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THE POLITICS OF COURT REFORM

Indonesia is the world’s third largest democracy and its courts are an
important part of its democratic system of governance. Since the
transition from authoritarian rule in 1998, a range of new specialised
courts have been established from the Commercial Courts to the
Constitutional Court and the Fisheries Courts. In addition,
constitutional and legal changes have afﬁrmed the principle of judicial
independence and accountability. The growth of Indonesia’s economy
means that the courts are facing greater demands to resolve an increasing
number of disputes. This volume offers an analysis of the politics of court
reform through a review of judicial change and legal culture in Indonesia.
A key concern is whether the reforms that have taken place have
addressed the issues of the decline in professionalism and increase in
corruption. This volume will be a vital resource for scholars of law,
political science, law and development, and law and society.
melissa crouch is Associate Professor at the Law Faculty, the
University of New South Wales, Sydney. She holds a BA/LLB and PhD
from the University of Melbourne. She teaches and researches on law and
religion, law and governance, and comparative constitutional law, with
a focus on Southeast Asia. Her research has been funded by numerous
awards, including the Endeavour Australia Research Fellowship and an
Australian Research Council Discovery Grant. She is the author of Law
and Religion in Indonesia (2014) and The Constitution of Myanmar
(2019).
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‘The Politics of Courts and Legal Culture: Indonesia’s Judiciary and the
Legacy of Dan S. Lev’ was held at the Law and Society Association
conference, Toronto. In July 2018, a workshop on ‘Courts, Power and
Legal Process in Indonesia’ was hosted by the UNSW Law School, and
several chapters were also presented at the adjacent event, the Asian
Studies Association of Australia biannual conference. In the same
month, I spoke at a seminar on ‘Judges, Courts and the Politics of Law
in Indonesia’ hosted at Jentera Law School, Jakarta (physically located
next to the Dan S. Lev Law Library in Jakarta). In December 2018,
a workshop on ‘The Law and Politics of Indonesia’s Elections’ was also
hosted by the UNSW Law School in collaboration with the Indonesian
Election Commission, the General Election Supervision Body and
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance. I also
gave seminars at the University of Gadjah Mada, Trisakti University and
the University of Indonesia. I am grateful to the many contributors,
commentators, chairs and participants at these events who helped stimulate discussion and debate on the topic. It is wonderful to see the keen
interest in Dan S. Lev’s work in Indonesia, as well as overseas. This is
a testimony to the great legacy and impression he left on the lives of many
scholars, activists and lawyers.
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