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This first comprehensive account of French revolutionary thought in
the years between the crushing of France’s last nineteenth-century
revolution and the re-emergence of socialism as a meaningful elect-
oral force offers new interpretations of the French revolutionary
tradition. Drawing together material from Europe, North America,
and the South Pacific, Julia Nicholls pieces together the nature and
content of French revolutionary thought in this often-overlooked era.
She shows that this was an important and creative period, in which
activists drew upon fresh ideas they encountered in exile across the
world to rebuild a revolutionary movement that was both united and
politically viable in the changed circumstances of France’s new Third
Republic. The relative success of these efforts, moreover, has signifi-
cant implications for the ways in which we understand the founding
years of the Third Republic, the nature of the modern revolutionary
tradition, and the origins of European Marxism.

juLiA NIcHOLLS is Lecturer in French and European Studies at
King’s College, London. An intellectual historian of modern France,
her research focuses on ideas of freedom and revolution, subjection,
and social exclusion. She is particularly interested in how these ideas
travelled across European borders and beyond.
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Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke, Jennifer Pitts,
and John Robertson

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.

The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series can be found at the end of the volume.
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