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Christian Platonism

Platonism has played a central role in Christianity and is essential to
a deep understanding of the Christian theological tradition. At times,
Platonism has constituted an essential philosophical and theological
resource, furnishing Christianity with an intellectual framework that
has played a key role in its early development, and in subsequent periods
of renewal. Alternatively, it has been considered a compromising
influence, conflicting with the faith’s revelatory foundations and
distorting its inherent message. In both cases the fundamental
importance of Platonism, as a force which Christianity defined itself
by and against, is clear. Written by an international team of scholars,
this landmark volume examines the history of Christian Platonism from
antiquity to the present day, covers key concepts, and engages issues
such as the environment, natural science and materialism.

Alexander J. B. Hampton is Assistant Professor of Religion at the
University of Toronto, specialising in metaphysics, poetics and nature.
He is the author of Romanticism and the Re-Invention of Modern
Religion (Cambridge 2019). He is currently writing a study of nature
and metaphysics, and editing the forthcoming Cambridge Companion
of Religion, Nature and the Environment in the West.

John Peter Kenney is Professor Emeritus of Religious Studies at Saint
Michael’s College. He is the author of Mystical Monotheism: A Study in
Ancient Platonic Theology, The Mysticism of Saint Augustine:
Rereading the Confessions, Contemplation and Classical Christianity:
A Study in Augustine and On God, the Soul, Evil, and the Rise of
Christianity.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108741408
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-74140-8 — Christian Platonism: A History
Edited by Alexander J. B. Hampton , John Peter Kenney
Frontmatter

More Information

Christian Platonism

A History

Edited by
ALEXANDER J. B. HAMPTON

University of Toronto

JOHN PETER KENNEY
Saint Michael’s College

% CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108741408
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-74140-8 — Christian Platonism: A History
Edited by Alexander J. B. Hampton , John Peter Kenney
Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

@Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,

a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org

Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1108741408

DOI: 10.1017/9781108590341

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2021

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2021
First paperback edition 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data

NAMES: Hampton, Alexander J. B., editor. | Kenney, John Peter, editor.
TITLE: Christian Platonism : a history / edited by Alexander J.B. Hampton, John Peter

Kenney.

DESCRIPTION: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University

Press, 2021. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

IDENTIFIERS: LCCN 2020026276 (print) | LCCN 2020026277 (ebook) | 1SBN

9781108491983 (hardback) | 1SBN 9781108590341 (ebook)

SUBJECTS: LCcSH: Christian philosophy — History. | Platonists. | Philosophy and religion.
CLASSIFICATION: LCC BRI0OO .C§534 2021 (print) | LcC BRTOO (ebook) |

DDC230.01-dc23
LC record available at https:/lccn.loc.gov/2020026276
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020026277

ISBN  978-1-108-49198-3 Hardback
ISBN  978-1-108-74140-8 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781108741408
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-74140-8 — Christian Platonism: A History
Edited by Alexander J. B. Hampton , John Peter Kenney
Frontmatter

More Information

For Mark A. Mclntosh, who had the divine idea for this volume.
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