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PREFACE

To understand the nature of human language, we need to know the properties that
languages can have, the distribution of those properties in the world, and the reasons for
that distribution. This book brings together information relevant to these questions in
relation to one geographical area: mainland Southeast Asia (MSEA). In line with the
remit of the Cambridge Language Surveys series, we present a technical survey of the
languages of this area, with two main points of thematic focus: first, the histories of the
languages and their speakers, and second, the structural properties of the languages from
sound systems to the make-up of phrases and clauses.

There is of course much more to language: verbal art and oratory, ritual speech,
multilingualism, dialectology, politeness and impoliteness, discourse structure, toponymy,
personal names, kinship terminologies, ethnobiological classification, narrative style and
practice, language ideology, et cetera. These areas await a more sociologically and
anthropologically oriented volume, tapping into a wealth of past and current research in
these domains. For example, on the sociolinguistics of language endangerment, and
associated issues including language protection and revitalization, see Phattharathanit
(2012) on identity maintenance in Lanna (cf. Bradley 2007, Premsrirat 2007). Research
on linguistic politeness is being done, mostly in relation to national languages, and with
reference to the languages’ elaborated systems of social deixis, for example in their systems
of personal pronouns, and the pragmatic alternatives that effectively create open class
systems for person reference (see Cooke 1968, Haas 1969, Luong 1990). The more complex
documented systems of person reference belong to the major literate languages of the area,
including Thai, Cambodian, Vietnamese, and Burmese (Cooke 1968). There has been
recent work in this domain on languages including Lao (Enfield 2007: ch. 5; 2015: ch. 5).
On Vietnamese, see Srichampa (2008) on politeness strategies, and Sidnell and Shohet
(2013) on avoidance strategies (see also Luong 1988). Linking social life to central concerns
of historical linguistics and typology, there has been recent work on sociolinguistic
conditions for borrowing (Alves 2009). For similar work see Thurgood (2010) comparing
two varieties of Cham with the Tibeto-Burman language Anong. And a new line of work
in MSEA is in conversation analysis: Enfield (2013) presents several case studies of

Xix
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XX Preface

Lao language in conversation; Ha (2010, 2013) presents studies of Vietnamese
conversation with a focus on the role of prosody, for example in repair and backchannelling
(see also Umaporn 2007 on backchannelling in Mon); and a series of in-progress studies by
Jack Sidnell and colleagues examine strategies of repair in Vietnamese. Constraints of
feasibility and the remit of the series mean that the coverage of linguistic topics in this book
is necessarily incomplete. I look forward to the day when a full-length volume on the
sociocultural anthropology of language in MSEA can complement the present book’s focus
on historical and structural linguistic matters.
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NOTE ON THE NATURE AND
ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK

This book incorporates most of the material included in Mainland Southeast Asian
Languages: A Concise Typological Survey (Cambridge University Press 2019), which
focused solely on typological features of the spoken languages of core MSEA. At
nearly twice the length of that book, the present book adds two main things: (1) it
expands the data coverage and analysis in the descriptive/typological chapters (3-7),
and (2) it places the linguistic diversity of the area in historical context, both in terms
of the social (pre)history of the mainland Southeast Asia area (in Chapter 1) and in the
historical-comparative linguistics of the area’s languages (in Chapter 2).

Readers interested in the historical and social context of the languages of mainland
Southeast Asia will get most out of Chapter 1, which gives an overview of the prehistory
and history of the area. Chapter 2 focuses on historical-comparative research, outlining
current and evolving views on the relatedness of modern MSEA languages, with many
references for those who wish to follow up on the details. The rest of the book covers
grammatical topics, moving through broad categories of structural organization.
A general outline of the typology of the area’s languages is provided in Chapter 3,
and subsequent chapters delve into details under four rubrics: Phonological systems
(Chapter 4), Word formation (Chapter 5), Reference and nominal syntax (Chapter 6),
and Predication and clausal syntax (Chapter 7). The organization of chapters 6 and 7 is
based loosely on a functional distinction between reference and predication, the two
basic elements of any proposition. Of equally crucial functional importance are devices
for textual cohesion and for managing interpersonal relations in language use. These are
covered under the appropriate functional domain in which they occur (for example,
politeness-based choice occurring in pronoun systems, discussed in Chapter 6) or are
included in Chapter 4 (e.g., sentence-final particles for the expression of speech act and
other interpersonally grounded pragmatic distinctions).

This book cites language examples from a wide range of sources. We have endeavoured
to represent data exactly as given in the original sources, though we note an occasional

xxil
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Note on the nature and organization of the book xxiii

exception made out of convenience: we have sometimes used ‘@’ (italic a) for ‘a’
(roman a) and vice versa, as long as this has not introduced ambiguity internal to the
example cited (i.e., by collapsing the two characters). For this reason (and also as a
matter of general principle), readers are advised to consult the primary sources before
citing the examples.
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ABBREVIATIONS

IDU
1P
IPL
1S
1SG
1SS

2DU
2HON
2P
2PL
28
25G
3A
3D
3DU
3P
3PL
3PLA

3PLS

3POSS

3S
3SG

first person

second person

third person

first person dual

first person

first person plural

first person singular
first person singular
first person singular
subject

second person dual
second person honor
second person

second person plural
second person singular
second person singular
third person A-argument
third person dual

third person dual

third person plural
third person plural
third person plural
A-argument

third person plural
S-argument

third person possessor
third person S-argument
third person singular

3SGA

3SS

ACC
ACHV
ACOP
ADJT
ADVRS
AFF
AGR
ALL
ALP

AMB

AMSL
ANIM
ANTICAUS
AO
ASP
ASS
ASSOC
AT
ATT
AUG
AUX

XXV

third person singular
A-argument

third person singular
subject

A-argument
accusative
achievement
attributive copula
adjunct

adversative
affirmative
agreement

allative

attributive linking
particle

ambient noun with
weather predication
ambifunctional selector
animate
anticausative

agent orientating
aspect

associative
associative

locative preposition
attainment
augmented

auxiliary
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B bare

BRO brother

CAUS causative
CAUSE causative

CL classifier

CLASS classifier

CLF classifier

CMPL completive
CMPR comparative
COLL collective

coM comitative verb particle
COMP complementizer
COND conditional
CONT continuous

cop copula

CcT class term

DAT dative

DECL declarative

DEM demonstrative
DEP dependent

DET determiner

DID verbal prefix (d)id-
DIM diminutive

DIR directional

DISC discourse particle
DIST distal

DO direct object
DST distal

DU dual

DUR durative

E elder

EBR elder brother
EMP emphatic

ERG ergative

EUPH euphemism
EVID evidential

EX exclusive

EXCL exclusive

EXP experiential

List of Abbreviations XXV
EXPR expressive
EXIST existential
EXST existential
EXT external
F female
FA familiar
FUT future
FW functional word
GEN genitive
GRP group marker
GSL group selector
HIRESP high respect
IDEO ideophone
IMM imminent
IMP imperative
IMPEF imperfective
IMPERF imperfective
IMPF imperfective
IMPFV imperfective
IMPORT importance
INCL inclusive
INDEF indefinite
INSTR instrumental
INTER interrogative
INTJ interjection
INTNS intensive
INTR intransitive
INTRG interrogative
10 indirect object
IRR irrealis
LOC locative
LORESP low respect
LP linking particle
M male
MC modifier classifier
MID middle voice
MOD modality
N noun
NEG negation
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XXVi

NEGI
NEG2
NFIN
NFUT
NMLZ
NMZ
NOM
NON
NVOLT
OBJ
OBL
OBLIG
OCOMP
P
PART
PASS
PAST
PATIENT
PCL
PERF
PFV
PL

PN
POL
POSS
PP
PREF
PRF
PROG
PROH
PROX
PRT
PRX
PTC
PTCL
PV
PVF
PVP

List of Abbreviations

first position negator
second position negator
non-finite
non-future
nominalizer
nominalizer
nominalizer

non

non-volitional
object

oblique

obligatory

object of comparison
polite

particle

passive

past tense

patient marker
particle

perfective
perfective

plural

proper name

polite

possessive
pragmatic particle
prefix

perfect

progressive
prohibitive
proximal

particle

proximal

particle

particle

verbal particle
final verbal particle
postverbal particle

question marker

QM
QPLR
QUE
QW

RCNT
RCP
RCPL
RDP
RDUP
REC
RECIP
RECP
RED
REF
REFL
REL
RESP
RT

SAT

SC
SEQ
SFP
SFPI

SFP2

SG

SIB

SP

SPMY

SPNY

STAT
SUB

question marker
polar question marker
question marker
quantity word

realis

recent

reciprocal

reciprocal
reduplication
reduplication
reciprocal

reciprocal

reciprocal
reduplication
reflexive

reflexive

relativizer

respect

relational tense
S-argument
quantifier/intensifier
(s)at

speaker conclusion
sequential
sentence-final particle
first-position sentence-
final particle
second-position
sentence-final particle
singular

sibling

species
socially-conditioned
pronoun, male, younger
socially-conditioned
pronoun, neutral,
younger

static aspect

subject
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