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Human Rights & Social Work: Towards Rights-based Practice helps students and practitioners

understand how human rights concepts underpin the social work profession and inform

their practice.

This book critically examines the three generations of human rights and the systems of oppression

that prevent citizens from participating in society as equals. It explores a range of topics and

concepts, from ethics and ethical social work practice, to deductive and inductive approaches to

human rights, and global and local human rights discourses. The language, processes, structures

and theories of social work that are fundamental to the profession are also discussed and critiqued.

The fourth edition features new case studies that explore current events, movements and human

rights crises, including the Black Lives Matter movement, the Northern Territory Emergency

Response, the #FreeBritney campaign, and the issues of child labour in the Global South and

homelessness among LGBTIQA+ young people. This edition is accompanied by online resources

for both students and instructors.

Human Rights & Social Work: Towards Rights-based Practice is an indispensable guide for

contemporary social work students and practitioners aiming to become well-rounded human rights

social workers.

Emeritus Professor Jim Ife has been a professor of social work at several universities, and was

foundation Handa Professor of Human Rights Education at Curtin University. He is a former

President of Amnesty International Australia, and has been active in various community groups.

Professor Karen Soldatić is Professor, School of Social Sciences, and Institute Fellow, Institute for

Culture and Society, Western Sydney University. Karen’s research engages with critical questions of

inequality, human rights and social injustice. She obtained her PhD (Distinction) in 2010 from the

University of Western Australia.

Professor Linda Briskman is a human rights activist. In her role as Margaret Whitlam Chair of

Social Work at Western Sydney University she teaches, conducts research and writes on Indigenous

rights, asylum seeker rights and challenging racism, particularly Islamophobia.
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