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       THE WRITING ON THE WALL 

 As Israel’s control of the Occupied Palestinian Territory nears its fi ft ieth 
anniversary,  Th e Writing on the Wall  off ers a critical perspective on the 
international law of occupation. Advocating a normative and functional 
approach to occupation and to the question of when it exists, it analyzes the 
application of humanitarian and human rights law, pointing to the risk of 
using the law of occupation in its current version to legitimize new varia-
tions of conquest and colonialism. Th e book points to the need for recon-
sidering the law of occupation in light of changing forms of control, such 
as those evident in Gaza. Although the Israeli occupation is a main focal 
point, the book broadens its compass to look at other cases, such as Iraq, 
Northern Cyprus, and Western Sahara, highlighting the role that interna-
tional law plays in all of these cases. 

  professor aeyal gross  teaches at the Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv Univer-
sity. He also teaches regularly as a guest at SOAS, University of London. 
His research and writing focus on international human rights law and 
international humanitarian law. He has previously published a compara-
tive study, coedited with Colleen Flood:  Th e Right to Health at the Public/ 

Private Divide  (Cambridge University Press, 2014).   
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 Rethinking the International Law of Occupation 
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  EECC      Ethiopia– Eritrea Claims Commission   

  GCIV      Fourth Geneva Convention (Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection 

of Civilian Persons in Time of War) 1949   

  HCJ      High Court of Justice (Israel)   
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