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METAPHOR IN HOMER

How are time, speech, and thought presented in the Iliad and
Odyssey? What role does metaphor play in these portrayals? How
might metaphor have aided the poet in the production of his song?
In this book, Andreas T. Zanker considers these and other questions
from the perspective of conceptual metaphor theory, investigating the
commonalities and differences between the ancient and modern
conceptualizations of e.g. the passing of time, communication of
information, and internal dialogue. In so doing, he takes a stance
on broader questions concerning the alleged “primitive” quality of the
Homeric conceptual system, the process of composition in perfor-
mance, and the categories of the literal and the figurative. All Greek is
translated, and readers in disciplines beyond classics and cognitive
linguistics will find something of interest in this investigation of the
conceptual metaphors lodged within a corpus of extremely early
poetry.

andreas t. zanker is Assistant Professor of Classics at Amherst
College. He is the author of Greek and Latin Expressions of Meaning:
The Classical Origins of a Modern Metaphor (2016) and a coeditor of
Horace and Seneca: Interactions, Intertexts, Interpretations (2017).
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Preface

The bulk of this book was written between 2015 and 2017 in order to follow
up on points made in my first monograph, Greek and Latin Expressions of
Meaning: The Classical Origins of a Modern Metaphor (2016). At the outset,
my main aim was to better understand the Homeric conception of the
spoken word. As time went on, the study expanded to include the topics of
time and thought. While I was completing the manuscript, I learned of the
Habilitationsschrift of Fabian Horn, Metaphern und mentale Infrastruktur
in der frühgriechischen Dichtung (forthcoming); readers of the present book
are advised to consult Horn’s work as well, as the two monographs were
written independently and will provide different perspectives on similar
issues.
One of the complications of discussing a topic under simultaneous

investigation in multiple disciplines is that it is difficult to cover all of
the publication venues. As the book was entering the proofs stage,
Alexander Forte kindly alerted me to the following items: Bartolotta
(2015), to be read with Chapter 2; Raphals (2015), to be read with
Chapter 4; and Hualde Pascual (2016), on the emotions. I ask for the
authors’ forbearance, and am looking forward to Forte’s own monograph
on the subject.
I have benefited greatly from discussions with Bill Beck, Anna Bonifazi,

Richard Buxton, Claire Catenaccio, Ginna Closs, Justina Gregory, Jonas
Grethlein, Rick Griffiths, LuukHuitink,Mark de Kreij, Sarah Olsen, Dale
Sinos, Rebecca Sinos, Chris van den Berg, Rex Wallace, and Graham
Zanker. Chapter 2 was presented at a conference on the concept of time
in archaic Greek culture hosted at the University of Virginia in 2017 by
Jenny Strauss Clay, Athanassios Vergados, and Anke Walter; I am grateful
to the organizers and the other participants for their suggestions and
criticism. I would also like to register my thanks to the readers of
Cambridge University Press for their generous suggestions. Craig Smith
checked the Greek used in the manuscript and Eugenia Lao carried out the
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final proofing, formatting, and indexing. I am responsible for the remain-
ing errors.
The origins of the project go back to a highly formative year spent in

2014–2015 at the Seminar für Klassische Philologie at the Ruprecht-Karls-
Universität Heidelberg as an Alexander vonHumboldt postdoctoral fellow
working with Jürgen Paul Schwindt. Amherst College has supported me
throughout the book’s production, providing several research grants and
a year of sabbatical leave in 2018–2019. I am also indebted to the Fondation
Hardt for two months of study and reflection in idyllic surroundings
spread over the summers of 2017 and 2018. The final touches were added
at Harvard University as an academic visitor – I am extremely grateful to
the Department of the Classics for its hospitality.
My deepest thanks, of course, go to my family – Graham, Ruth, Hugo,

Ruby, and George; in my wanderings, they are always in my heart. This
book is dedicated to them.

viii Preface
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Note on Texts and Translations

The text used for the Iliad is T. W. Allen’s editio maior (1931); I use the
edition of P. von der Mühll (1962) for the Odyssey. Other texts follow
the standard editions – for the Works and Days, for instance, I follow the
edition of West (1978). I use “e.g.” to mark Homeric expressions found
more than once in the corpus. The translations from the Greek and Latin
are my own, unless otherwise stated. Titles of ancient works have been
selected for their currency; transliterations of Greek names are written
according to Latin conventions wherever reasonable. For the convenience
of the reader, I have translated the foreign language sources in the main text
wherever possible (but for reasons of space do not provide translations in
the footnotes).
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