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REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT AFTER THE PARIS
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This ﬁrst comprehensive account of French revolutionary thought in
the years between the crushing of France’s last nineteenth-century
revolution and the re-emergence of socialism as a meaningful electoral force oﬀers new interpretations of the French revolutionary
tradition. Drawing together material from Europe, North America,
and the South Paciﬁc, Julia Nicholls pieces together the nature and
content of French revolutionary thought in this often-overlooked era.
She shows that this was an important and creative period, in which
activists drew upon fresh ideas they encountered in exile across the
world to rebuild a revolutionary movement that was both united and
politically viable in the changed circumstances of France’s new Third
Republic. The relative success of these eﬀorts, moreover, has signiﬁcant implications for the ways in which we understand the founding
years of the Third Republic, the nature of the modern revolutionary
tradition, and the origins of European Marxism.
  is Lecturer in French and European Studies at
King’s College, London. An intellectual historian of modern France,
her research focuses on ideas of freedom and revolution, subjection,
and social exclusion. She is particularly interested in how these ideas
travelled across European borders and beyond.
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Edited by David Armitage, Richard Bourke, Jennifer Pitts,
and John Robertson
The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were generated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of
such traditions, and their modiﬁcation by diﬀerent audiences, it is hoped that a
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artiﬁcial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.
The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.
A list of books in the series can be found at the end of the volume.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT
AFTER THE PARIS
COMMUNE, –
JULIA NICHOLLS
King’s College London

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

University Printing House, Cambridge  , United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, th Floor, New York,  , USA
 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne,  , Australia
–, rd Floor, Plot , Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – , India
 Anson Road, #–/, Singapore 
Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/
: ./
© Julia Nicholls 
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 
Printed and bound in Great Britan by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
: Nicholls, Julia, - author.
: Revolutionary thought after the Paris Commune, - / Julia Nicholls.
: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press, . |
: Ideas in context | Includes bibliographical references and index.
:   |   (hardback : alk. paper)
|   (pbk. : alk. paper)
: : France–Politics and government–-. | France–History–Third Republic,
-. | Paris (France)–History–Commune, . | Socialism–France–History–th century.
| Revolutionaries–France–History–th century.
:   .   |  ./–dc
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/
 ---- Hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy
of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

Contents

page vi

Acknowledgements
Introduction



         


The Commune as Quotidian Event





The Commune as Violent Trauma




     


The French Revolutionary Tradition



Rehabilitating Revolution




  , ,   





Texts in Translation





The Origins of Marxism in Modern France



    





Deportation, Imperialism, and the Republican State





Exile and Universal Solidarity



Conclusion



Bibliography
Index



v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

Acknowledgements

This book is the product of many years of work, and as a result I have
many people to thank.
Tracing a group of exiles across the world has involved visits to numerous libraries and archives. Chief among these are the British Library and its
former newspaper archive in Colindale, where I spent many hours
squinting at old documents and microﬁlm. I am grateful to everyone there
who provided me with assistance. Staﬀ at the Bibliothèque nationale de
France, the Archives de la Préfecture de Police in Paris, the Bibliothèque
universitaire de Genève, and especially at the International Institute of
Social History in Amsterdam also provided me with invaluable assistance
during my visits.
This project began life as a PhD in the School of History at Queen
Mary University of London. While there, Miri Rubin and Georgios
Varouxakis provided me with encouragement and a wealth of opportunities. Richard Bourke did all of this and more, regularly giving me invaluable guidance and insightful comments on pieces of work. Most of all,
I am grateful to Gareth Stedman Jones, whose help, support, and advice
have been unparalleled. I cannot now imagine a better supervisor.
At King’s College London, colleagues in the French and European
Studies departments provided a stimulating environment in which to bring
the project to a close. Stathis Kouvelakis and Alex Callinicos in particular
gave stimulating feedback and alerted me to interesting new ways of
framing my conclusions.
Many others have helped along the way. I am particularly thankful to
Robert Tombs, who has read many iterations of this work. My PhD
examiners, Sudhir Hazareesingh and David Todd, provided invaluable
comments and encouragement, while Jeremy Jennings and Quentin
Deluermoz pointed me towards relevant and unpublished work. I have
beneﬁtted immensely from discussions at the Modern French History and
Political Ideas seminars at the Institute of Historical Research, particularly
vi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

Acknowledgements

vii

with Joanne Paul, Signy Gutnick Allen, Caroline Ashcroft, and Emily
Jones. Mary-Rose Cheadle has been constantly supportive. I am also
extremely grateful to Liz Friend-Smith at Cambridge University Press for
all of her help.
Finally, special thanks are due to Arthur Asseraf, Callum Barrell, Joshua
Chauvin, and my parents, who are there through everything.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-108-49926-2 — Revolutionary Thought after the Paris Commune, 1871–1885
Julia Nicholls
Frontmatter
More Information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

