appeals to, 145-146,
148
Negative Legitimacy frame, 141
party manifesto data, measuring,
136-137
Authoritarian Regimes Dataset,
139
Comparative Manifestos Project,
137-139
controls, 138
Database of Political Institutions,
139
personal freedoms, appeals to, 144,
144-145
political authority, 148-149
Putin, Vladimir
Millennium Manifesto,
186-189
qualitative analysis, 151-156, 153
quantitative analysis
scale component selection
validation test, 156-157
Rally-Around-the-Strongman frame,
54,141
suspension of freedoms, appeals to,
145, 145-146, 148
see also party manifestos
candidate positioning, 204-211, 207
Communist/liberal/nationalist
ideological divisions, 211
multinomial logit models of vote
choice, 215
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censorship of opposition, 33
see also media censorship and
manipulation
charismatic authority, 10-17, 55, 178,
202,254
see also “strongman” electoral
authoritarianism
Chévez, Hugo, 4, 11, 21, 35,251, 253
control of elites, 40
legitimation strategies, 12
rhetoric, 47
see also Venezuela
Chavismo, 254
Chechnya, 194
Putin, Vladimir, 12, 47, 56, 171, 186,
201, 205
Yeltsin, Boris, 180, 183, 186, 256
checks and balances, removal of, 16, 33,
34, 63
civic-mindedness, appeals to, 157-158
civil rights
campaign appeals, 144, 144-145,
148, 193
global decline, 3
clientelism, 18,25n13, 92
natural resource rents as percentage
of GDP, 83
see also coercive tactics
closed dictatorship and electoral
authoritarianism compared, 5, 6
coercive capacity, measuring
IHME dataset, 82
National Material Capabilities
Dataset of the Correlates of War
Project, 82
total natural resource rents as percent
of GDP (World Bank), 83
coercive tactics, 5, 20, 25n13, 38-39,
58,77, 78, 242,252,253
administrative processes and
procedures, manipulation of,
6-7, 8,16, 24, 49, 58, 254
manipulation of democracy, 5-8,
21-22
persuasion compared, 168-169, 242
Comparative Manifestos Project
Dataset, 31, 137-139, 244
competence and need for strong
government
campaign appeals, 145, 146
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competitive electoral authoritarianism,
22,35
composite democracy indices, 8-10
conflict, measuring, 80-81
controls
Cold War dummy, 84
organizational membership, 83-84
regional dummies, 84
consent. see popular consent
constitutionalism, 142
campaign appeals, 146, 147, 148,
157
Correlates of War dataset (COW)
Direct Contiguity Dataset, 83
measuring conflict, 80-81
coups, elite, 39n7-8, 39-41, 41n9, 51,
243
Cox survival models, 88-89
benefits, 89-90
conditional frailty model, 88, 89-90
conditional risk-set model, 88, 89-90
transition from democracies, 94
transition from electoral autocracies,
123
transition from military
dictatorships, 105
transition from single-party
dictatorships, 117
crises, 243-244
measuring autocracy-legitimizing
crises
conflict and economic decline,
45-47
minimalist definition
economic decline and conflict,
45-47
regime consolidation and survival, 77
regime transition
conflict, 84-85, 85, 87
economic decline, 86, 86, 87
reliance on, 250, 258-262
role in regime transition, 36, 76,
131-132, 246-249
legitimizing function, 36, 133
Russia
collapse of Communism, 178
disintegration of the Soviet Union,
178-179
economic liberalization under
Yeltsin, 179-180
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crises (cont.)
vagueness of concept, 44-45, 45n11
see also crisis creation/maintenance;
strongman heresthetics
crisis creation/maintenance, 71-72,
258-261
violence, 261
Milosevic, 261-262
crisis legitimation paradox, 32,71, 251,
258,265,266
see also regime collapse; loss of
purpose

Database of Political Institutions, 83,
139
delegative democracies, 50
democracy, 8, 9-10, 79, 141, 241
campaign appeals, 144, 144-1435,
148, 157
delegative democracies, 50
electoral autocracies, transition from,
122-126, 123, 128-129
manipulation of, 5-8, 21-22
military dictatorships, transition
from, 105, 107-112
minimalist definition, 8, 9-10
single-party dictatorships, transition
from, 117, 119-120
survival values, 225
transition from, 90, 91-103,
131-132
see also democracy, measuring
democracy, measuring
Authoritarian Regimes Dataset, 10,
79
composite democracy indices, 8-10
minimalist approach, 8, 9-10
democratic diffusion, 120, 130
closed autocracies, impact on,
111-112
Democratic Legitimacy frame, 51-53,
73, 134-135, 136
diversionary conflicts, 71-72, 236,
259-261
gambling for ressurection/survival,
72,260-262, 263
mass protests trigger, 261
Russia, 263
Serbia, 261-262
Turkey, 264

Index

diversionary spectacles, 260
diversity of electoral authoritarian rule,
10-11
division of opposition, 59, 61, 68,
169-170, 204, 206
candidate positioning in the issue
space, 204-211
Russia, 218
see also redefinition of political
competition
Duterte, Rodrigo, 32, 254
Duterteism, 254

economic decline, measuring, 79-80
controls
Cold War dummy, 84
organizational membership, 83-84
regional dummies, 84
economic performance, 22-23
floor and ceiling effects on legitimacy
in electoral autocracies,
172-175, 251-252
Putin, Vladimir, 172-173, 250
see also performance legitimacy
paradigm
Egypt. see al-Sisi, Abdel Fattah,
Mubarak, Hosni
electoral authoritarianism and
populism compared, 55-56
electoral authoritarianism scale
“Authoritarian Emphasis” index
compared, 158-159
electoral legitimation, 15-16, 50n13
see also legitimation strategies
electoral manipulation. see coercive
tactics
elite protection pact, 41-42
authoritarian social contract
distinguished, 38, 43-44
emergency rule, 12
heresthetics, 60-61
legitimation strategies, 15, 50,
57-58, 61, 77, 242, 260
Erdogan, Recep Tayyip, 4, 11, 32,253
authoritarian social contract, 43
campaign appeals, 150
control of elites, 40
legitimation strategies, 12
rhetoric, 48
Erdoganism, 254
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establishing electoral autocracies,
50n13, 58
see also legitimation strategies
EU countries, 3, 20, 83, 91, 94, 103,
121, 248
European and World Values Surveys
(WVS/EVS), 32
existential anxieties, 226-227
popular opinion trends, 240, 245
survival values, 222-223, 224
voting behavior, 235
event history models. see Cox survival
models, survival models
existential anxieties, 190, 201
exploitation of, 71, 133, 169, 184
rise of electoral autocracies, 37,
224-226
support for existing political system
electoral autocracies and
democracies compared,
226-232, 229, 233
support for strongman rule, 49
Levada Center survey, 181, 182
external influence paradigm, 19, 20-22,
23-24,253
importance of, 24

foreign influence. see external influence
paradigm
Freedom House, 3
composite democracy indices, 8-9,
79
Fujimori, Alberto, 4
legitimation strategies, 12, 23

global financial crisis (2008)
democratic norms, impact on, 1-3,
247
Gorbachev, Mikhail, 178, 253
see also Russia

Habermas, Jirgen, 46
social crises definition, 44
hegemonic electoral authoritarianism,
22,29,221
economic performance, 22-23
establishment, 58
Russia, 29-30
heresthetics. see strongman heresthetics
Hobbes, Thomas, 36
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horizontal accountability, 52-53
Hungary. see Orban, Viktor
hybrid nature of electoral autocracies,
1,4,76,232
see also popular appeal of electoral
autocracies; due to hybrid nature

identifying electoral autocracies, 53, 73,
134, 165, 253
ideological homelessness of electoral
autocracies, 13-14, 250
individual freedoms and human rights
(CMP category), 141, 148, 164
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation (IHME)
GDP per capita, 79-80
measuring coercive tactics, 82
measuring economic decline, 79-80
institutional restructuring, 58
see also neo-institutionalism
paradigm
Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI)
(Mexico), 1, 11, 21, 24
“patriotic” fraud, 51
authoritarian social contract, 43
campaign appeals, 150
rhetoric, 151-156, 153
legitimation strategies, 11
party manifesto analysis, 138
institutionalized coercion. see neo-
institutionalism paradigm
issue ownership, 65-67, 66n31,
204-206
candidate positioning, 204, 207,212,
266
political competition, 67

judiciary, repression of, 3, 5, 8,9

Lee Kwan Yew, 11, 122
see also Singapore
legislatures/parliaments, repression of,
5,8,16
legitimation strategies, 11-13, 16-17,
241,244,252
campaign appeals, 54
Democratic Legitimacy frame,
51-53, 54,73, 134-135, 136
see also procedural legitimacy
electoral autocracies
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legitimation strategies (cont.)
closed dictatorships compared,
133-134
Fiihrer democracy, 50n13
ideology with small “i,” 250
emergency rule justification, 5, 15,
31, 50, 52, 5758, 61, 77, 242,
260
external influence paradigm, 19, 20
Negative Legitimacy frame, 50-51,
53,66, 73, 135-136
neo-institutionalist paradigm, 18-19
performance legitimacy paradigm,
19-20
populism and electoral
authoritarianism compared,
55-56
Putin, Vladimir
Chechnya, 186
Millennium Manifesto, 186-188
Rally-Around-the-Strongman
argument, 49-50, 53, 54, 73,
135,136
strongman appeal, 10-17
“Trojan horse” authoritarian
legitimation strategy, 134
will of the majority justification,
15-16, 52-53 see also
majoritarianism
Yeltsin
Russia’s protector, as, 185-186
Levada Analytical Center dataset, 31,
175, 181, 190, 245
Leviathan (Hobbes), 36

Machiavelli, Niccolo, 40, 42
Madison, James, 6, 57
Maduro, Nicolis, 35,251,253
see also Venezuela
majoritarianism, 52-53, 55, 56
see also legitimation strategies; will of
the majority justification
manipulation of democracy. see
coercive tactics
media censorship and manipulation, 5,
8,58, 74
see also censorship of opposition
“menus of manipulation,” 7, 11, 253
military dictatorships, 90, 131-132
dataset analysis, 103-104

Index

survival values, 225
transition from, 131-132
transition from electoral autocracies,
123, 126-128, 129-130
transition from single-party
dictatorships, 116-119
transition to democracies, 105,
107-112
transition to electoral autocracies,
105
clientelism, 108-111
crises, 104-108
(geo)political factors, 111-112
Millennium Manifesto (Putin), 187-189
Milosevié, Slobodan, 12, 21, 35, 251
diversionary conflicts, 261-262
legitimation strategies, 12
models of vote choice, 229, 235
modernization theory, 23
Mubarak, Hosni, 12
emergency rule, 12
legitimation strategies, 12-13
Mugabe, Robert, 11, 21, 35, 43, 251,
253
authoritarian social contract, 43
multinomial logit (ML) models of vote
choice, 211-213, 215, 218-220
Muslim Brotherhood, 264

National Material Capabilities Dataset
of the Correlates of War Project,
82
national unity, appeals to, 14, 54, 135,
140, 145, 149, 168, 232
national way of life, 141, 145,
157,158
nationalism
campaign appeals, 145, 145-146,
148
NATO members, 3, 20, 23, 83, 91, 94,
103, 121, 248
Negative Legitimacy frame, 50-51, 53,
66,73,135-136
neo-institutionalism paradigm, 17-19,
23-24,26n14
criticisms, 20-22
importance of, 24
New Russia Barometer (NRB),
198-199, 205, 219
Nigeria, 11
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O’Donnell, Guillermo
emergency rule justification, 50
horizontal accountability, 52
OECD members, 83, 91, 95, 103, 121,
138
Olson, Mancur, 36n3
opinion analyses, 30
European and World Values Surveys,
32,245-246
opinion formation in turbulent times
Levada Analytical Center dataset,
190-195
Stimson’s dyad ratios algorithm,
191-195
Orban, Viktor, 3, 4, 11, 20, 23, 248,
253
legitimation strategies, 15
Orbénism, 254
overarching desire for stability,
189-190, 259
Russian popular opinion, 193-204
current assessments, 194
institutional trust, 194
policy attitudes, 195
political participation, 194
primary concerns, 193-194

party manifestos
quasi-statements, 138-139
see also campaign appeals
paternalist nature of electoral
autocracies, 53, 54, 136
“the perfect dictatorship”
Mexico as, 1, 34
performance legitimacy paradigm,
19-20,23-24,29,220,250-251
criticisms, 20-22
importance of, 24
Putin, Vladimir, 172-175, 174
see also economic performance
personal freedoms
campaign appeals, 144-145
personalistic electoral autocracies, 11,
15, 16, 70, 254
personalistic/systemic popularity
compared, 56-57,254-257
persuasion and coercive tactics
compared, 168, 184, 242
exploitation of popular anxieties,
169
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receptive nature of audience, 168
strong-armed rule as the best
available, 168-169
Peru. see Fujimori, Alberto
Philippines. see Duterte, Rodrigo
Poland, 3, 20, 248
political authority, 141, 149, 157, 158
political competition, 245-246
democracies, 238-240, 239
electoral autocracies, 234-238, 237
heresthetics, 60-61
issue-based electoral competition,
61-67
political participation
plebiscite of silence, 265
Russia, 194
political repression. see repressive
capacity, coercive tactics
Polity project
composite democracy indices, 8-9,
79
popular appeal of electoral autocracies,
3-6, 34
attitudinal factors, 24-25
confounding influence of, 6, 24-29,
25n13, 26n14, 98, 102, 109,
244
due to hybrid nature, 4, 73, 76, 188,
219,232
see also hybrid nature of electoral
autocracies
elite control function, 39-41, 51, 243
evaluation, 13-15
personalistic/systemic popularity
compared, 56-57,254-257
rhetorical entrapment, danger of, 72
rises above ideology, 4, 14, 59, 61,
63, 66,221, 250
social forces, 25-26
popular consent, 33-34, 242
authoritarian social contract, 40-43
hybridity paradox, 34
see also persuasion and coercive
tactics compared
populism. see electoral
authoritarianism and populism
compared
populism and electoral
authoritarianism compared,
55-56
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predicting electoral authoritarianism,
159-163
comparing predictors, 161
significance, 163-164
pro/anti-strongman rule cleavage, 201
procedural legitimacy, 52, 136,
250-251, 252
hijacking democracy, 4-5
see also legitimation strategies;
Democratic Legitimacy frame
proliferation of electroral
authoritarianism, 35
role of crises, 35-36, 37, 224-226
propaganda, 25n13, 74
media censorship and manipulation,
75
Russian popular opinion, influence
on, 198
see also coercive tactics
protection of the state
campaign appeals, 145
protest, threat of, 39, 261, 266
Putin, Vladimir, 4, 11, 22, 31, 32, 138,
202-204, 245, 253
annexation of Crimea, 171
approval ratings, 175-176,170-171,
171,177
campaign appeals, 164
rhetoric, 151-156, 153
Chechnya, 12, 47, 56, 171, 186, 201,
205
control of elites, 40
economic performance, 172-173
legitimation strategies, 11-12
personalistic electoral autocracy, 256
rhetoric, 47
campaign appeals, 151-156, 153
Putinism, 254

Rally-Around-the-Strongman
argument, 49-50, 53, 73, 135,
136
redefinition of political competition,
58-60
heresthetics
regime collapse, 71
regime survival, 70-71
regime transition, 61-70
wedge issues, 60, 68, 206
regime classification schemes

Index

composite index regime
classifications, 8-10
minimalist approach, 8, 9-10
regime cleavage, 245-246
candidate positioning, 204-211
displacement of other cleavages, 204
division of opposition, 204, 207,237,
239
multinomial logit (ML) models of
vote choice, 211-213, 215
voting behavior
electoral autocracies and
democracies compared,
234-240, 246
regime collapse, 20-21, 22,23, 29,
251-252, 266
loss of purpose, 32, 71, 251,
258,266
see also crisis legitimation paradox
resistance to, 81-82
voter withdrawal of support, 71
regime consolidation and survival,
21-22, 58-60
redefinition of political opposition,
70-71
role of crises, 77
regime cycles, 57
regime survival and transition analysis,
119, 131-132
methodology, 88-90
transition to democracy. see
transition from electoral
autocracies
transition to military dictatorships.
see transition from electoral
autocracies
transitions from democracies,
91-103, 131
see also transition from
democracies
transitions from electoral
autocracies, 120-130
see also transition from electoral
autocracies
transitions from military
dictatorships, 103-112, 131
see also transition from military
dictatorships
transitions from single-party
dictatorships, 113-120
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see also transition from single-
party dictatorships
regime transition
analysis of crisis roots
Cox conditional frailty model, 88
Cox conditional risk-set model, 88
consolidation of power, 58, 73-74
redefinition of political opposition,
61-70, 74
role of crises, 35-36, 72, 76-77
conflict, 84-85, 85, 87
economic decline, 86, 86, 87
transition from democracies. see
transition from democracies
transition from military
dictatorships. see transition from
military dictatorships
transition from single-party
dictatorships. see transition from
single-party dictatorships
transition to democracies. see
transition from electoral
autocracies
transition to military dictatorships.
see transition from electoral
autocracies
repression. see coercive tactics
repressive capacity, 19, 25n13, 78, 91,
92, 99,100, 108, 119, 130, 159,
163, 253
see also coercive tactics
Republic (Plato), 51, 134
resilience of electoral autocracies, 23,
26, 33, 56, 58-60, 78, 122, 130,
241,242
Russia, 202
resource rents, 18, 78, 91, 92, 99, 100,
103, 108-111, 119, 128-129,
132,244,253
rhetoric, 47-48
campaign appeals, 153
see also slogans
Riker, William H.
heresthetics, 59, 60
Russia, 4, 11, 253
authoritarian social contract, 43
control of elites, 40
see also Gorbachev, Mikhail; Putin,
Vladimir; Russian popular
opinion; Yeltsin, Boris

301

Russian popular opinion, 200, 245
civil rights, concerns about, 193
institutional trust, 194
policy attitudes, 194-195
political and economic situation,

concerns about, 194
political participation, 194
propaganda, influence of, 195
weakness of state authority, concerns
about, 193

self-preservation, 49, 58, 135, 243, 246
separation of powers doctrine,
dismantling of, 3, 16, 34, 43, 61,
111, 181-182, 185, 190, 194, 228
Serbia. see Milo$evié, Slobodan
Singapore, 11, 20, 22, 122
authoritarian social contract, 43
legitimation strategies, 11
see also Lee Kwan Yew
Slater, Dan, 11, 37, 169
authoritarian protection pact, 36-38
slogans, 11-13
Soviet Union’s collapse, 1-2, 113,
178-179
see also Gorbachev, Mikhail; Yeltsin,
Boris
Stimson’s dyad ratios algorithm, 191,
193
“strongman” electoral
authoritarianism
campaign appeals, 54, 164-166,
244-245
charismatic/systemc popularity
compared, 56-57,254-257
legitimation strategies, 10-17,
249-254
Democratic Legitimacy frame,
51-53, 54, 134-135, 136
Negative Legitimacy frame, 50-51,
53,135-136
Rally-Around-the-Strongman
argument, 49-50, 53, 54, 135,
136
rhetoric, 12, 47-48
strongman heresthetics, 59-60, 184,
261
emergency rule, 60-61
political competition, 61-67
Russian, 184-189
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survival models, 88
survival values, 54, 168
European and World Values Surveys,
223-226,225
strongman herethetic model,
relationship with, 228-234
suspension of freedoms
campaign appeals, 145, 145-146,
148

term limits, 1, 205
theoretical framework, 77-78
crisis origins of electoral autocracies,
29,73, 164, 242
conflict, 76-77, 8485, 85, 234
economic decline, 77, 86, 86
Tocqueville, Alexis de, 52
totalitarian dictatorships, 2, 13, 185
traditional closed dictatorships, 2, 3, 6,
13,35, 51, 74, 242
democratic diffusion, impact of,
111-112
electoral autocracies compared,
133-134
transition from democracies, 90,
131-132
Cold War, impact of, 101-102
electoral authoritarianism, to, 92-99,
94
military dictatorships, to, 94, 99-101
survival analysis, 91-92
transition from electoral autocracies, 90
democracies, to, 122-126, 123,
128-129
military dictatorships, to, 123,
126-128, 129-130
transition from military dictatorships,
90, 131-132

Index

dataset analysis, 103-104
democracies, to, 105, 107-112
electoral autocracies, to, 105
clientelism, 108-111
crises, 104-108
(geo)political factors, 111-112
transition from single-party
dictatorships
democracies, to, 117, 119-120
electoral authoritarianism, to,
113-116, 117
military dictatorships, to, 116-119
Turkey. see Erdogan, Recep Tayyip
tyranny of the majority, 6, 57

UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset
measuring conflict, 81

Vargas Llosa, Mario, 1, 57
Venezuela, 4, 11, 35,251, 253
authoritarian social contract, 43
control of elites, 40
see also Chévez, Hugo; Maduro,
Nicolds

war on terror, 264
Weber, Max, 14, 50n13
World Bank
total natural resource rents as percent
of GDP
measuring coercive capacity, 83,

104
Yeltsin, Boris, 182-183, 201-202
Chechnya, 180, 183, 186, 256
economic disaster, 172, 179-180

Zimbabwe. see Mugabe, Robert
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