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          THE AESTHETICS OF HOPE IN L ATE 

GREEK IMPERIAL LITERATURE 

 | is book sheds light on a relatively dark period of literary history, 
the late third century CE, a period that falls between the Second 
Sophistic and Late Antiquity. It argues that more was being written 
during this time than past scholars have realized and takes as its prime 
example the understudied Christian writer Methodius of Olympus. 
Among his many works, this book focuses on his dialogic  Symposium , 
a text which exposes an era9s new concern to reorient the gaze of a gen-
eration from the past onto the future. Dr LaValle Norman makes the 
further argument that scholarship on the Imperial period that does 
not include Christian writers within its purview misses the richness 
of this period, which was one of deepening interaction between 
Christian and non- Christian writers. Only through recovering this 
conversation can we understand the transitional period that led to 
the rise of Constantine. 

  DAWN LAVALLE NORMAN  is a Research Fellow at the Australian 
Catholic University9s Institute for Religion and Critical Inquiry.   
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   Simon Goldhill ,     University of Cambridge  
   Michael Squire ,     King9s College London   

 | e Greek culture of the Roman Empire of ers a rich o eld of study. Extraordinary 
insights can be gained into processes of multicultural contact and exchange, 
political and ideological conn ict, and the creativity of a changing, polyglot 
empire. During this period, many fundamental elements of Western society 
were being set in place: from the rise of Christianity, to an inn uential system of 
education, to long- lived artistic canons. | is series is the o rst to focus on the 
response of Greek culture to its Roman imperial setting as a signio cant phe-
nomenon in its own right. To this end, it will publish original and innovative 
research in the art, archaeology, epigraphy, history, philosophy, religion, and 
literature of the empire, with an emphasis on Greek material.  
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