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Abstract: This Element analyzes the economic and political forces behind
the political marginalization of working-class organizations in Southeast
Asia. It traces the roots of labor exclusion to the geopolitics of the early

postwar period when many governments rolled back the left and
established labor control regimes that prevented the re-emergence of
working-class movements. This Element also examines the economic
and political dynamics that perpetuated labor’s containment in some

countries and that produced a resurgence of labor mobilization in others
in the twenty-first century. It also explains why democratization has had
mixed effects on organized labor in Southeast Asia and analyzes three
distinctive “anatomies of contention” of the region’s feistiest labor

movements in Cambodia, Indonesia, and Vietnam.

Keywords: labor, Southeast Asia, social movements, contentious politics,
comparative politics

© Teri L. Caraway 2023
ISBNs: 9781108722407 (PB), 9781108630818 (OC)

ISSNs: 2515-2998 (online), 2515-298X (print)

www.cambridge.org/9781108722407
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-108-72240-7 — Organized Labor in Southeast Asia
Teri L. Caraway 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Contents

1 Introduction 1

2 Postwar Legacies in the Twentieth Century 3

3 Continuity and Change in the Twenty-First Century 21

4 Anatomies of Contention: Cambodia, Indonesia, and
Vietnam 35

5 Conclusion 50

Appendix 54

References 57

www.cambridge.org/9781108722407
www.cambridge.org

