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PREFACE

The genesis of this work dates back to 2012 and the publication of my
first book based on my doctoral dissertation and the Panel Report on
China - Raw Materials. Intrigued by the complexities surrounding the
accession protocols, general exception and the limited regulation of
export restrictions in the GATT/WTO system, I wished to explore the
rationale responsible for the lack of disciplines under international trade
law, which had resulted in only limited scholarly work and a general lack
of attention to the subject matter. Eight years later, export restrictions
proliferate — often, in the name of national security. Importantly, the
Trump Administration has relied on export restrictions and controls in
its trade war and technological race with China. The subsequent Clean
Network Initiative and Economic Prosperity Network remind us of the
East-West divide of the Cold War era when the Coordinating
Committee for Multilateral Export Control played a critical role in
governing trade flows.

The international economic relations we now face differ in important
ways from those of the Cold War era. Crucially, international economic
relations in the past few years have seen a process of securitisation - a
reaction against the means employed by architects of the post-war
economic order, de-politicisation and constitutionalisation, to prevent
another catastrophe. Today, both China and Russia are members of the
WTO, and GATT/WTO rules, originally designed for market economies,
have been extended to these (formerly) communist countries. Besides,
given economic globalisation, the economic interdependence between
the United States and China is far closer than that between the United
States and the Soviet Union. Moreover, due to technological advances,
the line between civilian trade and controlled trade on strategic and
military items is blurred. Thus, it is not entirely clear whether decoupling
between the US and Chinese economies may be realised, and if so, in
what way.

xiii
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Xiv PREFACE

This work spans a good deal of time, both in terms of its production
and what is covered. It was finalised on 10 October 2020 and all infor-
mation and websites and links were up to date then. I have benefited
from funding from the Ministry of Science and Technology in Taiwan,
and research visits to the World Trade Institute in Bern, the Law School
of Georgetown University in Washington, DC, and the Max Planck
Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law in
Heidelberg. I am also grateful to Ms Esther Liao for her research assist-
ance, Jeffrey Cuvilier for proofreading the manuscript, and Joe Ng and
Gemma Smith from Cambridge University Press for editorial help and
bringing this book into being.

In my first book, I cited the words of Lord Alfred Tennyson in Ulysses.
I would like to repeat in this book and hope my academic career will
continue

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield
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USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

VAT Value Added Tax

VCLT Vienna Convention on Law of Treaties

VERs Voluntary Export Restraints

VRA Voluntary Restraint Arrangement

WEP World Food Program

WGTCP Working Group on Trade and Competition Policy
WTO World Trade Organization

WTO Agreement Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization
ZTE Zhongxing Telecommunications Equiment Corporation
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