
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge Companion to 

European Criminal Law

European Criminal Law has developed into a complex, jagged 

subject matter, which at the same time has become increasingly 

important for everyday criminal law practice. On the one hand, this 

work aims to do comprehensive justice to the complexity of the 

matter without sacrificing readability. In order to achieve this, the 

book’s structure enables legal scholars and experienced practitioners 

to access the information relevant to them in a targeted manner 

and, at the same time, enables less-oriented readers to gain access 

to European Criminal Law. Thus, the volume both answers basic 

questions and offers discussion in more specialised areas. Written by 

experts in the field, the book offers discussions that are both of the 

highest academic standards and accessibly readable.

Kai Ambos is Chair for Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, 

Comparative Law, International Criminal Law and Public International 

Law at the Faculty of Law, University of Göttingen, Germany. He is 

also Judge at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers, The Hague, Netherlands 

as well as Director of the Centro de Estudios de Derecho Penal y 

Procesal Penal Latinoamericano (CEDPAL), and Advisor (amicus 

curiae) of the Colombian Special Jurisdiction for Peace.

Peter Rackow is Associate Professor at the Institute for Criminal 

Law and Criminal Justice and the Department of Foreign and 

International Criminal Law, Faculty of Law, University of Göttingen, 

Germany.

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Cambridge Companions to Law

Cambridge Companions to Law offers thought-provoking introductions to 

different legal disciplines, invaluable to both the student and the scholar. Edited 

by world-leading academics, each offers a collection of essays which both map 

out the subject and allow the reader to delve deeper. Critical and enlightening, 

the Companions library represents legal scholarship at its best.

The Cambridge Companion to European Union Private Law

Edited by Christian Twigg-Flesner

The Cambridge Companion to International Law

Edited by James Crawford and Martti Koskenniemi

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Law

Edited by Mauro Bussani and Ugo Mattei

The Cambridge Companion to Human Rights Law

Edited by Conor Gearty and Costas Douzinas

The Cambridge Companion to Public Law

Edited by Mark Elliott and David Feldman

The Cambridge Companion to International Criminal Law

Edited by William A. Schabas

The Cambridge Companion to Natural Law Jurisprudence

Edited by George Duke and Robert P. George

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Family Law

Edited by Shazia Choudhry and Jonathan Herring

The Cambridge Companion to Comparative Constitutional Law

Edited by Roger Masterman and Robert Schütze

The Cambridge Companion to the First Amendment and Religious Liberty

Edited by Michael D. Breidenbach and Owen Anderson

The Cambridge Companion to the Philosophy of Law

Edited by John Tasioulas

The Cambridge Companion to Legal Positivism

Edited by Torben Spaak and Patricia Mindus

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge Companion to Hugo Grotius

Edited by Randall Lesaffer and Janne E. Nijman

The Cambridge Companion to International Arbitration

Edited by Chin Leng Lim

The Cambridge Companion to Business & Human Rights Law

Edited by Ilias Bantekas and Michael Stein

The Cambridge Companion to International Organizations Law

Edited by Jan Klabbers

The Cambridge Companion to Gender and the Law

Edited by Stéphanie Hennette Vauchez and Ruth Rubio-Marín

The Cambridge Companion to the International Court of Justice

Edited by Carlos Espósito and Kate Parlett

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge Companion to 

European Criminal Law 

 Edited by 

 Kai Ambos 
 University of Göttingen 

 Peter Rackow 
 University of Göttingen    

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,  
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,  
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of 
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781108835190

DOI: 10.1017/9781108891875

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions 
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take 
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-108-83519-0 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-108-79979-9 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence  
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this 
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will 
remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors page x

Preface xvii

Table of Cases xviii

List of Abbreviations xxviii

Part I Foundations of European Criminal Law 

 1 European Union and Council of Europe: Special  

Focus on Criminal Law 3
Krisztina Karsai and Liane Wörner

 2 The European Court System and Its Role in  

Shaping European Criminal Law 30
Liz Heffernan

Part II Purposes and Principles

 3 Human Rights Protection through the Lens of the EU  

Charter of Fundamental Rights and the ECHR 59
Noreen O’Meara

 4 Primacy, Duty of Loyalty and Interpretation 86
Emanuela Fronza

 5 Supranational Criminal Law, Harmonisation  

and Approximation 109
Kimmo Nuotio

 6 Mutual Recognition and Mutual Trust 131
Philipp Ronsfeld

Contents

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contentsviii

Part III European Substantive Criminal Law

 7 Protection of the Financial Interests of the EU  

(Art. 325 TFEU) 157
Stefanie Bock

 8 Cross-Border Crimes 182
Marianne L. Wade

 9 Further Areas 206
Jan Stajnko, Petra Weingerl and Miha Šepec

Part IV European Criminal Procedure

 10 Fundamental Rights Protection 231
Martin Böse 

 11 Extradition and Surrender: From a Bilateral Political 

Arrangement to a Triangular Legal Procedure 254
Pedro Caeiro and Miguel João Costa

 12 Further Mutual Legal Assistance: The European  

Investigation Order 283
Lorena Bachmaier Winter

 13 Police Cooperation 306
Kai Ambos and Peter Rackow

Part V Institutions

 14 Office de Lutte anti-fraude (OLAF) 329
Olivier Cahn 

 15 Europol 361
Katalin Ligeti and Fabio Giuffrida 

 16 Eurojust 387
Alejandro Hernández López and Francisco  

Jiménez-Villarejo Fernández

 17 The European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO):  

A Milestone for the EU Integration Process 413
Silvia Allegrezza

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents ix

Part VI Perspectives

 18 Brexit and European Criminal Law 441
Valsamis Mitsilegas

 19 Rethinking European Criminal Law 461
Frank Meyer

General Bibliography 486

Index 487

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors

Silvia Allegrezza is Associate Professor of Criminal Law and 

criminal procedure at the University of Luxembourg. She is Principal 

Investigator in several research projects founded by the EU Commission 

and by the Luxembourg Fond National de la Recherche. Since 2022, 

she is a member of the EU Commission Experts Group for Criminal 

Justice and special expert on anti-money laundering for the EU 

Parliament. Her research focuses on Cryptocurrencies and crime; 

on anti-money laundering and banking regulations; on appeals 

proceedings and other judicial remedies in criminal matters and on 

forensic genetic investigations.

Kai Ambos is Chair for Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Comparative 

Law, International Criminal Law and Public International Law at the 

Faculty of Law, University of Göttingen, Germany. He is also Judge 

at the Kosovo Specialist Chambers, The Hague, Netherlands as well 

as Director of the Centro de Estudios de Derecho Penal y Procesal 

Penal Latinoamericano (CEDPAL), and Advisor (amicus curiae) of 

the Colombian Special Jurisdiction for Peace. He is the author of the 

three volumes Treatise on International Criminal Law (OUP, 2013 ff.) 

and publishes widely in the areas of criminal law, criminal procedure, 

international (criminal) law and comparative criminal justice

Lorena Bachmaier Winter is Full Professor at the Law School of 

Complutense University of Madrid, where she teaches Justice Systems 

and Procedure. She also teaches in Saint Louis University, Missouri. 

Her research focuses mainly on comparative law, rule of law, human 

rights and criminal procedure, and the building up of the European 

area of freedom, security and justice. She has written extensively in the 

field of criminal justice as well as on topics related to civil procedure 

and arbitration. She is a member of the editorial board of numerous 

legal journals and of the most important academic associations. She 

regularly cooperates as international expert with the Council of Europe, 

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors xi

the European Commission and other international organisations in 

improving human rights standards and the rule of law in transitional 

democracies. She is also member of the Expert Group on Criminal Policy 

of the EU Commission.

Stefanie Bock is Professor for Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, 

International Criminal Law and Comparative Law at the Philipps-

Universität Marburg, Germany, and Director of the International 

Research and Documentation Centre for War Crimes Trials. Her main 

fields of research are international criminal law, European criminal law 

and comparative criminal law.

Martin Böse is Professor of Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, and 

International and European Criminal Law, and Director of the Institute 

of Criminal Law at the University of Bonn. His main research interests 

lie in the fields of European criminal law, international cooperation in 

criminal matters and economic criminal law.

Pedro Caeiro is Associate Professor of Criminal Law in the Faculty 

of Law of the University of Coimbra. He is a member of the European 

Commission’s Expert Group on EU Criminal Policy since 2012 and of 

the management committee of the European Criminal Law Academic 

Network. He is also a member of the editorial board of several 

publications, including the New Journal of European Criminal Law 

and Brill Research Perspectives in Transnational Crime. His research 

focuses on jurisdiction, European criminal law and international judicial 

cooperation in criminal matters.

Olivier Cahn is Professor of Criminal Law at CY Cergy Paris University 

in France, Director of the master in business criminal law and a 

researcher at the Center for Sociological Research on Law and Penal 

Institutions (CESDIP) (CNRS-UMR 8183). His research focuses on 

political violence, police law, economic and financial crime, and police 

and judicial cooperation in criminal matters.

Miguel João Costa is an advisor at the Portuguese Constitutional Court 

and teaches Criminal Law and Procedure at the University of Coimbra, 

where he obtained his LLB (2008) and LLM (2011). He holds a PhD 

from Maastricht University (2019) on the subject matter of extradition: 

Extradition Law: Reviewing Grounds for Refusal from the Classic 

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributorsxii

Paradigm to Mutual Recognition and Beyond (Brill, 2019). Since 2021, 

he is a member of the European Commission’s Expert Group on the 

European Arrest Warrant.

Emanuela Fronza is Professor of Criminal Law at the Department of 

Legal Sciences at the University of Bologna. Her research interests 

span from national to international and comparative criminal law. 

She has been a Fellow of the Humboldt Foundation and Principal 

Investigator of the Memory Laws in International and Comparative 

Perspective – MELA Project. She has edited several books and 

published extensively in the field of international, European 

and comparative criminal law. She is the author of Memory and 

Punishment: Historical Denialism, Free Speech and the Limits of 

Criminal Law (Springer, 2018).

Fabio Giuffrida (PhD, Queen Mary University of London) worked 

as a postdoctoral researcher in EU Criminal Law at the Faculty of 

Law, Economics and Finance of the University of Luxembourg and is 

currently Policy Officer at the European Commission. He has authored 

several articles and studies concerning different aspects of EU Criminal 

Law, including a recent book on the fight against environmental 

crime at EU level, and co-edited a volume on the establishment of the 

European Public Prosecutor's Office.

Liz Heffernan is an associate professor and Fellow of Trinity College 

Dublin where she teaches in the fields of evidence and criminal law. 

She taught previously at Washington and Lee University School of 

Law, Lexington, Virginia, and worked as a law clerk at the US Court 

of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. Her research focuses primarily on 

Criminal Evidence in the Irish courts and includes analysis of the impact 

of EU law and the ECHR on common law systems.

Alejandro Hernández López is postdoctoral researcher “Margarita 

Salas” at the Universities of Valladolid and Burgos. He teaches and 

writes on European Union criminal law and justice and national and 

comparative criminal procedure law. His main research focuses on the 

development and challenges of judicial cooperation in criminal matters 

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors xiii

in the European Union, including the role of Eurojust in the settlement 

of conflicts of criminal jurisdiction.

Francisco Jiménez-Villarejo Fernández has been Vice President of 

Eurojust and National Member for Spain. He is currently Deputy Supreme 

Court Prosecutor of the Kingdom of Spain and Head of the International 

Cooperation Unit at the General Prosecutor’s Office. In addition to his 

extensive practical experience, he is the author of numerous contributions 

on the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice and the judicial cooperation 

in criminal matters between Member States of the European Union.

Krisztina Karsai is full professor in criminal law at the University of 

Szeged (Hungary) and is specialised in European and international 

criminal law, and criminal policy. Her position as an independent expert 

of the European Commission (DG Justice; Fields of justice, freedom and 

security; criminal justice, prevent and combat criminality) allowed her 

to take part also in evaluation procedures of tenders (since 2013). She is 

also working for the EUROJUST EUROMED project as a key expert. She 

has been granted with Jean Monnet Chair (2016–2019) for her project 

“Legal Innovation for Citizens, the Area of Freedom, Security and 

Justice”. Krisztina Karsai is the author of many books and articles on 

Hungarian and European criminal law and policy; she is the editor and 

co-author of the Commentary on the Hungarian Criminal Code.

Katalin Ligeti is a full professor of European and international criminal 

law at the University of Luxembourg. Professor Ligeti plays a leading 

role in several transnational research networks: she is Vice President 

in Charge of Scientific Coordination of the AIDP and Co-coordinator 

of the ECLAN. Her research focuses primarily on police and judicial 

co-operation in criminal matters, EU criminal law, comparative criminal 

procedure and information technology and criminal justice. She has 

widely published on the European Public Prosecutor and other European 

criminal justice bodies and agencies.

Frank Meyer, LLM (Yale), Dr. iur. (Hamburg), Dr. iur. habil (Bonn), is 

Professor of Law at Heidelberg University where he holds the Chair for 

Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure with particular consideration 

of its relations to European law and international law. His research 

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributorsxiv

interests are in European criminal law, transnational cooperation and 

enforcement, comparative criminal law and human rights law. He 

has published in those areas and is the author of leading texts on the 

criminal law: chapters of the TFEU (von der Groeben/Schwarze/Hatje, 

Europäisches Unionsrecht, 7th ed., Nomos 2015) and Article 6 of ECHR 

(Karpenstein/Mayer, EGMR, 3rd ed., Beck 2021).

Valsamis Mitsilegas is Professor of European and Global Law and Dean 

of the School of Law and Social Justice, University of Liverpool. He is 

Co-Coordinator of ECLAN and is currently serving for a fourth term 

as a member of the European Commission Expert Group on Criminal 

Policy. Professor Mitsilegas is the founding General Editor of the Hart 

Studies in European Criminal Law, of the Queen Mary-Renmin Series 

on Comparative Criminal Justice Issues in China and Europe and of the 

Brill Research Perspectives in Transnational Crime. He is also General 

Editor of the New Journal of European Criminal Law and the Brill series 

on Immigration and Asylum Law and Policy in Europe. He is the author 

of 9 books and over 150 articles and chapters in academic volumes. The 

second edition of his monograph on EU Criminal Law is published by 

Hart in May 2022.

Kimmo Nuotio is Professor of criminal law and Director of the Institute 

of Criminology and Legal Policy at the University of Helsinki. He is 

former Jean Monnet Fellow of the European University Institute in 

Florence and he has held a visiting professorship or equivalent at the 

Australian National University, University of Leuven, Peking University 

and the University of Toronto. He has published widely in different 

areas of criminal law.

Noreen O'Meara is Associate Professor (Reader) in Human Rights, 

European and Environmental Law at the University of Surrey. She 

studied at Cambridge (MA), UCL (LLM) and Queen Mary, University 

of London (PhD), and worked at the European Commission, Court of 

Justice of the European Union and the British Institute of International 

and Comparative Law (BIICL) before starting her academic career. She 

teaches and researches in the areas of human rights and EU law, with 

particular expertise in the areas of procedural justice, fundamental 

rights and environmental law.

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributors xv

Peter Rackow is Associate Professor at the Institute for Criminal Law 

and Criminal Justice and the Department of Foreign and International 

Criminal Law, Faculty of Law, University of Göttingen, Germany.

Philipp Ronsfeld is Legal Advisor at the Ministry of Social Affairs of 

the state of Baden-Wuerttemberg in Stuttgart, Germany. He studied 

law at the University of Freiburg. In 2015, he obtained his Dr iur from 

the University of Kiel. He completed his doctorate on European penal 

law. His research was focused on reducing delays in legal assistance 

by promoting mutual recognition and trust, on the example of the new 

European Investigation Order. Currently, since the beginning of 2022, 

he has been temporarily seconded to the German Federal Foreign Office 

(Europe Department) in Berlin.

Miha Šepec is an associate professor and Head of the Institute for 

Criminal Law and Minor Offences at the University of Maribor, Faculty 

of Law. He is the sole editor of the Commentary on the General Part 

of the Slovene Criminal Code, released in 2021, and the sole editor 

of the Commentary of the Criminal Procedural Act, which will be 

released in 2022. He has experience in coordinating national as well as 

international projects related to European criminal law. He was voted 

amongst top ten most influential lawyers in Slovenia in 2018, 2019, 

2020 and 2021.

Jan Stajnko is an academic assistant at Faculty of Law, University of 

Maribor, Chair for Criminal law, and a PhD student at the University of 

Ljubljana, Faculty of Law. He is a co-author of the Commentary on the 

General Part of Slovene Criminal Code, the Great Scientific Commentary 

of the Special Part of Slovene Criminal Code and the Commentary of 

the Slovene Criminal Procedural Act. He has cooperated in core research 

teams of national as well as EU and UNODC-funded projects.

Marianne L. Wade is Reader in Criminal Justice, Birmingham Law 

School (University of Birmingham, Birmingham, UK). She is a Fellow 

of the UoB Institute of Global Innovation, heading the Transnational 

Crime Stream within the 21st Century Crime Theme. Dr Wade’s 

activities currently focus on European criminal law and criminal 

justice as well as prosecutors and terrorism. She has provided expert 

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Notes on Contributorsxvi

advice i.a. the international prosecutor’s office of the ECCC, the UNDP’s 

POGAR conference, the President of the German Prosecutor-Generals’ 

working group, the Dutch Ministry of Justice, the LIBE Committee of 

the European Parliament and the EU Presidency. She is a member of the 

legal expert advisory board of the NGO Fair Trials International and a 

criminal justice expert for the European Commission.

Petra Weingerl is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Law, 

University of Maribor. Petra completed her doctorate and Magister Juris 

at the Faculty of Law of the University of Oxford. She is an adjunct 

professor at the University of Trieste. She is a holder of the Jean Monnet 

Module on Fundamental Rights in EU Business Law and Policy.

Liane Wörner, LLM (UW Madison), Dr. iur., Dr. iur. habil. (JLU Gießen), 

is Full Professor for Criminal Law, Criminal Procedure, Comparative 

Criminal Law, Medical Criminal Law and Legal Theory and Director of 

the Centre for Human | Data | Society at the University of Konstanz, 

Germany. She is a member of the scientific committee of the AIDP 

and a member of the Global Diplomacy Lab (GDL). Her main fields 

of research are comparative criminal law, European criminal law, 

digitalization and criminal law, medical criminal law and legal theory.

www.cambridge.org/9781108835190
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-83519-0 — The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law
Edited by Kai Ambos , Peter Rackow 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

The Cambridge Companion to European Criminal Law is intended as a 

foundation for deeper studies. It aims to provide a structured overview 

of the field in six sections dealing with the foundations of European 

Criminal Law, its purposes and principles, the European substantive and 

criminal procedure law, and the relevant institutions. The volume con-

cludes with a section on the perspectives of European Criminal Law. Each 

chapter explores key academic debates and provides guidelines for fur-

ther reading.

In view of the dynamic development of European Criminal Law, a num-

ber of chapters focus on more recent developments such as the European 

Investigation Order (EIO) and the European Public Prosecutor’s Office 

(EPPO) and the impact of Brexit. The discussion of specific, current, and 

dynamic issues is based on a thematically comprehensive presentation 

of the foundations of European Criminal Law and its practically relevant 

principles, such as the principle of mutual recognition, across various 

chapters. It is attempted in the last chapter, to rethink and reassess the 

foundations, institutional design, and aims of European Criminal Law 

and the EU criminal policy.

We are grateful to all authors for having submitted their papers and to 

the publisher to have taken up this project.

Kai Ambos 

Peter Rackow

Göttingen, November 2022
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