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Scotland and Ireland in the Union. These precedents help us understand how a
British constitutional identity has been shaped or dismantled by legal concepts
of union or sovereignty.
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Note on cover: The map on the cover [‘England, Scotland and Ireland, or the
British Isles’] was produced by the Flemish cartographer, Abraham Ortelius,
and is part of his late 16th century atlas Theatrum Orbis Terrarum. Therefore, it
is notably by a continental European, and the land mass on its far left, of France
and Flanders, indicate Britain’s proximity to continental Europe. The fact that
the mapmaker chose a west rather than north orientation for Britain also may
be unsettling, resonating with the constitutional unsettlement that is a theme
of this book.
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