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TAKING CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

SERIOUSLY

Children and young people are active agents with motives and
intentions who can contribute to their social worlds. Taking children
seriously involves both accessing their perspectives as they make sense
of the world and working relationally with them to guide their
motive orientations. In this book, Hedegaard and Edwards draw
upon their own and others’ research on children from birth to school
leaving age to advocate for relational support for learners and to
emphasize the caring aspects of this support. The authors provide a
scholarly account of the cultural-historical underpinnings of their
caring relational approach, while bringing these ideas to life through
examples of practices in families and in more formal settings. Written
for those who work with children and young people in varied
capacities, this book reveals the knowledge and skills required for
the subtle and reciprocal work of supporting the learning and devel-

opment of children and young people.

MARIANE HEDEGAARD is Professor Emerita in the Department of
Psychology at Copenhagen University, Denmark. She is also a senior
research fellow in the Department of Education at the University of
Oxford, UK and has an honorary degree from the University of
Pablo de Olavide, Spain. The relations between children’s motive
orientation and institutional demands are central themes in her work.
She has authored and edited several books, including Motives in
Children’s Development (2012) and Learning, Play and Children’s

Development (2013).

ANNE EDWARDS is Professor Emerita in the Department of
Education at the University of Oxford, UK. She has honorary
doctorates from the University of Helsinki, Finland and the
University of Oslo, Norway for her work on cultural-historical
approaches to learning across the lifespan. In 2022 her lifetime’s
contribution to the field was recognized by the Cultural-Historical
Research Special Interest Group of the American Educational

Research Association.
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