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Benjamin felt a nose nuzzling at his shoulder. He looked round. It was Clover. Her old
eyes looked dimmer than ever. Without saying anything, she tugged gently at his mane
and led him round to the end of the big barn, where the Seven Commandments were
written. For a minute or two they stood gazing at the tarred wall with its white lettering.

‘My sight is failing, she said finally. ‘Even when I was young I could not have read what
was written there. But it appears to me that the wall looks different. Are the Seven
Commandments the same as they used to be, Benjamin?’

For once Benjamin consented to break his rule, and he read out to her what was written
on the wall. There was nothing there except a single Commandment. It ran:

ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL
BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS.

George Orwell, Animal Farm (1945).
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ABBREVIATIONS AND TITLES

List of abbreviations:

AJIL American Journal of International Law
CUP Cambridge University Press

EC Ethiopian Calendar

EJIL European Journal of International Law

FO UK Foreign Office

HIJL Harvard International Journal of Law
JHIL Journal of the History of International Law
LNOJ League of Nations Official Journal

LONA League of Nations Archives

MAE Ministero degli Affari Esteri (Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
oup Oxford University Press

UKNA UK National Archives

List of titles in the Ethiopian Empire’

Abba ‘Father’; the title of a priest
Bdjerond “Treasurer’
Balabbat A local official who mediated between the people and the

government; meaning ‘one who has a father’

! The definitions of Ethiopian titles are based on the glossary in Harold G. Marcus, Haile
Selassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-1936 (2nd edn Lawrenceville, NJ: Red Sea Press,
1995), xv—-xVi.

Xxiii
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XXiv ABBREVIATIONS AND TITLES

Blatte A title given to learned men and councillors

Dejazmatch ‘Commander of the Gate’; equivalent to the European title of ‘Count’
Echege Bishop of the monastery of Debre Libanos and administrative

head of the Ethiopian Church

Kenyazmach ‘Commander of the Right’; equivalent to the European title of
‘Baron’

Lij ‘Boy’

Negus ‘King’; a title granted only to a very few provincial lords who

governed directly under the authority of the Emperor
Negusa Nagast ‘King of Kings’; the title of the Emperor

Ras ‘Head’; often translated as ‘king’ but in fact equivalent to the
European title of ‘Duke’

Shum Governor (of a particular district)
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