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Brexit, Union, and Disunion

�is book provides a critical analysis of Brexit, placing it in the broader context 

of the historical development of the British Constitution and earlier disputes 

as to the meaning of statehood, sovereignty, and territorial boundaries. Some 

of the greatest challenges posed by the UK’s withdrawal from the EU are those 

it places on the British Constitution, which is already ‘unsettled’ and under 

strain. �is book investigates this impact, but also uniquely locates Brexit in the 

broader context of historically signi�cant British ‘acts of union or disunion’ – 

such as the loss of former US colonies and British Empire, and the place of 

Scotland and Ireland in the Union. �ese precedents help us understand how a 

British constitutional identity has been shaped or dismantled by legal concepts 

of union or sovereignty.

Sionaidh Douglas-Scott is Anniversary Chair in Law at Queen Mary University 

of London, formerly Professor of European and Human Rights Law, University 

of Oxford. Her past roles include Special Advisor, Scottish Parliament 

External  & European Relations committee, 2015–2017; Major Leverhulme 

 fellow, 2018–2021; LAPA fellow Princeton University, 2020–2021.
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Since 1970, the Law in Context series has been at the forefront of a movement to broaden 

the study of law. �e series is a vehicle for the publication of innovative monographs 

and texts that treat law and legal phenomena critically in their cultural, social, political, 

technological, environmental and economic contexts. A contextual approach involves 

treating legal subjects broadly, using materials from other humanities and social 

sciences, and from any other discipline that helps to explain the operation in practice 

of the particular legal �eld or legal phenomena under investigation. It is intended that 

this orientation is at once more stimulating and more revealing than the bare exposition 

of legal rules. �e series includes original research monographs, coursebooks and 

textbooks that foreground contextual approaches and methods. �e series includes 

and welcomes books on the study of law in all its contexts, including domestic legal 

systems, European and international law, transnational and global legal processes, and 

comparative law.
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Note on cover: �e map on the cover [‘England, Scotland and Ireland, or the 

British Isles’] was produced by the Flemish cartographer, Abraham Ortelius, 

and is part of his late 16th century atlas �eatrum Orbis Terrarum. �erefore, it 

is notably by a continental European, and the land mass on its far le�, of France 

and Flanders, indicate Britain’s proximity to continental Europe. �e fact that 

the mapmaker chose a west rather than north orientation for Britain also may 

be unsettling, resonating with the constitutional unsettlement that is a theme 

of this book.
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